Tuesday, September 24, 2002

~ Crime spree ends in murder

By PATSY STODDARD
Editor

" A crime spree which began in
Orangeville on Sept. 13 ended in Kan-
sas with two people dead and two
people behind bars.

According to Emery County Sheriff
Lamar Guymon, Chad Allen of
Orangeville had called the Sheriff’s
Office and reported that two compound
bows and several guns were missing
trom his residence. This burglary was
investigated by Deputy Doug Downard
and Sergeant Les Wilberg. The Oran-
geville residence belongs to Chad
Allen’s father, William Allen.

- Theburglary suspects were Robert
Poulsen, 30, of American Fork; Ryan
Schenck, 26, of Provo, and Melissa
Ricketts, 20, of Helper. The suspects
had allegedly spent time at the resi-

Horse Canyon
- Mine study
underway

By PATSY STODDARD
Editor

The University of Utah approved a
proposal for a Center for Mine Land
Redevelopment in the year 2000. Since
this time the directors for the center
have been exploring areas in the state
where mining and other extractive in-

dustries have slowed or discontinued

production to the detriment of the lo-
cal economy.

- The center was made aware of the
Horse Canyon Mine buildings which are
located in Emery County. Co-directors
Gene Carr and Jack Hamilton have
made many site visits to the mine and
have big plans for the redevelopment
of Horse Canyon. Carr said, “This coal
mine was operated for years by Geneva
Steel, and most recently by
UtahAmerican Energy, Inc. The mine
is now permanently closed and
UtahAmerican is in the process of per-
mitting a new mine which is southeast
of Horse Canyon called the Lila Can-
yon Mine.

“There are four principal buildings
remaining on the mine property. There
is alarge warehouse, metal shop, bath-
house and an office building. The brick
buildings were constructed in 1941 as
the mine was being prepared to supply
coal to the new Geneva Steel Plant in
Provo. The buildings have been aban-
doned since the early 1980s. No utili-
ties are currently available on the site.
In the development of the Lila Canyon
Mine, UtahAmerican will provide utili-
ties to the new mine site near here and
we hope to bring utilities back to the
site for littie or no cost. We will ap-
proach Utah Power and see if they
would like to donate to the project.

“Awater tank is located about a mile
up the canyon from the buildings.

; Continued on PAGE 2A.
Gas prices remain
constant despite
Mideast tensions

Despite the concern over a possible
conflict with Iraq, gasoline prices
around the country remained stable
this past month.

. “This stability in gasoline prices, in
_light of the higher cost of crude oil and
-the threat of warfare is a credit to the

U.8. oil industry and
-gasoline retailers,” said Rolayne
Fairclough, AAA Utah spokeswoman.
“When similar events were unfolding
prior to the Gulf War, gasoline prices
seemed to move higher with each news
report as wholesalers and retailers
blamed the increases on the fear that

dence earlier in the day and returned
later to burglarize the home. The sus-
pects hid the stolen items in the bushs
near the home and returned later to
retrieve them.

Neighbors reported seeing three
people enter the house and leave with
two bows. Detective Bob Blackburn
processed the crime scene. Nothing
further happened until, Gary Gardiner
of Castle Dale received a phone call
from the Mesa County Sheriff’s Office
stating that they had located his pickup
in Colorado. Gardiner was unaware
that his vehicle was missing until he
was notified by the Mesa County
Sheriff’s Office. At that point he noti-
fied the Emery County Sheriff's Office
that his pickup had been stolen from
the Chevron gas yard on coal haul
road.

The three burglary suspects had sto-

len the vehicle possibly the morning of
Sept. 14 after the Poulsen vehicle had
broken down. It was determined that
Poulsen had been camped in the area
above the yard.

1t is at this point in the story that
things become confusing. The three
suspects left the Emery County area
and traveled to the Grand Junction
area, where they came into contact with
Chad Lee Anderson of Hayden, Colo.
formerly of Orangeville. It is presumed
that Anderson and Poulsen knew each
other while both lived in Orangeville
and Poulsen had inquired as to his
whereabouts during this last visit to
Orangeville.

The Mesa County Sheriff’s Office
said that a bicyclist reported seeing a
truck in the river about 8:30 p.m. on
Sept. 14 The truck was driven into the
river near the Redlands Diversion Dam

on the Gunnison River. Blood was dis-
covered both inside and outside of the
vehicle. A search of the area resulted
in the discovery of a body covered with
brush. The body was later identified to
be that of Chad Lee Anderson. He had
been shot multiple times. The shooting
isunder investigation and it is not clear
at this time who the shooter was or
what the motive for the shooting might
have been. The pickup truck was that
belonging to Gary Gardiner of Castle
Dale. '

According to area police, Anderson
had a 1991 Mercury Topaz and they
had talked to him a week prior while
he camped in the area. The Mesa
County police immediately put out an
all points bulletin on the victim’s car.
The car was spotted about 11 p.m. in

Continued on PAGE 2A.

The annual Melon Days
celebration was held on
Sept. 20 and 21 in Green
River City. Activities
included Green River
baseball, softball tourna-
ment, Miss Melon Days
Pageant, square dancing
in the park, games, pa-
rade, breakfast and a
program in the park as
well as booths in the park.
More Melon Days photos
on page 12A.

Watermelon was the treat of the day.

Melon Days

Breakfast in the park

Photos by Patsy Stoddard
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Horse Canyon

Continued from PAGE 1A.

UtahAmerican must remove or
otherwise deal with the aban-
doned buildings in order to com-
plete its obligations for recla-
mation on the property and ob-
tain release of its reclamation
bond.

“Horse Canyon is a beautiful
canyon in the spectacular Book
Cliffs. We feel that any redevel-
opment should take advantage
of the fantastic natural setting
of this site and its access to the
upper Book Cliffs area and Bu-
reau of Land Management lands
beyond. The principal idea be-
ing explored is the possibility
of establishing a field research
camp for Utah universities at the
site. The concept envisions a
camp that would be a place
where students and researchers
could locate while studying a
variety of subjects, such as ge-
ology, ecology, botany, biology,
paleontology, art, psychology
and the list of possibilities is
endless,” said Carr.

Hamilton said that the profes-
sors of the sciences from the
College of Eastern Utah have
visited the site and are very in-
terested. “Don Burge from the
CEU Prehistoric museum said
the shop building was a perfect
place for bones and dinosaur
reconstruction. Bones could be
cast there and shipped to muse-
ums all over the world. The
building is big enough it could
house brontosaurus bones. The
archaeology in this area is fabu-
lous, we could have a paleonto-
logical and rock lab. The Wileox
ranch is also in the area and will
eventually go into state owner-
ship the resources there could
also benefit our center.

“We envision retreats and a
facility where meetings could be
held concerning these areas of

Jack Hamilton, Gene Carr and David Patton from the University of Utah survey Horse - 5
Canyon along with Mariin Eldred from the Emery County Economic Development Coun--.
cil and Deb Dull from Utah Power. '

study. Writers and artists could
also use the facilities and cre-
ate their work here. People from
other countries could visit and
research here. We want to at-
tract not only local interest with
the universities and colleges
within our state, but national and
international facilities as well.
People visit our regions all of
the time to do research and we
would like to direct them here.
A professor of geology from the

Crime Spree

Continued from PAGE 1A.

Goodland, Kan. on Sept. 15. A
brief chase followed by Kansas
police officers but they lost the
vehicle. It was spotted again and

vehicle and was suffering from
an apparent self-inflicted gun
shot wound which is still under
investigation. He was taken to

University of Missouri has ex-
pressed interest in the use of a
facility like this for their sum-
mer geology camp. They cur-
rently base their camp in Cedar
City and make excursions to this
area to study structure and
stratigraphy and visit several of
the local coal mines. This is a
typical excursion for many of
the universities in the East and
the Midwest sections of our
country.

there because they didn’t have

ammunition for the gun. Other
stolen items from the home in

Orangeville have not been re-

“We see a facility of this type‘:'

as being a boost for the local

economy. We see rustic facilities .
on site that blend in harmony-:.

with the setting. Fifty people at-

~

a time on site would probably::,
be the capacity. We also see an -,
outdoor amphitheater where.:

education could take place and.

perhaps cultural events. The. -
center could also be used by lo-, -

Continued on PAGE 3A.”
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Horse Canyon

Continued from PAGE 2A.

cal mine and gas companies as
a:training center. I could see
myselfl in my retirement here
teachmg geology workshops
It's such a beautiful place. It is
within an easy drive of Moab,

Canyonlands, Arches, Capitol -

Reef, the San Rafael Swell, di-
nosaur quarries and other
world class archeological, geo-
logical and paleontological re-
sources. The wealth and diver-
sity of natural objects to study
is endless.

-“A possible custodian of the
facility would be CEU because
of its proximity to the site and
its outstanding and well devel-
oped science programs. This
facility would be an asset for
CEU and a draw for students
interested in science programs.
Dr. Michael King, Dean of Sci-
ences at CEU indicated the con-
copt is an excellent one and CEU
isinterested in participating.

.“In order for-these dreams to
become reality a number of
steps have to be taken. The cur-
rent buildings will have to be
renovated or rebuilt. Needed
utjlities would have to be in-
stalled. UtahAmerican has of-
fered to donate 900 acres includ-
ing the buildings to the univer-
sities in the state of Utah. This
donation and subsequent tax
credit would help
UtahAmerican, they will also be
able to reclaim their reclama-
tion bond on the property.

“The next step in the process
is the feasibility study which is
underway at this time. The fed-
eral economic development
agency has granted $65,000 for
the study. This is 80 percent and
the 20 percent local share has
come from Carbon and Emery

counties as well as local mining .

companies, universities and
Kennecott. CEU is also donating
in kind service. Students from
the U of U will be helping with
this study. Seven graduate stu-

dents alongwith an advisor and
faculty member toured the fa-
cility and gathered information.
An architectural student also
surveyed the buildings and will
make recommendations con-
cerning their condition, The
business team will take a look

at all of the possibilities and-

explore the concepts for creat-
ing a self-sustaining center. A
cost estimate for the completed
project will also be developed.
The study will be completed by
Aug. 1,2003.

“We hope this project will
serve as a model for future mine
land redevelopment. There are
also sites in Park City and Ophir
which we are looking at. As our
center grows we hope to be able
to take these sites and show
people what can be done to re-
store dnd renovate them to be
an economic boost to local com-
munities,” said Hamilton.

David Patton, also from the U ! |
. of U and the director of the cen-

ter of public policy and admin-
istration said, “We haven't ex-
plored all the possibilities for
funding for the project, but the

EDA has expressed interest and -

the National Science Founda-

tion; we will also look to the leg- '

islature for funding. We have a
lot of support from local legis-
later Brad King and State Sena-
tor Mike Dmitrich. U of U will
continue to support the project
and Utah State University is
also interested. We feel thisis a
win/win situation for everyone,
UtahAmerican will satisfy its
obligations, the local econo-
mies will see a boost and the
state of Utah will acquire a valu-
able and ongoing asset in a field

camp facility that could eventu-

ally grow to become the finest

facility of its kind in the coun-

try,” said Patton.
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* The warehouse and shop facility at Horse Canyon.
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