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Tuesday, January 23, 2007

John Baza
from DOGM
visits public
lands council

John Baza, the director for DOGM presents
an update at the public lands council.

Photo by Patsy Stoddard
By PATSY STODDARD, Editor

John Baza the director for the Utah
Division of Oil, Gas and Mining visited
the Emery County Public Lands Coun-
cil in their January meeting.

Baza presented an overview of
DOGM and their various responsibili-
ties in regards to oil, gas and mining
activities. Baza began by explaining
that DOGM is a department under
the Utah Department of Natural
Resources, Mike Styler is the execu-
tive director of the natural resources
department which also ineludes:
forestry, fire and sovereign lands, geo-
logical survey, parks and recreation,
wildlife resources, water rights and
water resources.

DOGM operates four programs
including oil and gas conservation,
coal mining and reclamation, min-
erals mining and reclamation and
abandoned mine reclamation.

Continued on PAGE 3A.
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The Emery High Drama department participates in a spoof on soap operas. The groom, also ki
Scotty Phillips and Destiny Mink, the bride, is Charlotte Withers.

wlgeze comes the

- Emery High presents: money, power,

revenge and marvelous cloth
By PATSY STODDARD, Editor

Review

With just the right blend of drama and humor the Emery ngh Drama

The scoop on ‘school lunch _



These children look over the auction items.

for donations to help with all
the medical expenses that will
be incurred. An account is set
up at Wells Fargo.
- A benefit dinner was held
on Sat., Jan. 20 from 5-9 p.m.
at Crltter Country Fixins. A
roast beef dinner was served
and a silent auction was also
held during those hours.

At press time, Cathy Sit-
terud said; “Caleb is doing

County residents attend the benefit dinner.

remarkably well. He is surpris-
ing the doctors with his rapid

recovery. We are so excited by

his recovery and the response

and help from the people
of Emery County. Emery
County is really a place we
are proud to call home.” -

John Baza
Continued from PAGE 12

Baza said, “We are account-
able to a board that meets
monthly on adjudicated policy.
This board consists of several
members with ties to this part
of the state including: Jim
Peacock, Doug Johnson, Kent
Petersen Sam Quigley, Jean
Semborskl Robert J. Bayer
and Jake Y. Harouny.

“DOGM facilitates the de-
velopment of Utah’s mineral
resources in an environmen-
tally responsible manner. The
sales value of oil, gas, coal

Utah in 2006. This has doubled
from the years 2004 and 2005,
DOGM protects the value of the
resource.

“Coal is big to this part of
the state. SUFCO is the biggest
coal producer in the state. Our
office has 23 staff members
involved in the coal program
with monitoring, permitting
and compliance. There are 33
permitted sites in Utah which
includes mines, loadouts, re-
claimed mines, mines'in active
reclamation and forfeiture
sites,” said Baza.

The Utah mined land recla-
mation aet came into effect in
1975 and it apphes to all non-
coal minerals mining; approval
of large mine, small mine and
exploration operations; applies
to all lands in Utah except mili-
tary and Indian reservations;
does not manage mining claims
or mineral leases.

. “Wedon’t manage claims we
planage actmty” said Baza. He
also explained a little about

. Bailey, DDS
-Bailey, DDS
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and mineral was $7 billion in*

the Lila Canyon project being
proposed by Utah Amlerican
Energy, Inc. They have filed for
minmg permits for an exten-
sion of the old Horse Canyon
mine. SUWA views this as a
sensitive area and they have
filed appeals against the per-
mitting for this mine and have
been very engaged in the public
process. The company itself
has been tryilg very hard in
the permitting process. DOGM

.actually approved the mining

permit in 2001 and the permit
was ‘appealed, by SUWA and
the permit has been in the ap-
peal process ever since that
time. Utah American at the
end of November filed a 60
day notice which said basically
they want a decision on the
permit. DOGM is bound by re-
quirements and can’t approve
the permit and asked for more
time to sort it out; they are
conducting a cultural resource
analysis and working hard on
it. The 60 day clock ends on
Jan. 22 and a decision must
be made by that date. Baza
said the matter might end up
as a board hearmg which will
come before the DOGM board.

The filing of the 60 day notice

forces action on the matter.
Any appeal of a DOGM board
action would go before the
Utah Supreme Court.

SUWA has concerns about
the water, wildlife and cultural
resources of the Range Creek
area which have been the basis
of their appeals.

Baza said DOGM has been
asked to address the MK Tun-
nels in Emery County which
are on federal land. Mark

Mesch has held meetings in .

Emery County and they will
consider the input from these
meetings while trying to pre-
serve the historical factors
while making the tunnels safe
for the public to visit.

Baza said the increase of the
price of a barrel of oil from less
than $20 in 2002 to $61 per bar-
rel in January this year has led
to a flurry of oil and gas explo-
ration and drilling. The newly
found Wolverine field near
Richfield is contributing to 10
percent of the state's produc-
tion. Baza also mentioned the
working relationship they have
with the DWR with regards to
winter drilling and wildlife.
Some of the money generated
from drilling returns to assist
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- UNDERGROUND MINERS

Bndger Coal Company (s1ster mme to Energy West Mmmg Company) is conductlng a
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- Friday January 26th, 2007 - ‘
Presentations about Bridger Coal will be made and applications accepted at:

9:00 a.m., 6:00 p.m.

with the wildlife impacts.

Baza said they try to turn
around permit applications in
45 days. Baza was questioned
about some gas wells below
Green River into Grand County,
He said they are operated by
Delta and at one time they had
an uncontrolled flow out of one
of the wells, because they ex-
perienced a greater flow than
they had anticipated. DOGM
expects an increased activity
in that area with Delta and also
other people who have permits
in that area.

Baza said in 2005 there were
1,629 drilling approvals and in
2006 there were 1,924. Sixty-
seven percent of these have
been in Uintah County (gas)
and 19 percent in Duchesne
County (oil) and 10 percent all
other counties, (gas and oil.)
Other areas of activity include
the Nine Mile Canyon/Tavaputs
Plateau and the Sevier Over-
thrust Covenant Field.

Baza concluded his remarks
with his thanks to the public
lands council for allowing him
to attend the meeting and give
the DOGM update.
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