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February 8, 1932

Inspection Memo

to Coal File:
RE: Beaver Creek Coal Company

Gordon Creek #2 Mine
ACT/007/016
Carbon County, Utan

DATE: December 29, 1981

TIME: 8:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m.

WEATHER : Partly Cloudy and Cold

COMPANY OFFICIALS: Dan Guy and Jim Voorhees

STATE OFFICIALS: Andrew Burton, Ken Wyatt and David Lof

ENFORCEMENT ACTION: None

Compliance With Permanent Performance Standards

771 et al Permits

An approval letter from the Division dated May 11, 1978, was available at
Beaver Creek's Price office, as was a USGS January 24, 1978, approval for
Gordon Creek's 211 mine plan. No new developments were currently in progress
at the mine.

817.11 Signs and Markers

Mine identification signs and perimeter markers were posted as required.

817.21-.25 Topsoil

There have been no new developments, since enactment in 1977 of SMCRA,
requiring topsoil removal and storage.

817.41-.52 Hydrologic Balance

At the time of the inspection, there was approximately 12-18 inches of
snow on the ground. The snow from the snow removal work had been stockpiled
along the perimeters of the pad. Northeast of the bathhouse, some snow from
the disturbed area had been pushed into the undisturbed drainage of Bryner
Creek. The amount of disturbed area snow which had been placed into the
undisturbed drainage was quite small. Inspectors informed the operator to be
more careful in the future and that snow is to be treated just as any other
runoff is treated.

The operator was asked to place straw bales around the inlet to the pipe
which conveys water from the seep above the fan into the Left Fork of Bryner
Creek. The operator informed inspectors that they are planning on
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constructing a cement collection drain for the seep in the spring or summer.
Prior to construction of the cement collection drain for the seep, the
operator should submit plans to the Division for approval. Also, after
briefly reviewing the Gordon Creek #2 MRP, the inspectors question why the
seep is not discussed in the text or illustrated in the plans.

Tne test plots in the Right Fork of Bryner Canyon have been seeded, fenced
and straw bales placed along the perimeter to control runoff in this area.

While discussing the necessity for buffer zone signs along the Left Fork
of Bryner Canyon, Mr. Guy explained that it was an ephemeral stream,
therefore, not required to have buffer zone signs. Upon returning to the
Division and briefly reviewing the Gordon #2 MRP, a discrepancy was found as
to whether or not Bryner Canyon was an intermittent stream as stated in
Section 3.4.3.1 or an ephermeral stream as stated in Section 7.2.2.2. It is
suggested that the mine operator address this discrepancy in his mine plan
within the immediate future to avoid possible delays in the mine plan review.

817.52 Surface and Ground Water Monitoring

Available at the mine offices was a copy of the NPDES permit, #UT-0023132,
for the sediment pond. The expiration date for the permit is June 30, 1982.
Water monitoring data were available for the months of September and October.
No violations of effluent limitations were noted.

817.71-.73 Disposal of Underground Development Waste and Excess Spoil
and Nonacid and Nontoxic-forming Coal Processing Waste

According to the operator, all underground development waste which is
created during the mining process remains underground.

817.89 Disposal of Noncoal Waste

There is a pit where noncoal waste is temporarily stored until it is
hauled to the Price landfill which is located near the Price airport.

817.97 Protection of Fish, Wildlife and Related Environmental Values

Ron Joseph with the Fish & Wildlife Service conducted a field inspection
of Beaver Creek operations during the week of August 24-28, 1981, at which
time he determined since there was no evidence of raptors having frequented
the mining area, that the power lines did not represent a hazard to raptors.
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817.121-.126 Subsidence Control

According to Mr. Guy, there is a subsidence monitoring plan for Gordon
Creek #2. However, it has not been approved, therefore, it has not been
implemented. .

DAVID LOF
RECLAMATION OFFICER

cc: Tom Ehmett, OSM
Dan Guy, Beaver Creek Coal Company
Dave Meyer, Beaver Creek Coal Company
Inspection Staff
Andrew Burton

DL/btb
Statistics:

See Gordon Creek #3 & 6 memo dated January 22, 1982.
Grant: A& E



