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A Wilderness Coal Mine?

T BN reeently appioved riphts-of-way
(ROW) for a eval infiing operation whlin the
I salation Cangon proposed wilderness —the largest
Flaek of unpsotevted 10adless land in the lower 48
stales, 'The propased Iily Canyon Coal Mine of nearly
2,008 aces would overlap Loth an existing Wilderness
Stanfy Arca (WSA) und newly inveatoried BLM
wilderness mils,  Specificolly, Tuctle Canyon WSA
wonld wollyr uitergroupd exeavation and the surfuce
of the WSA conld one day he poched with vent shafts
sad monironing holes. The pian wonld also urdermine
over 900 actes of the acw Desolation Canyon BLM
wildiyness loveniory wnit. Hoth of these areas are pro-
gyt tor valdeines: desiznation in America's Redrock
Wildaens Act,

Towpine 550 corl trushs and 63 personal and
delivery vehiclos parading daily over a freshly bull-
doeed towd and eateendng dwn the already over-
crovveed pnd dapgerowy kighway 1915 the construction
of a 39 acie surfuee facility camplete with ear-splivting
miniag equipnieat operanng within (he uarrow and
peacelul Likn Cagiyars; infusiind encroachment on a
Frantont 1ok shebter and other pative culral spes;
and thie deewatenag of springs that are crucial Lo the
survival of s wnispue band of desait bighorn sheep.
These are just some of ta cobisvqueneds we can expect
1fihe Laka Canyon Coal Mine Project is not stopped.

Fila Canyon supports between 15 and 25 highorn
sheep s yeurlong residents due to ity unique springs
el other water soncees, In its Enviromnental
Assessment (I'A), the ITM adimitted that the niine
weatdd displace thiase biphor sheep, Thowever, the
apubey Jailed (o ucknow jedpe thul such displuacement
wubh! likely ro2ult i umgibilation of the herd since the
necuiny scap and springg water rich ¢lifl talus habitat
in Lila Canyng are not found in the sucrounding coun-
ryside, Similae coneers apply ro ofher wildlife
BRI,

Tl Flah and Wilidlite Serviee even expressed the
coneem thal nipacrs sinch as subaidence, altered
hytiralogie flows, and mining ¢fMuent may canse sig-
uificunt chauges or losses in wildlife habitat, wetlands,
ripaninn avcuy, stivang Mows, and water quality
Whether you sie loshing tyrough the eyes of a bighom
sheeep, w Colacido Squiwfish, o horse packer, or o
hitlegr, the peopesed Lila Canyon Mine is bleak from
eIy view.

Ayl gpaaking of views, curreut BLM plasning
doaguinsins ¢Jusvily the areq ay a class 11 viso o
TesOMe, Diwaning that vigual changes are uot pernit-

¢canyon eountry updales

ted to dominate the landscape. Without a doubt, the
cotvei sion of I ila Canyon and the surrounding arca
fron & wildvraess into an industrial coal-mining zone
would result 1n just such a dominating visual change.

D, spitc these {dentitied issues of concem, the EA
failed fo angw or eritical questions such as where the
bighisea wonld be displuced 10, and how water sources
conta waied by tie mine might be connected to other
loeal vaier sources. Without such data, it would be
fimpossitie for the BILM to make an informed decision.
Therefore, sccording to law, the agency must not pro-
ceed withaut prepating a full-blown Environmental
Impuact Staterrent (£18) which thoroughly analyzes the
polential impavts of this ill-conccived mining operation.

SUWA will appeal the BLM's decision on Lila
Canyan, il you ¢an help by expressing your own
conceins to! Acting BLM Diveclor, 1849 C Street,
NS, Washingion DC 20240, fax (435)636-3657; and
sendd u copy o Sally Wisely, BLM Utah State
Pivesior, 10, Box 45155, Salt Lake City, Utah
841450155, {ax (801)539-4013.

Side nute for super activists: Although the BLM
has gpproved the sieface ROWs, the wetual permit for
the nine has not been approved. By law, the applicant
murst spbmit a permyit request Lo (he Office of Surface
Mining Reelimation and Enforcement (OSM) and the
Ulah Division of Oil, Gas, and Mining (UDOGM),
Curiently, LTIOGM is in the process of reviewing this
peraaic, anch imbiciputes reaching a decision in the
spring Uit will he availabile for public comment. To
expr;s your coucerus 10 UDOGM, send a lefier to:

Disve Durhy, Utah Division of Oil, Gas and Mining,

1S3, North Tewple, Salt Lake City, Utah 84114~
5801,

Grand Scheme for
Grand Guich

Peaection tur the world-clasy Native Amernican
cultur il arul archacolog:cal resources in the Grand
Gulels/Cedur Mesa arca may be moving in the right
direction. (nt we've gol to keep the RILM on the right
track. The Grand Guleh Platean spans over 385,000
acres w sousthegstern Ulah and encompasses Grand
Chilelr, a 82-mile=long ennyon losded with ancieat ¢liff
dwellmgs and eiher remains of prehistorie cultures, In
1996, he BLM issued a decision to build a visitor cen-
teg o (ke sile of the existing Kane Gulch Ranger
Stativ ay a Yportal™ w these resources,

SUWA sppealed that decision, arguing that the
agengy Luled [0 consider the impacts of increased visi-
tor vi: et this cnvitommenially and culturally sensitive
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