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TO:

FROM:

RE:

Coa l  F i I e ,  I nspec t i on  and  En fo r cemen t
At^ t

Tom l { r i gh t ,  M in i ng  F ie l d  Spec ia l i s t '  
' "

Beave r  C reek  Coa t  Company ,  go rO

0n Apr i }  9 ,  1985  I  conduc ted  a  par t ia l  i nspec t ion  o f  the
Gordon  Creek  #2  and  7  fac i l - i t i es .  Dave  Hooper  and  R ick
Summers ,  Hydro log is ts  fo r  the  D iv i - s ion  accompan ied  me on  the
inspec t ion .  Dan  Guy  o f  Beaver  Creek  Coa l  Company  was  con tac ted
and  toured  the  fac i l i t i es  w i th  us .  The  weather  was  cLear  and
v{a rm w i th  runo f f  f rom me l t ing  snow occur r ing .

l fa te r ing  o f  the  m ine  access  roao  and  the  coun ty  road  be low
the  permi t  a rea  was  be ing  done  by  Beaver  Creek  dur ing  the
inspec t ion .  Berms fo r  the  Wate r  Loadou t  a rea  were  worn  bu t
func t iona l  w i th  no  s igns  o f  any  f low b reech ing  the  c res ts .

Beaver  Creek  has  p roposed  a  mod i f i ca t ion  to  recons t ruc t
the  Loadou t  by  res to r ing  the  s t ream to  the  o r ig ina l  channe ]  and
cons t ruc t ing  a  f i l l up  pond  on  the  p resen t  fac i l i t y .  Bo th
hydro log is ts  adv ised  Mr .  Guy  tha t  ado i t i ona l  i n fo rmat ion  wou ld
be  needed  be fo re  rev iew o f  the  p roposa l  cou ld  be  made.

D ischarge  f rom the  sed iment  pond  fo r  the  #2  mine  pad  was
occur r ing  on  th is  da te .  Th is  fLow appeared  a t  f i r s t  v iew ing
no t  p roper l y  rou ted  th rough  the  d ischarge  in le t ,  however ,  on
c loser  examina t ion  o f  the  in take  fo r  the  cu lve r t ,  f l ow was
en te r ing  i t .  Samples  o f  the  d ischarge  were  taken  and  sen t  to
the  S ta te  Hea l th  Labora to ry  fo r  ana lys is .  As  o f  th i s  t ime  no
repor t  on  the  tes t  resu l t s  has  oeen  rece ived .

Beaver  Creek  reques ted  an  ex tens ion  to  aba te  No t i ce  o f
V io la t ion  N85-8 -5 -1 ,  i ssued  fo r  fa i l u re  to  p ro tec t  an
unc l i s tu rued  d ra inage  f rom con tamina t ion .  Because  o f  the  need
fo r  fo rmu la t ion  o f  p lans  to  p reven t  th i s  f rom recur r ing ,  an
ex tens ion  to  May  18 ,  I9B5  was  g ran ted .

Three  ( t )  gab ions  Ioca ted  under  the  be l t l i ne  be tween the
#7  and  tZ  pads  were  heav i l y  impac ted  w i th  coa l  debr i s  and
sed iment .  The  upper  two  s t ruc tu res  were  f i l l ed  w i th  mate r ia l
and  oepos i t i on  o f  th i s  mate r ia l  i n  the  cu lve r t  i n le ts  be low the
s t ruc tu res  had  occur red .  Accord ing  to  the  D iv i s ion  o f  0 i1 ,  Gas
anc j  M in ing  approva l ,  th i s  ma in tenance  shou ld  be  done  as  need
and  as  these  s t ruc tu res  were  no  longer  e f fec t i ve ,  N0V N85-8-5 - I
t ras  i ssued  and  reads  as  fo1Jows.
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Nature  o f  V io l -a t ion

Fa iJ -u re  to  p reven t  to  the  ex ten t  poss ib le  add i t i ona l
con t r ibu t ions  o f  sed iment  to  s t reamf low o r  to  runo f f  ou ts ide
the  permi t  a rea .

Prov is ions  o f  the  Regu la t ion  Ac t  o r  Permi t  V io la ted

uMc 8 ]7 .45( i )
uMc 817 .8 r (2 )
uMc 8L7  .4V G)

Por t ion  o f  t l re  Opera t ion  to  wh ich  NOV app l ies

Three  gab ions  in  o ra inage  d i t ch  on  access  road  to  l t7
por ta ls  under  the  be l t l i ne

Remed ia l  Ac t ion

C l .ean  sed iment  f rom s t ruc tu res  and  cuLver t  i n le ts

T ime fo r  Aba tement

Two weeks  o r  no  la te r  than  Apr i l  25 ,  1985

In  a  conversa t ion  w i th  Dan  Guy  on  Apr i l  l f ,  1985 ,  he
in fo rmeo me tha t  the  gab ions  had  a l ready  been  c . Iea red  to  aba te
the  v ioLa t ion .  An  inspec t ion  o f  the  s i te  on  Apr i l  I8 ,  1985
revea led  tha t  the  gab ions  had  been  cJearedr  so  NOV N85-5-6 -1
was  te rmina ted  e f fec t i ve  Apr i I  I8 ,  I985 .

Mos t  o f  the  snow cover  on  the  t t7  pad  had  me l ted  so  tha t
su r faces  were  v i sab le .  Some runo f f  was  f low ing  to  the  sed iment
pond  on  th is  da te  bu t  no  d i -scharge  was  occur r ing .  As  the
sur face  o f  the  s i tes  d ry  adequa te ly  fo r  access  ma in tenance
shou ld  be  done  where  needed .

en
cc :  Joe  He l f r i ch

Donna Gr i f f i n
Dan Guy
John  Whi tehead

Sta t i s t i cs :
See  Tower  memo da ted  Apr i l  15 ,  1985
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