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January 15, 2001

Daron R. Haddock, Permit Supervisor
Division of Oil, Gas and Mining
1594 West North Temple, Suite 1210
Salt Lake City, Utah 84114-5801

RE : Letter From UDOGM on 11/29/00 in Regards to Lila Canyon Road, Utah American
Energy, Inc•, Horse Canyon Mine, C/007/013-SR98(1), Outgoing File

Dear Mr. Haddock:

In regards to your request for supplemental information in regards to the proposed transportation
routes associated with the UtahAmerican Energy, Inc . Lila Canyon Project, we are providing the
following information . As described within the BLM Environmental Assessment (EA No . UT-070-
99-22), dated July 2000, Amended September 2000, with subsequent Record of Decision and Finding
of No Significant Impact dated October 2000, the existing Lila Canyon Road would be utilized to
gain access to the proposed surface facitlity site . The right-of-way for the this road is currently held
in cooperation with UtahAmerican and Emery County . The road is regarded as a part of the county
road system and would be maintained as such. The construction of the proposed new Lila Canyon
Road would commence upon access to the surface facilility site and in association with the
construction of the surface facility . This new road would replace the rough Emery County roads that
intersect the site from U . S. Highway 191/6 and would in turn become part of the county road system
upon its completion .

The following is information for both the exisiting county road and the proposed new county road .
Information is provided in the order of your request in the 11/29/00 letter received .

A.

	

A legal description of the road right-of-way

Existing Lila Canyon Road :
New Lila Canyon Road : Detailed surveys have not been implemented. A

preliminary survey and road alignment is shown on the
attached plate and is described in complete detail in



(EA UT-070-99-22) Plates I and I , Appendix B and
C attached .

B.

	

Name or numerical designation for the road

Existing Lila Canyon Road : This road is referred to by Emery County as the Lila
Canyon Road .

New Lila Canyon Road :

	

This designation has yet to be determined by Emery
County .

C.

	

Land ownership for the road/right-of-way

Existing Lila Canyon Road : This road right-of-way was obtained from
Intermountain Power Agency by UtahAmerican in
2000 . Currently, UtahAmerican holds the right-of-
way in association with Emery County. The mojority
of the right-of-way crosses lands held by
UtahAmerican, with the exception of 600 feet near the
proposed surface facility that is public land managed
by the BLM. UtahAmerican and Emery County have
renewed their claims to this portion of the right-of-
way on public land .

New Lila Canyon Road : The right-of-way for the new road on public and state
lands was applied for by UtahAmerican, but would be
granted to Emery County prior to construction . This
new road would replace the numerous rough access
roads currently in place and managed by Emery
County. The majority of the new road would cross
public lands in Emery County, with a portion crossing
lands managed by the State of Utah Institutional Trust
Lands Administration (SITLA) .

D.

	

Name ofthe entity responsible for the alignment construction, maintenance, and liability
for the road

Existing Lila Canyon Road : The existing road, in place since the early 1940's,
would be upgraded for access to the Lila Canyon
surface facility construction through a copperative
agreement with Emery County and UtahAmerican .
Standards for maintenance and liability would be to
county and federal standards for all portions of the
right-of-way . No new disturbance outside of the
existing permitted corridor is proposed .



New Lila Canyon Road : The new road would be constructed, maintained and
operated with the same cooperative agreement
described for the existing road . The specifics of this
agreement, however, are still being detetermined by
the county . Regardless, construction, operation and
after-mining use will be to federal and state standards .

E.

	

Name of the entity responsible for environmental permitting of the road

Existing Lila Canyon Road : As previously described, this road would be
maintained and operated through a cooperative Emery
County and UtahAmerican agreement. The actions to
be taken to make the road useable for construction
related actions were described in detail in EA No . UT-
070-99-22 . BLM stipulations associated with the
record of decision of this document would be
maintained jointly for the entirety of the road .

New Lila Canyon Road : This road was described in full detail within the BLM
EA No. UT-070-99-22 . As discussed within the
stipulations of the record of decision on this
document, all portions crossing public lands would be
managed by the BLM . SITLA would be responsible
for managing the portion of state land . It will be the
responsibility of both UtahAmerican and Emery
County to meet any and all requirements of these two
agencies .

F.

	

Construction standardfor the road, and the entity responsible for attaining this standard

Existing Lila Canyon Road : This road was built prior to a set road standard for the
county. Any upgrading of this road would be to
Emery County Class B standards. Responsibility
would be a cooperative association between Emery
County and UtahAmerican

New Lila Canyon Road : This road would be built to Emery County Class B
standards, and would be mapaaed by Emery County
through the cooperative aura o'ht previously
discussed .



G. Maintenance schedule for the road

Existing Lila Canyon Road : This road would be upgraded for construction related
access to the proposed Lila Canyon surface facility .
No modifications or upgrades beyond those described
within EA No . UT-070-99-22 would be required or
conducted during the construction related use of this
road . In association with Emery County, the road
would be maintained by UtahAmerican, and would be
closed to public access as discussed with the EA upon
completion of the surface facility .

New Lila Canyon Road : This road would be maintained year round for coal
transport and primary access through the cooperative
UtahAmerican and Emery County agreement .
Maintenance would be maintained and best
management practices for minimizing impacts to
surrounding area would be conducted as described
within the EA and subsequent record of decision .

H. Source offunds for construction and/or maintenance of the road

Existing Lila Canyon Road : Funds for upgrade and maintenance of this road will
be determined through the cooperative agreement
discussed .

New Lila Canyon Road : Funds for construction and maintenance of this road
will be determined through the cooperative agreement
discussed .

I .

	

Examples ofsimilar roads in Carbon and Emery Counties

See C Canyon Road - Westridge Mine, Carbon County; Dugout Canyon Road -
Dugout Canyon Mine, Carbon County; Deadman Canyon Road - Centennial Mine ;
Carbon County .

J.

	

Will UtahAmerican Energy, Ina have the ability to deny use of the road?

Existing Lila Canyon Road : Upon completion of construction related actions
associated with the surface facility and new coal haul
road (New Lila Canyon Road), this road could be
gated to prohibit public access . This was discussed
within the EA to preclude the creation of a "loop"
road which could potentially have lead to impact to
wintering wildlife in the area . As part of the



David Steed
Project Manager

New Lila Canyon Road : This road will be a public, Emery County road .
UtahAmerican will not be able to deny use of this
road .

As cited throughout this response, EA No . UT-070-99-22 was the document prepared to review the
full array of permitting and environmental issues associated with both of these roads, and the
associated utility lines and surface facility . It may be helpful in your decision making process to
review that document (Amended September 2000), as well as the Record of Decision issued in
October 2000 . Specific questions as to the right-of-ways pending that decision should be directed
to Mark Mackiewicz at the Price BLM Office . He can be reached at (435) 636-3616 . Specific
questions as to the cooperative agreement with Emery County should be directed to Val Payne of
Emery County Public Lands and Rex Funk of the Emery County Road Department . They can be
reached at (435) 381-5552 and 381-2550 respectively.

If there are any other question that I can answer, please feel free to contact me at (43 5) 472-3 814 .

Sincerely,

cc :

	

Clyde Borrel, UEI
Mark Mark, Price BLM Office

cooperative agreement with Emery County, the
decision to close this road will be reviewed .
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