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March 31, 2002

Ms. Mary Ann Wright,Associate Director of Mining
Utah Division of 0il,Gas and Mining

1594 W North Temple, Suite 1210

P.O. Box 145801

Salt Lake City, UT 84114-5801

Dear Ms. Wright,

I understand that UtahAmerica, Inc. has recently submitted an
application for a proposed Lila Canyon Extension to the nearby Horse
Canyon Mine (C/007/013-PM02B). I also understand that the Utah Division
of 0il, Gas, and Mining has determined that the UtahAmerican’s
application for the project is "Administratively Complete," - that it
contains all information necessary to initiate processing and public
review.

As a former resident of Moab, Utah, and a citizen that is very
concerned about wilderness in southeast Utah, I questions whether the
Utah Division of 0il, Gas, and Mining is correct in labeling the
application as “administratively complete.” Has UtahAmerican Energy's
application actually addressed the key geologic, hydrologic and
biological impacts of the project?

I ask this because of the Division’s previous erroneous issuance of a
permit to UtahAmerican to mine coal in the area of Lila Canyon. As I'm
sure you know, this issuance was overturned by the Utah Board of 0il,
Gas, and Mining. The Board ruled that the Division erred by approving
the permit, stating that the Division's action "is an abuse of
discretion without substantial evidence in the record and is not in
compliance with the procedures required by law." Has the Utah Division
of 0il, Gas, and Mining used the utmost discretion in regards to Lila
Canyon this time around?

If the Division fails to require a complete impact assessment of
UtahAmerican’s current Lila Canyon proposal, it is putting in jeopardy
a wilderness area of rare quality. The Canyon is an ocasis of seeps and
springs creating critical year-round habitat for wildlife, including
bighorn sheep. Has/will the Division fully consider(ed) the impact of
the Lila Canyon Project on this important desert oasis?

A mine at the mouth of Lila Canyon would de-water seeps and springs, as
well as disturb the wilderness character of the area when trucks make
550 daily round-trips from the mine to a facility located north of
Wellington, UT on the already dangerous highway 191.

I urge you to ensure the no mining projects threaten the ecological
integrity of Lila Canyon.

Sincerely,




