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VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL AND FIRST CLASS MAIL

Novemb er 23,2005 (

John Baza
Director - Utah Division of Oil, Gas and Mining
1594 West North Temple
P.O. Box 145801
Salt Lake City, Utah 84114

R.e: Response to (JtahAmerican Energy Inc. November 23 Letter
Horse Canyon Mine, Lila Canyon Extension C/007/013
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Dear Director Bazg:

This letter responds ,to UtahAmerican Energy's (UEI) Novemb er 23'd letter to you
requesting that UEI be permitted to attend a meeting scheduled for December 8th between
Southerh Utah Wilderness Alliance (SUWA) and Division staff. To put this meeting in coRtext,
at the end of the Informal Conference hearing held on Novembel 8ft,-SUWA agreedlo a request
by the Division to sit down informally and discu,ss some lingering issues of concern to SUWA 

/

rggarding IJEI's application. On November 22no,I received a call from Ms. Dragoo asking
whether SUWA would object to UEI participating in the December 8th meeting. I told Ms.
Dragoo that I would consider'her request and get back to her shortly. After reflecting on UEI's
request and reviewing Ms. Dragoo's letter, SUWA believes that UEIis presence and participation
would hinder, rather than facilitate, an open disctrssion and dialogue between SUWA and the
Division and thus do not agree that UEI should be permitted to attend this info*tul meeting.

As for Ms. Dragoo's suggestion that you fraA directed SUWA to respond to the letter
provided by the Division through its counsel to SUWA at the informal conference on November
8tn (u four-page letter raising 17 separate points), there is simply no basis for this argument.
SUWA did not commit to respond to Mr. Alder's letter and you did rtot direct SUWA to do so.
At end of the informal conferbnce, you stated that SUWA wo.uld have until'Novem-ber lBth to
review the records previously ,rnuuuiluble in the public information center and provide the
Division with any additional comments. SUWA hand delivered a letter to you on November 18th
with those comments. I have attached the relevant pages from the Informal Conference
transcript that confirms this point. '

RECEIVED
N()v 2 5 2005

DIV. OF OIL, GAS & MINING

Feel free to contact rne with any questions: (801) 486-3161.

425 East 100 South
Satt Lake CiW, Utah 84717

Phonb: 801-486-3161
Fax: 807-486-4233
lilebsite: wwusuwa.org

Printed on recycted paper
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COPY OF TRAI{SCRIPT

BEFORE THE DIVISION OF OIL,  GAS AND MINING

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

STATE OF UTAH

IN THE MATTER OF THE
LILA CANYON, SUPPLEMENTAL CAUSE NO. CIOO7IO13
HORSE CANYON MINE,
CARBON COUNTY, UTAH

INFORMAL CONFERENCE

TAKEN AT' Department of Natural Resources
1594 West North Tempfe
salt Lake city, Utah g4 1 14-5go1

DATE: November g, 2OOs

, .  .  T IME:  g :O3 a . rn  :  .

REPORTER:  Nancy A.  Fu l lmer ,  RMR
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H E A R I N G  O F F I C E R  B A Z A :

w o u l - d  l i k e  t o  t a k e  t e n  m i n u t e s

d i s c u s s  t h i s .  S o  i f  y o u ' l l  a l _ l

f o r  a  f e w  m i n u t e s ,  w e , l l -  g o  o f f

c o m e  b a c k  i n  a  f e w  m i n u t e s .

H E A R I N G  O F F I C E R  B A Z A :

t o  s t r i k e ?

W a s  i t  a  m o t i o n

M F . .  A L D E R :  I  C o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e r e  i s  a

t h i n . '  f  a r  a n  i n f o r m a r  c o n f e r e n c e .  r  t h : _ n k  t h e
e i . r . r : ,  ! v !  c l t t  _ L l I l - ( J J .

r eco rd  shou l c l  be  c rea r  t ha t  i t  r ea r r y  doesn , t  h rave
i n \ t . | - l . ' i  - ^  t s a  , - J ^  . - . :  ! l ^  L t -d l l y  L r I r r I g  t o  d o  w i t h  t h e  d e c i s i o n  p r o c e s s  a n d  i t , s

n o t . h i n g  n e w

V e r y  w e l l .  I

w i t h  H e a c h e r  a n d

j u s t  h a n g  l - o o s e

t h e  r e c o r d  a n d

( R e c e s s  t a k e n .  )

H E A R f N G  O F F I C E R  B A Z A :  O k a v . W e ' 1 1  g o

b a c k  o n  t h e  r e c o r d  n o w .  L e t  m e  s t a r t  m y  c o m m e n t s

b y  s a y i n g  t h a t  r  a p p r e c i a t e  a r r  i h e  , , a r t i e . s  w h o

h a v e  b e e n  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h i s  f o r  t h e i r  e f f o r t s .  r

t h i n k  t h a t  t h e - - a n y  d e c i s r o n s  t h a t  t h e  D i v i s i o n

w i l l  m a k e  w r l l  h a v e  a d d e d  v a l u e  b e c a u s e  o f  t h i s

t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  p a r t i e s  a n d  t h e

c o m m u n i c a t . i o n  t h a t  h a s  o c c u r r e d  a n d  t h e  c o m m e n t s

t h a t  h a v e  b e e n  m a d e . S o  I  r e a l i y  a p p r e c i a t e

e v e r y o n e  t a k i n g  t . h e  t i m e  a n d  m a k i n g  t h e  e f f o r t  t o

d o  t . h i s .

i n d i c a c e C  i n  t h e  b e g i n n i n g ,  a n d
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I ' I 1  p a r a p h r a s e  w h a t  I  s a i d  i n i t i a l f y ,  L h e  p u r p o s e
i

c f .  t h i s  p r o c e e d i n g  i n  m y  m i n d  i s  t o  C e t e r m i n e

w h e t h e r  * ' h e  a p p l - i c a t i c n  f  u I f  i l l - s  t h e  i  n t e n t  o f  t h e

a d m i n i s r - r a t i v e  p r o c e s s  a n d  w h e t h e r  t h e : : e  w a S  a n y

n e w  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  b e  g a i n e d  o r  a d d e d  i n f o r m a t i o n

t h a t  c o u l d  b e  p r o v i d e d  d u r i n g  t h e  i n f o r m a l -

C o n f e r e n C e .  T h e r e ' S  b e e n  a  l o t  o f  w a t e r  u n d e r

t h e  b r i d g e  o n  t h i s .  A n d  t h e r e ' s  b e e n  a  l c t  o f

e f f o r t  a n d  t i m e  p u t  i n  b y  a l l  t h e  p a r t i e s  i n

r r t r i n n  + - r r  n r o s o n f  i n f O f m a t i O n .  H O W e V e f /  W h a t  T r V e
L - ! y  J - r l y  L \ , '  y ! s J v r r u  4 r r ; v ! r r r s  e &

h e a r d  t o d a y  d o e s n ' t  n e c e s s a r i l y  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e

i n f o r m a l  c o n f e r e n c e  n e e d S  t o  b e  c o n t i n u e d  o r

e x t e n d e d .  T h e r e  i s  a  p r o c e s s  y e t  r e m a i n i n g  w i t h

t h e  D i v i s i o n  w h e r e  t h e y  h a v e  t o  i s s u e  a  p e r m a n e n t

d e c i s i o n  w i t h i n  6 0  d b v s  o f  . t h e  c l o s e '  o f  t h e

i n f o r m a l  c o n f e r e n c e .  A n d  I  V o u ' l - d  e x p e c t  t h a t  t h e

p a r t i e s  w o u l - d  c o n t i n u e  t o  d i a J - o g u e  a n d  c o m m u n i c a t e

d r r r i n o  t - h a f  n e r i  o c l  o f  t i m e .  B u t  i n  f a r r n e s s  t ou q !  r r r Y  e r r u  u  . y - -

M r .  B I o c h  a n d  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  h e  e x p l o r e d  o u r

r e c o r d  l a s t  w e e k  a n d  w a s  n o t  a b l e  t o  f i n d  c e r t a i n

c i o c u m e n t s  t h a t  h e  f e l t  w o u l - d  h r a v e  a d d e d  t o  h i s

n r F s F n t a t -  i o n ,  I ' m  g o i n g  t o  a l l o w  t h a t  t h i s
. Y - "  a - - " J

i - n f o r r n a l  c o n f e r e n c e  w i l l  r e m a " i  n  o p e n /  t h e  r e c o r d

r e m a i n  o p e n  u n t i l  N c v e m b e r  1 B t h ,  w h i c h  i s  a b o u t

t e n  d a y s  f r o m  n o w .  S o ,  N { r .  B I o c h ,  w h a ' L  I ' l - I
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Corporate Offices: 5o West
801-989-9180

Broadway, Suite goo, Salt Lake City, Utah B*lo1
Toll Free: 8774.*t-218O Fa* 8O1-983-9tEr

i n s t r u c t  y o u  t o  d o  i s  t c  m a k e  w h a t e v e r  f u r t h e r

a n a l y s i s  o r  c c m m e n t  o r  a n ) ' t h i n g  r - h a t .  y c u  t , h i n k

w o u l c  a d d  t o - - v a I u e  t o  t h e  D i v i s i o n ' s  d e c i s i o n

m : k i n r r  h y  t h e  c l o s e  o f  b u s i n e s s  o n  N o v e m b e r  1 g t h .p

A n d  c h e n  a t  t . h a t  p c r n t  t h r s  i n f o r m a l  c o n f e r e n c e

w i l l  c l - o s e  a n d  t - h a t  i s  m y  d e c i s i o n .  V f i t h  L h a c  w e

k n o w  t h a t .  t h e  D i v i s i o n  w i l l -  t h e n  h a v e  n o  m o r e

t h a n  6 0  d a y s  i n  w h i c h  t o  r e n d e r  a  d e c i s i o n  o n  t h e

h 6 r y n ' i  { -l , s ! r . r . r r - L .  A D d ,  O f  C O U r s e ,  t h e  D i v i s i o n  s h o u l d

c o n t i n u e  t o  c o m m u n i c a t e  w i t h  t h e  p a r t i e s  i n v o l - v € d ,

{ - a a a { - ! ^L O  g e r  a n s w e r s  t o  t . h e i r  q u e s t i o n s ,  a n d  t o  e n s u r e

t h a t  t h e y ' v e  g o t  a l t  t h e  i n f o r m a t j - o n  t h e y  n e e d  t o

r e n d e r  t h a t  d e c i s i o n .  A n d  r  t h i n k  t . h a t  t h a t

t r i e s  t o  s p l i t  t h e  b a b y  a  l i t t l e  b i t .  I t , s

l o n g e r  t h a n  i i r r "  d a y s  m a y b e  n o t  a s  m u c h  a s  t h i r t y

d a y s ,  b u t  i t  w i r l  a l l o w  t h i s  r e c o r d  t o  r e m a i n

- ^ ^ A h " * { - . :\ r l , c r l  u r r u . r l  c l o s e  o f  b u s i n e s s  o n  N o v e m b e r  1 8 t , h .

Q n  - = r r . r ' i  nv v r  u y q t t ! 7  I  t h a n k  e v e r y o n e  i n v o l _ v e C .  f

a p p r e c i a t e  y o u  b e i n g  h e r e .  A g a i n ,  i t  h a s  a d d e d  t o

t h e  n r o - e S S  t o  h a v e  t h e s e  m e e t i n g s  a n d  t h e s et / !  
v v v

c o n f e r e n c € s ,  a n d  w e ' 1 1  t r y  t o  p r o g r e s s  v e r y

^ , .  - i  ^  1 . ' l  . ,  -  ^  . J  ^  ^ 1  . , :  L  i  ^  - -  -  ' r  - -  rq u a c K t y  a n C  e x p e d i t i o u s l y  f r o m  t h i s  p o i n t .

O n e  m o r e  t h i n g  o n  t h e  r e c o r d :  f  t h i n k  I

h a v e  t o  d o  a  w r i t t e n  c e c i s i o r ,  a n d  t h a t  d e c i s i o n

w i l l  b e  i s s u e d  w i t h i n  a  r e a s o n a b l e  t i m e  a f t e r  t h e


