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l[')\ Staf® of Utah ®

v DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
DIVISION OF OIL, GAS AND MINING

. 1594 West North Temple, Suitg 1
Micnao 0 it | 20 INSPECTION REPORT

Salt Lake City, Utah 84114-5801

Execugss St:;?ﬁ 801-538-5340 Partial: X Complete:_  Exploration:_
Lowell P. Braxton [ 801-359-3940 (Fax) Inspection Date & Time: 1 : :
Division Director § 801-538.7223 (TDD) Date of Last Inspection: _April 30. 1998
Mine Name:_Wellington Preparation Plant = County:_ Carbon = Permit Number: ACT/007/012
Permittee and/or Operator's Name: Nevada Electric Investment Company (NEICO)
Business Address:_¢/o Earthco, 1179 East Main #104, Price, Utah 84501

Type of Mining Activity: Underground_ Surface_ Prep. Plant X  Other_

State Officials(s): Paul Baker and Robert Davidson

Company Official(s): Roy Benson, Layne A

Federal Official(s): None

Weather Conditions: Mostly cloudy, 60's, moderate to slight wind shifting from south to various directions

Existing Acreage: Permitted~ 1720 Disturbed- 356 Regraded-_1.5 Seeded-_1.5 Bonded-_177_

Increased/Decreased: Permitted- ) Disturbed- 0 Regraded- 0  Seeded-0 Bonded- 0.

Status: _Exploration/_X Active/_Inactive/_Temporary Cessation/_Bond Forfeiture
Reclamation (_Phase I/_Phase II/_Final Bond Release/_Liability_ Year)

I .

1. Substantiate the elernents on this inspection by checking the appropriate performance standard.

a. For complete ingpections provide narrative justification for any elements not fully inspected unless element is not appropriate to
the site, in which case check N/A.

b. For partial inspections check only the elements evaluated.

Document any noncompliance situation by referencing the NOV issued at the appropriate performance standard listed below,

Reference any narratives written in conjunction with this inspection at the appropriate performance standard listed below,

Provide a brief status report for all pending enforcement actions, permit conditions, Division Orders, and amendments.

EVALUATED N/A COMMENTS  NOVENF
0

W

PERMITS, CHANGE, TRANSFER, RENEWAL, SALE
SIGNS AND MARKERS

TOPSOIL

HYDROLOGIC BALANCE:

DIVERSIONS

. SEDIMENT PONDS AND IMPOUNDMENTS

OTHER SEDIMENT CONTROL MEASURES

. WATER MONITORING

EFFLUENT LIMITATIONS

5. EXPLOSIVES

6. DISPOSAL OF EXCESS SPOIL/FILLS/BENCHES

7. COAL MINE WASTE/REFUSE PILES/IMPOUNDMENTS
8.

9

el S

ope o

NONCOAL WASTE
PROTECTION OF FISH, WILDLIFE AND
RELATED ENVIRONMENTAL VALUES
10. SLIDES AND OTHER DAMAGE
11, CONTEMPORANEOUS RECLAMATION
12.  BACKFILLING AND GRADING
13. REVEGETATION
14, SUBSIDENCE CONTROL
15. CESSATION OF OPERATIONS
16. ROADS:
a. CONSTRUCTION/MAINTENANCE/SURFACING
b. DRAINAGE CONTROLS
17.  OTHER TRANSPORTATION FACILITIES
18.  SUPPORT FACILITIES/UTILITY INSTALLATIONS
19. AVS CHECK (4th Quarter-April, May, June)_(date)
20. AIR QUALITY PERMIT
21. BONDING & INSURANCE
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INSPECTION REPORT
(Continuation sheet) Page 2 of 2.
PERMIT NUMBER:_ACT/007/004 DATE OF INSPECTION: May 8, 1998

4. Hydrologic Balance
e. Effluent Limitations
The primary purpose of this inspection was to follow through with some concerns from the April inspection.
Diesel fuel, two forms of propylene glycol, and sodium silicate are added to the coal fines and water as part of
the processing operation, and the plan says the failwater would contain these compounds. During the last
inspection, I was able to smell diesel fuel, and a Division hydrologist is convinced some tailwater from the ponds
is seeping into the Siaperas Ditch and flowing into the Price River.

Messrs. Davidson and James took water samples from a rowboat in the northwest pond, the pipe leading from
the plant to the pond, and from the Siaperas Ditch. Samples were also taken of foam floating in the pond and
of tailings from the processing operation. The only split sample was the sample of water from the pipe. From
the rowboat, Mr. James took a surface water sample and a sample from about two feet below the surface, but
Mr, Davidson for the Division only took a surface water sample,

Based on the likelihood that diesel-contaminated water is seeping into the Siaperas Ditch and flowing into the
Price River, violation N98-41-3-1 has been issued. It requires that the discharge to the Price River be stopped
and that the permittee submit a plan to the Division showing how the discharge will be handled on a more
permanent basis. The Division suggested to Covol that water from the ditch be pumped back into the northwest
pond, at least until a more permanent solution can be found.

Analysis results of the Division’s samples indicate a small amount of certain components of diesel fuel were in
the water in the Siaperas Ditch. Highest concentrations were found in the foam and tailings.

The Division of Water Quality has been made aware of these findings. There are a few options that can be
pursued, including permitting the discharge and attempting to line the ponds. The concentrations of benzene and
toluene the Division found are lower than would normally be allowed for discharge into class 1 water, and they
are lower than the standards for drinking water. However, since Colorado squawfish have been found in the river
a short distance downstream of the plant, Water Quality will need to determine whether a discharge could be
allowed.

Another concern that will need to be addressed is the possibility of groundwater contamination. The Division

is considering issuing a Division Order to require the operator to sample the wells for certain components of
diesel fuel.

9. Fish and Wildlife and Related Environmental Values
The Division is trying to find more information about toxicity levels of diesel fuel components to waterfowl. At
this time, it does not appear there is a severe risk to their health as long as birds are not spending a long time in
the water. If any dead or dying birds are found, they need to be reported to the Division and to Wildlife
Resources immediately.

Copy of this Report;
Mailed to:_Ja
Given to:

Inspector's Signature:






