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Re:

	

Response to Letter of Concern, Lila Canyon Lease Tract Addition (Significant Revision)
to Horse Canyon Mine, Horse Canyon Mine, UtahAmerican Energy, Inc ., C/007/013-
SR98(1), Outgoing File

Dear Mr. Lien :

Thank you for your letter of concern about coal mining issues in the Lila Canyon area of
Utah. The Division and its team of technical mine plan reviewers appreciates your concerns
about wild and scenic places in Utah. Through the mandates of the Utah Coal Regulatory
Program, we are charged with reviewing and permitting coal mines under an elaborate state
program, which is often based in some respects upon federal regulations . This letter is to inform
you that we have concluded our review of this mine revision, have made written findings, and
have issued a revised permit to the applicant .

The revised permit, issued on July 27, 2001, for the existing Horse Canyon Mine, has
added the Lila Canyon federal lease tract to the permit. This "Significant Revision" to the mine
involves approximately 4,700 acres of existing leased coal, which is planned to be mined by
underground mining methods . Approximately 28 acres of surface area, occupying a pinyon-
juniper vegetation community to the south of the Lila Canyon mouth, will actually be disturbed
for the mine facilities area . The Division is cognizant of the wilderness issues in this area and of
the inventories that are currently pending and has considered these issues in its review . While
none of the area currently planned for disturbance is within a Wilderness Study Area, a portion of
the 28 acres is on a BLM wilderness inventory area .

The state of Utah has been delegated responsibility by the federal Office of Surface
Mining (OSM) to implement Utah's coal mining and reclamation program . The Division is also
charged with reclamation and enforcement duties at all Utah coal mine sites, and monitors these
sites for compliance with the coal reclamation statute, regulations, and permit conditions .
Information on this can be reviewed at our website . An annual program evaluation is made each
year by OSM, and reported to Congress . The latest annual evaluation is posted at
http ://dogm.nr.state .ut.us/mining/2000%2OUtah%2ORpt .pdf.
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Again, we appreciate your taking the time to contact us with your comments . Our Coal
Regulatory Program is designed to center around public/citizen input . If you have further
questions, please contact me at 801-538-5306 .

Sincerely,

9

Mary Ann Wn t
Associate Director, Mining
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Clyde Borrell, UtahAmerican Energy, Inc .
Tom Rasmussen, BLM
Jim Kohler, BLM
OGM Price Field Office
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