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Attn: Hlchacl Rogenthll rnd thlt Srnln

FrAqnNo olstrlct Hanagcr, t{oab

SubJect: Leavfng subsfdcnce protectlon under Beaver Crcek, Gotdon Creek
llo. 2 llfne, Bsaver Creek Coal Conpany

Beaver Creek Coel Coapany (BCCC) suhltted a prcposal to our Prlcc Rlver
Resource Area offfco on Febnrary 25, 1985 rfth copler to OSil rnd D0Gll. 8€CCrs
proposrl nrs lnltlrted becrusc of an OSH rtlpulatlon In tha Aogust 1984 perrlt
approval. Thls rtlpulatlon rcqulres regulatory authorlty epprovrl rbefore
secondarT alnlng tales place lnslde of r 20 dcAree anglc of drar Barsurtd frod
vertlcal on each bank of Beaver Creek'. Thc pr.oposal provldes for lervlng
adequata subsldence prutectlon uhlle ruxlalzlng coal recovery rlthln the 20
degree angle of drax under Berver Creek.

As noted In BCCCTs proposal, coal plllrs would be developed on 70 by 4O-foot
centcrs leavlng plllars 50 by 20 feet based on 20-foot extractlon betreen
plllars. The safety factor (ratlo of plllar stnengtlr to overburden load)
calculated by BCCC rould be 2.4 rhlch is better than the ?.0 consldered safe
for nost nlnlng purposes. The ptllar strength (4,161 psl) ls bascd on a corl
strcngth of 31200 psl. These values are acceptable to us rnd are conslstent
xlth values belng used elserhere ln the anaar such as at Valley Carp's Ballna
$ a  t  f t a 6 -
l l t l o  I  l l 3 r l c r

There ar.e 550 or less feet of landstonos and rhles over the coal sean under
Beaver Creek. Thc nuncrous srndstones rro gcnerally thlckbedded to nrsslve
rnd are reslstlnt to cavlng over spans of 20 or ntore feat. At least one
nasslve srndstone ls In tho range of 30 feet thlck. BCCC developed and pulled
the plllars ln at least three penels beneath the Berver Creek dralnage on
elther slde of the prnel presently belng consldered. Slgnlflcant subslderrco
has not occurred ln these nlned-out prnels to drte. Subsldence undcr the
proposed prnel uslng thc above outllned nlnlng mathod ls not antlclpatecl.
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It ls our reconnendrtlon that tlncly rpproval of the BCCC proposrl bc nade.
Thls actlon ls needed bafore n{nlng rdvrnce ll halted due to gcologlc condltlons.
yhlch rll l fnltlrte netreat nlnlng operttlons. lflthout ttncly rpprcval' coal
rhlch rosld oUrcwlrc bc racovcrable, muld renaln In thc largc 50 by 60-foot
plllarr thrt should be spllt to lcavc thc prrpored 50 by ?0-foot plllrrs.

If you hrve any srertlons, plauc contect Allen Vance In our Prlco offlca rt
(g0l ) 637-458{.

ls/ Kennsth V. ithea

cc: SD, Utah (U-gUl) dprcposal
D0Gl{. Salt take Clty' Utrh. Attn: }hry Eoucek't
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