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Dear Ms. Wright,

Thank you for the May 19, 2006 correspondence on behalf of the federal Office of Surface
Mining, with an enclosed Class 11 cultural resources survey proposal, regarding the Lila Canyon
Extension of the Horse Canyon Mine, As you know from our February 13 and March 27, 2006,
letters and your subsequent telephone consultations on this project with our office, the Hopi Tribe
claims cultural affiliation to prehistoric cultural groups in Utah, and therefore we appreciate your
continving solicitation of our input and your efforts 10 address our concerns,

As you also know from our previous letters and consultations on this project, the Hopi
Cultural Preservation Office supports the identification and avoidance of prehistoric
archaeological sites and Traditional Cultural Properties. In our previous letters we stated that we
understood that 42 acres of the 4,660 acre project ares has been surveyed for cultural resources,
and three prehistoric sites have been identified.

In our March 27 letter, we stated that we consider sites 42EM2255. 42EM2256, and
42EM2517 to be Traditional Cultural Properties. We further stated that your March 7, 2006,
cotrespandence describing a “phased identification and evaluation” did not satisfy the federal
Office of Surface Mining’s obligations pursuant to the National Historic Preservation Act to
identify cultural resources that may be eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic
Places, so that a determination of effect for the project, and proposed mitigation of adverse
effects, can be appropriately made and addressed.

We have now reviewed 4 Proposal and Sampling Design for a Class I Inventory aof the
Area of Potertial Subsidence, Lila Canyon Extension, Emery County, Utah, by Montgomery
Archaeological Consultants. We have also reviewed the Southern Utah Wilderness Alliance letter
dated May 25, 2006, regarding the proposed sampling design. RECEIV
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We find the Southern Utah Wilderness Alliance comments compelling. We arc aware of
prehistoric sites in Utah and New Mexico that have been impacted or destroyed by subsidence.
Therefore, we agree that the project proponent should be required to provide documentation to
support the assertion that subsidence “has little impact on buried resources” and allow the State
Historic Preservation Office, the Hopi Tribe, and other interested parties the opportunity to
review and comment on those sources. We also agree that areas previously surveyed in the 1980s
should not be excluded from the proposed sampling design, and appreciate that the proponent’s
decision to proceed with the proposed sampling design does not relieve the State Division or the
federal Office of Surface Mining of their obligations under the National Historic Preservation Act,

The Hopi Cultural Preservation Office defers to, and will concur with, the State Historic
Preservation Office determination whether a Class 11 or Class 111 cultural resources survey is
appropriate for this und ing. Please provide us with a copy of the survey report approved by
the State Historic Preservation Office for this undertaking, and any subsequent testing or data
recovery plans for review and comment.

Should you have any questions or need additional information, please contact Terry
Morgart at the Hopi Cultural Preservation Office. Thank you again for your consideration.

Respectfully,

-

Leigh ‘ . Ku twma, Director
Hopi Cultural Preservation Office

x¢: Utah State Historic Preservation Office
Stephen Bloch, Southern Utah Wilderness Alliance
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