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(UT-070)

FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT FOR THE UTAHAMERICAN
LILA CANYON MINE PROJECT AND ACCESS ROAD -

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT UT-070-99-22

o DevelopmmtofCoalRuouxminCenmthh.FimlEWimm
Impact Statement, Part 2 Site Specific Analysis, US Geological Survey,

1979.

. Uinta-Southwestern Utah Coal Leasing, Final Environmental Impact
Statement, BLM, 1981,

. Unita-Southwestern Utah Coal Region Round Two, Final Environmental
Impact Statement, BLM, 1983,

These leasgf were included in the foresceable future development scenarios, henee included in
the cumulative impacts analysis of proposed mining (all existing leases and future tracts
Pproposed for leasing).
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Based on the analysis of potential environmental impacts contained in the attached
environmental assessment, | have determined the impacts are not expected to be significant and
an environmental impact statement is not required.
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DECISION RECORD

ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT UT-070.99-12

DEVELOPMENT OF THE LILA CANYON PROJECT
EMERY COUNTY, UTAH

DECISION

It is the decixion of the Price Field Manager of the Bureau of Land Mansgement to select
MWWBW&MMWWWWM This

Elements of the Decision

My decision consists of s number of separate actions designed to meet the purpose and need for
this project. Specifically, theae actlons include: .

St LaE 'Wﬁw‘yww
the EA adininisted vy s puraer
way would encompass approximately

would be issued under authority of section 501 (8) of the Federal Land
Policy and Managmtltctqfl976 (90 stat 2776, 43 US.C. 1761) The
mtwoﬂdbcisuedfoummofﬁlinym)Mwiﬂltheﬁghtof
rencwal. ﬁemmﬂdhembjeubmﬁxiouomﬁnedinﬁe
pmposadacﬁoumdspeciﬁcadminimaﬂvereqﬁmemasomﬁnedinthe
Code of Federal Regulations(CFR), Chapter 43, part 2800. Since the
faciliﬁuwouldbeloutedwithinthebonnduiesofapanﬁuedminc,all

of the Utah Division of Oil, Gas and Mining. Approval of the right-of-
way would be contingent upon mine plan approval.
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A
( : * Grant right-of-way to construct, operate and maintain a 46 kV powerline
had 3 described in the proposed action. The grant would be issied under

authority of section 501 (a) of the Federal Land Policy and Management

Act of 1976 (90 stat 2776, 43 U.S.C, 1761.) The grant would be issued

for & term of thirty (30) years with the right of renewal. The grant would

be subject to provisions outlined in the proposed action and specific
administrative requirements as outlined in the Code of Federal Regulations
“(CFR), Chapter 43, part-2800: “Appioval of the Highi-of-way would be "~ "
contingent upon mine plan approval.

. Grant right-of-way to Emery County, Utah to construct, operate and
mainainacodhamwmmndmplﬂﬂiclndsudeaaibedindw
EA. WMof-wwmdmmWysommw
less. 'memwouldbeiawedmdermhoﬁtyofneﬁonsm(l)ofﬁe
Fed-ﬂLandPoﬁcymdeontoﬁ”G(mmzﬂé,ﬂ

thm;cﬁondwﬁcadmidmaﬁwmdmmu
outlined in the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR), Chapter 43, part 2800,
Approval of the right-of-way would be contingent upon mine plan

approval
, MIGATION ST e 0 - 5 Frll e dlil .. o S A ’\""‘:"? B
T WS I mT@ee g Rt eT g mm L e -nmw"‘.. .
" As dﬂ‘e d in theEA, the: ‘“nhn‘ on: T mﬁﬂ"i - o ph -- W in .m“"m "f'zzﬁ'm“.: or A.",""-.f"*.' K
wd«ignedtouﬁnhmas 0Bt impecti s reaiiirees withis & project area. tnaddihoﬁ,beu e
fnmgememmcﬁcsforbwhnpwmcﬁonnndmﬁntenamemm were incorporated
into the proposed action.

However,threcissuesbmughtnpinmpingthuweremnlyzedindew‘lmsultedinachmgeto
ﬂlepoposedacﬁonbytbeagencyarﬂ:emmmformiﬁm These three issucs
were grazing, wildlife and cultural resources, Detailed discussions of how these issues were
treated are discussed below.,
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These mitigations were placed in the ai)plicant‘s proposed action as suggestions to minimize the
potential for impact to the respective resources. The spplicant has not proposed these, but BLM
is requiring them as sdditional mitigation.

Cultura] Resources
It was determined that there could be indirect impacts (o a site determined to have cultural and
historical significance. As such, it was recommended that UEI submit a data recovery plan for

- the site. Tbkplmﬁﬂddinamdzeobjeeﬂmofmmy,ﬁmeﬁmefamdyﬁimduporﬁng
procedures for any resources identified.

In order to approve the plan, BLM would have to enter into 3 programmatic agreement with the
Utah State Historic Preservation Office and other consulting parties. This agreement would then
bexignedmdappmvedpﬁorwwngnmdeetom

Wildlife
mmuwwmmmwmwmwmmm
because of the poteatial loss of seeps. These mitigations were placed in the spplicant’s proposed
actionassuggeiﬁonuominimize'tbepotnﬁal for impact to the respective resources. The
mpﬁmthumtpmwadm,bmhmkuquiﬁngthmuddiﬁamlmiﬁpﬁom

PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT

- March 3, 1999 and endiiy on Apeil 4,1999. - I sidifitiois néwsbepél WHIERE or niotioss appeared
in four scparate issues 5f'the local newsp: in Carbon end Emery Counfies, Utali sunouncing
the scoping meetings and soliciting comments. Scoping meetings were held on March 2,1999, at
theCmnComxyComthouse,aswellasonMuuh4,l999,umeEmayOownyCounhousc.
Soopingidenﬁﬂedtheﬁ)uowﬁ:giuuathuwaecmiedfomﬁdinthedom

Surface subsidence

Soils, slope stability and rehabilitation stability

Ground water and surface water

Livestock grazing

Vehicular traffic

Visual resources

Vegetation potential for loss in species diversity, cover, productivity
Wilderness values

Displacement and direct disturbance of wildlife

Cultura] resources

Data was éolleaed, reviewed for adequacy, and assessed for impacts during a 24-month period
following the conclusion of public scoping. The EA was submitted for final public review and

C/ comment in July 2000.
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Comments received prior to the conclusion of the public comment period on August 7, 2000,
included those from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and Emery County Road Department,
Specific concerns raised by these entities in regards to threatened and endangered species,
hydrology, and assorted information consistency errors were addressed and incorporated into an
EA revision. The issue of R.S. 2477 assertion raised by the Emery County Road Department
was determined to be beyond the scope of this proposed action and EA, and therefore was not
incorporated into the EA revision. .

™ Vomm.

Two hmeﬁw(233wWw were received in response to a request for public
comment on the EA issued on August 10, zm.by&e&mmvhhwmmm
(SUWA). Althoughdwof'ﬂdalmnmpqioda\dedonmguzzooo.mdthevutmjoﬁty

As stated under the objectives for the regulations (43 CFR 2800) governing the issuance of
nghts—oftway, it is the objective of the Secrctary of Interior to grant rights-of-way and temporary
use permits covered by the regulations to any qualified individual, business entity, or

N r——— i
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adjacent private or other lands administered by a government agency and prevent unnecessary

O ~ Indoing so, the Secretary shall protect the natural resources associated with the public lands,

and undue environmental damage

1o the lands and resources, In approving this action, the

abjectives of the Secretary have been met,

[n reaching a decision to grant the
discussed below:

. - Through this decision BLM is onl

subject rights-of-way other factors were considered and

y approving the usé of public lénds for proposed fifné surface

facilities as related to the mining of coal. Approval of the mine plan and the subsequent mining
of coal is under jurisdiction of the Office of Surface Mining Reciamation and Enforcement

(OSM). OSM isa cooperating

cyinmiscnvhunmmmlmem;mdthaeforeunder

CEngulaﬁomunbmitswomendaﬁonfmmimplmmvdmdﬁsdomem The
mﬂmmof&emhephﬁmwﬁeAWSuuydum. BLM will
mal:_eappmnl ofthcdghu-of-myconﬁnmupon UEL having recaived approval of their

). -~ The Horse Canyon Permit Application Paikiad (ACY)

(a.significant revision 6f the Horse Canyon Periritt

agencics, the Utah Division of Wildlife Resources (UDWR)
Wﬁdlife Su‘yice (USFWS), Utah Division of Water L
Rights), Division of Environmental Quality (UDEQ) (air quality, water pollution control) and

Utah Department of Transportatio;

n (UDOT).
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( Under 30 CFR 745.13, the Secretary reserved the authority to approve mining plans or

N modifications thereto, of Federal coal leases and compliance with NEPA. The UDOGM assists
OSM in preparing a decision document that is sent to the Assistant Secretary Lands and Minerals
for approval of the Federal Mining and Reclamation Plan (M&RP). The Federal M&RP
approval will include any special conditions attached by agencies. UtahAmerican has the
foltowing valid Federal coal leases: SL-066145 (Issued 6/19/46), SL-066490 (Issued 12/31/47),
and SL-069291 (Issued 4/1/50). UtshAmerican also has the following State of Utah coal leases:
U-0126947 (issued 12/1/47), U-014217 (issued 2/1/55), and U-014218 (issued 2/1/55). These

leases would be mined upon approvat of the mine plan. Conveyance of these leases gives the

lessee certain rights and obligations to extract the mineral resources in an environmentally sound

manner. .

Surface facilities within the proposed mine site and proposed guzzlers would directly disturb

cight acres of the natural wildemness value and future designation of the immediate area as

wildemess within the Desolation Canyon Inventory Unit 8. (1999 Utah Wildemess Inventory)
... Due to topography, the direct ares of

The proposed action tmeets Wilderness Interim Management Policy objectives. No action is
proposed that would impair the wilderness character of the established WSA.

ThemoposedacﬁonisineonfommwiththeexisﬁngBLM land use plan for the arca. It also
is'oonsistmt with the Department of the Interior and BLM Interim Management Guidance for
wilderness inventory units. UtahAmerican holds valid existing rights that must be recognized.
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CONFORMANCE WITH THE LAND USE PLAN AND CONSISTENCY WITH OTHER
LAWS

Land Use Plan
The proposed action is in conformance with the objectives and recommendations of the Price
River Resource Area Management Framework Plan approved in 1983, as amended,

Coasistency with Existing Laws

This decision is consistent with Federal, state, and loca! laws imposed for the protection of the
cavironment. Specifically:

National Environmentaj Policy Act

Federal Land Policy and Management Act
Endangered Species Act

Surface Mining Contro] and Reclamation Act
Clean Water Act

National Historic and Preservation Act
Migratory Bird Treaty Act -

Bald Eagle Protection Act

IMPLEMENTATION AND APPEAL RIGHTS

Implemeditation may begin upon approval of the mine plan for the project. The rights granted
eogh the right-of-way become effective immediately following spproval of the right-of-way. ...

Within: 30 days of feceipt of tif decision, you have the right of appeal to the Board of Land

- Appesls, Office of the Secretary, in accordance with the regulations at 43 CFR 4.4. Ifan appeal

is taken, you must follow. the procedures outlined in the enclosed Form 1842-1, Information on
Taking Appeals to the Board of Land Appeals. The appeuanthasmebuﬂcnofshowingthatﬂ'le
decision appealed from is in error. ‘
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