
Suzanne Steab <suzannesteab@utah.gov>

2014 Annual Report Deficiencies; Lila Canyon Mine Task ID #4801

Madsen, Karin <kmadsen@coalsource.com> Thu, Nov 5, 2015 at 7:42 AM
To: "Lisa Reinhart (lreinhart@utah.gov)" <lreinhart@utah.gov>, "Daron Haddock <daronhaddock@utah.gov> 
(daronhaddock@utah.gov)" <daronhaddock@utah.gov>, Suzanne Steab <suzannesteab@utah.gov>, "Joseph 
Helfrich (joehelfrich@utah.gov)" <joehelfrich@utah.gov>
Cc: "Hibbs, David" <dhibbs@coalsource.com>

Good morning all! 

In response to the 2014 Annual Report Review for Lila Canyon Mine, C/007/0013 Task ID #4801:

There were two deficiencies in total, one for the Mexican Spotted Owl, and one for the Vegetation Test 
Plot.

EIS has supplied the report for the Mexican Spotted Owl and it is attached.

Attached you’ll also find the field reports from James Owen’s Midterm inspection discussing the 
recommendations for work to be done on the topsoil pile, and also his follow-up inspection report showing 
that the work had been completed.

Please let me know if any further information is needed for this Annual Report.

Thank you, 

*Karin Odendahl-Madsen*

    Engineering Technician

  UtahAmerican Energy Inc.

435-888-4026
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Introduction 
 
UtahAmerican Energy, Inc. has contracted EIS Environmental & Engineering Consulting to 

conduct inventories for their 2014 Lila Canyon Mine operations on the Book Cliffs.  The 

proposed areas are located southeast of East Carbon, Utah.  Proposed activities include coal 

mining and associated disturbance.  These activities required a survey for the Mexican Spotted 

Owl (MSO).  Lila Canyon Mine has been operating since 2010.  Surveys for Mexican Spotted 

Owls at Little Park Wash were first conducted in 2013.  This species has been identified by the 

US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) through past studies as occurring, or potentially 

occurring within the project area.  Using established protocols, certified personnel of EIS 

conducted a field survey of the areas.  The survey for this project was conducted from June 14 

through August 28, 2014. 
 

Methodology 

 

Following the protocol given by the USFWS, the area of concern was divided into 4 calling 

points, 3 of which are approximately 0.5 miles away from the next.  The fourth is approximately 

1 mile from the nearest call point to adequately cover the project area.  The Little Park Wash 

survey area was surveyed in 2013. The coordinates for the call points are as follows (UTM, NAD 

83, Zone 12, Meters): 

 

Call Point East North 

LPW1 559200 4363785 

LPW2 559854 4363329 

LPW3 560316 4362623 

LPW4 557502 4363382 

 

Inventory work on the project areas was conducted from one half hour past sunset until one half 

hour before sunrise (period of highest owl activity) on June 14, 30, July 25, and August 28, 2014.  

A survey was conducted and each point and was called for at least 20 minutes, unless a predatory 

bird was identified near the call point.  Calling procedures were as follows: surveyors called with 

their voice using the four-note hoot, then listened for a return, and called with the four-note hoot 

again.  

 

Along with the inventory forms (Attachment 1), each call point surveyed was plotted on a map 

for further review and association with existing maps of potential owl use and breeding habitat 

(Plate 1). 

 



Results 

 

The Little Park Wash surveys were conducted on June 14, 30, July 25, and August 28, 2014.  

Although there may be suitable habitat, no Mexican Spotted Owls were heard or observed during 

any of the surveys.  The results for this year’s survey are MSO negative.   

 

The Little Park Wash survey area was surveyed in 2013 and again during this survey.  The two 

consecutive year survey has been completed according to USFWS protocol and no MSOs were 

found. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attachment 1 



Mexican Spotted Owl Inventory Form
Inventory Area Little Park Wash Date 6/14/2014

Management Unit BLM District Green River Quad Map Name(s) Lila Point

Survey Type Nighttime Survey Number 1 Complete Survey

Outing Number 1 Aborted Results No MSO Percent Area Surveyed 100

Observers J. Via, M. Lundberg

Notes

Call 
Point

Survey 
Method

Time 
Start

Time 
End

Time 
Total

Call 
Method

Moon 
Visible

A/V Sex Age Spp Time Bearing 
1st

Bearing
 2nd

Weather 
Wind

Weather
 Cloud

Weather 
PPT

UTM 
Easting

UTM 
Northing

LPW4 CP 2046 2106 20 V 3 70 0 557502 4363382

LPW2 CP 2120 2140 20 V 3 70 0 559854 4363329

LPW3 CP 2200 2220 20 V 2 60 0 560316 4362623

LPW1 CP 2230 2250 20 V 2 90 0 559200 4363785
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Mexican Spotted Owl Inventory Form
Inventory Area Little Park Wash Date 6/30/2014

Management Unit BLM District Green River Quad Map Name(s) Lila Point

Survey Type Nighttime Survey Number 2 Complete Survey

Outing Number 1 Aborted Results No MSO Percent Area Surveyed 100

Observers M. Serfustini, M. Lundberg

Notes

Call 
Point

Survey 
Method

Time 
Start

Time 
End

Time 
Total

Call 
Method

Moon 
Visible

A/V Sex Age Spp Time Bearing 
1st

Bearing
 2nd

Weather 
Wind

Weather
 Cloud

Weather 
PPT

UTM 
Easting

UTM 
Northing

LPW4 CP 2130 2150 20 V 2 0 0

LPW1 CP 2223 2243 20 V 1 0 0

LPW2 CP 2256 2316 20 V 1 0 0

LPW3 CP 2336 2356 20 V 1 0 0

Friday, August 29, 2014 Page 23 of 25



Mexican Spotted Owl Inventory Form
Inventory Area Little Park Wash Date 7/25/2014

Management Unit BLM District Green River Quad Map Name(s) Lila Point

Survey Type Nighttime Survey Number 3 Complete Survey

Outing Number 1 Aborted Results No MSO Percent Area Surveyed 100

Observers M. Lundberg, M. Serfustini

Notes

Call 
Point

Survey 
Method

Time 
Start

Time 
End

Time 
Total

Call 
Method

Moon 
Visible

A/V Sex Age Spp Time Bearing 
1st

Bearing
 2nd

Weather 
Wind

Weather
 Cloud

Weather 
PPT

UTM 
Easting

UTM 
Northing

LPW4 CP 2108 2128 20 V 1 90 0

LPW1 CP 2152 2212 20 V 0 100 0

LPW2 CP 2223 2243 20 V 0 100 0

LPW3 CP 2300 2320 20 V 0 100 2
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Mexican Spotted Owl Inventory Form
Inventory Area Little Park Wash Date 8/28/2014

Management Unit BLM District Green River Quad Map Name(s) Lila Point

Survey Type Nighttime Survey Number 4 Complete Survey

Outing Number 0 Aborted Results No MSO Percent Area Surveyed 100

Observers M. Serfustini, J. Via

Notes

Call 
Point

Survey 
Method

Time 
Start

Time 
End

Time 
Total

Call 
Method

Moon 
Visible

A/V Sex Age Spp Time Bearing 
1st

Bearing
 2nd

Weather 
Wind

Weather
 Cloud

Weather 
PPT

UTM 
Easting

UTM 
Northing

LPW3 CP 2027 2047 20 V 1 10 0

LPW1 CP 2107 2127 20 V 2 10 0

LPW2 CP 2024 2044 20 V 0 10 0

LPW4 CP 2109 2129 20 V 1 0 0
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Plate 1 
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