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Denver Field Branch 
Mine Site Evaluation Narrative 

 
Permittee:    UtahAmerican Energy, Inc. 
Operator:   UtahAmerican Energy, Inc. 
Site:     Lila Canyon Mine 
Permit No:    C/007/0013 
Date of Inspection:   January 24, 2018 
Inspection Type:   Oversight partial 
Weather:  Sunny, clear, and cold with soft ground conditions 
Operator Representative(s): Karin Odendahl-Madsen 
State Official(s): Karl Houskeeper, Division of Oil, Gas and Mining  
OSMRE Official(s):  Tom Medlin #562 
 
Background 
This was an oversight partial inspection at the Lila Canyon Mine in Carbon County, Utah. Lila 
Canyon is an underground coal mine associated with the reclaimed Horse Canyon Mine. At 
present the permit area includes 42.60 acres of surface disturbance. Prior to and following this 
inspection, I performed an administrative review of pertinent documentation including the 2016 
Annual Report; water quality memorandum WQ 17-2; Spill Prevention, Control, and 
Countermeasures (SPCC) plan; various maps and drawings; and recent DOGM inspection 
reports.  
 
Mine and Permit Identification Signs R645-301-521.241 
The mine and permit identification sign was stationed at the appropriate point of public access 
and contained the required information. See Figure 1. 
 
Perimeter Markers R645-301-521.251 
Yellow-painted t-posts delineated the disturbed area perimeter, as required. See Figure 2. 
 
Roads R645-301-534.150 
The Mine Facilities Access / Truck Loadout Road was in good repair, exhibiting positive 
drainage and surface stability. The road had been treated to control fugitive dust emissions, as 
required. See Figure 3. 
 
Explosives R645-301-524.800 
The powder and cap magazines were labeled, secured, and earth-bonded, as required. See Figure 
4. 
 
Hydrology R645-301-731 
Diesel and gasoline aboveground storage tanks were intact and featured secondary containment 
as required by the SPCC. See Figure 5. 
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Noncoal Mine Waste R645-301-528.331 
The site was generally tidy and free of uncontrolled noncoal mine waste. However, some scrap 
sections of corrugated metal pipe were observed in the vicinity of Sediment Pond 1. The operator 
representative agreed to relocate or dispose of the material. 
 
Sedimentation Ponds R645-301-742.220 et seq 
Sedimentation Ponds 1 and 2 were in good condition with stable embankments, adequate 
sediment storage capacity, and unobstructed spillways, as required. Sediment Pond 2 had been 
recently cleaned out, though partially so, due to “soupiness” of the material. Both ponds were dry 
at the time of this inspection. See Figures 6 and 7. 
 
Maintenance Items 
The operator representative will ensure the scrap corrugated metal pipe described in this report 
under “Noncoal Mine Waste” is relocated or disposed of. 
 
Enforcement Actions 
No enforcement actions were taken as a result of this inspection, nor are any pending. 
 
Photos: 
 

 
Figure 1. Mine and permit identification sign. 
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Figure 2. Disturbed area perimeter marker. 
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Figure 3. Mine Facilities Access / Truck Loadout Road. 
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Figure 4. Explosives (caps) magazine. 
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Figure 5. Diesel and gasoline storage area. 
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Figure 6. Sedimentation Pond 1. 
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Figure 7. Sedimentation Pond 2. 


