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February 13, 1985

Dr. Dianne Nielson, Director )
Utah Division of 0il, Gas and Mining
355 West North Temple
.~ -3 Triad Center, Suite 350
= Salt Lake City, Utah 84180-1203

Re: Gordon Creek Area :
Abandoned Mine Reclamation

Dear'Dr. Nielson:

Per our conversation of last week, here's data regarding opén
portals from abandoned m1nes as we]] as other reclamation needs in
- the Gordon Creek area.

“'.QfThere are possibly as many as 18 open or semi-open portals in the
~ immediate vicinity of the old Sweets, Consumers, National Blue
Blaze and Swisher No. 1 Mines. Many of these open portals are
easily accessed by the public in the form of hunters and families
on weekend excursions.

"1 have personally witnessed people going into an abandoned portal
and asked/ordered them to come out and leave the area. I am
obviously extremely concerned that once the outdoor recreation
season again comes around, more people will be exposing themselves
to the hazards created by these abandoned mines.

Sti11 another comcern-in this same area is the water pollution
 caused by mine refuse or simply abandoned coal. For example, the
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drainage in the area of the old Swisher No. 1 Mine flows through
mining reject material. After each snow melt or rainfall,
additional refuse is deposited in the creek, thus polluting a
stream in which considerable sums are expended to ensure clean
runoff,

Based on the obvious hazards to the public, we at Beaver Creek Coal
Company feel that the Gordon Creek area should be considered for a
high priority in the Abandoned Mines Reclamation Program, allowing
for some reclamation to begin in 1985.

I appreciate your consideration of this additional data, and I look
forward to any new information you can give me pertaining to the
possibility of reclaiming the abandoned mines in the Gordon Creek
area.

Respectfully,

W%W&%

J.A. Herickhoff

JAH/rs
Encl.

cc: D.W. Guy
File





