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To:

FROM:

RE:

March  29 ,  1985

CoaI  F i le ,  Inspec t ion  and  En fo rcement  FoLder
a t t

Tom l { r igh t ,  M in ing  F ie Id  Spec ia l i s t  /  U

Beaver  Creek

0n  March  2L ,  1985 ,  I  condue ted  a  par t ia l  i nspec t ion  o f  the  Gordon
Creek  t2  and  l t7  M ine .  Ber t  JeanseLme o f  Beaver  Creek  accompan ied  me
on the  inspec t ion .  The  weather  was  warm and  sunny .

Mos t  o f  the  snow cover  on  the  #2  por ta l  a rea  had  me l ted  by  th i s
inspec t ion ,  bu t  heavy  snovr  cover  in  excess  o f  two  fee t  rema ined  on
the  #7  por ta l  a rea .  Beeause  o f  the  snow cover  and  warm tempera tu res
heavy  runo f f  was  occur r ing  on  the  permi t  a rea .  A I l  runo f f  observed
on  the  d is tu rbed  a rea  appeared  to  be  rou ted  p roper l y  th rough
sed iment  con t ro ls .

Con tamina t ion  o f  the  ma in  und is tu rbed  bypass  v /as  no ted  and
pho tographed  a t  two  loca t ions .  A t  the  f i r s t  con tamina t ion r  oD the
I t7  M ine  pad  a rea  be tween the  fan  and  the  sed iment  pond ,  con tamina ted
snow had  been  pushed  in to  the  d ive rs ion  c rea t ing  a  par t ia l  b lockage
in  the  channe l .  A t  the  second  con tamj .na t ion  on  l t z  M ine  pad  a rea ,
be tween the  coa l  s tockp i le  fo r  #7  M ine  and  the  mine  ba thhouse ,  coa l
f i nes  were  sca t te red  in  the  d ra inage  and  on  the  und j . s tu rbed  s lopes .
As  a  resu l t  o f  th i s  con tamina t ion ,  No t i ce  o f  V io la t ion  N85-8 -5 -1  was
issued  and  reads  as  foL lows :

Natu re  o f  the  V ioJ .a t ion

Fa iLure  to  p reven t  to  the  ex ten t  poss ib le  add i t i ona l
con t r ibu t ions  o f  sed iment  to  s t ream f low o r  runo f f  ou ts ide  the
permi t  a rea .

Prov is ion  o f  the  Regu la t ion ,  ACT o r  permi t  V io la ted

uMc 8L7 .45
ucA 40-10-18  (1 )  ( i )
UMC 8 I7 .4 t  ( c )

Por t ion  o f  the  Opera t ion  to  t {h i ch  the  Not i ce  App l ies

l .  Und is tu rbed  D ivers ion  D i tch  t7  pad  be tween fan  and  sed iment
pond .

2 .  Und is tu rbed  D ivers ion  D i tch  l t z  pad  f rom coaJ  s tockp i le  to
ba thhouse .
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ACT /OO7 /OL5
March  29 ,  L985

Remed iaL  Ac t i on  Requ i red

1 .  C lean  con tam ina t i on

2 .  Submi t  p l ans  t o  t he
con tam ina t i on  o f  t he

T ime  fo r  Aba temen t

out  o f  und is tu rbed  d ive rs ion .

D iv i s ion  fo r  p reven t ion  o f
und is tu rbed  d ra inage  in  the  fu tu re .

No  la te r  than  Apr i l  12 ,  1985

Both  sed iment  ponds  on  the  permi t  a rea  were  examined .  The  pond  fo r
I t7  pad  was  snow covered  w i th  a  f rozen  sur face .  No  d ischarge  was
occur r ing  f rom i t  th i s  da te .  The  pond  fo r  l l 2  pad  had  a  la rge  vo lume
of  wa te r  and  was  d ischarg ing .  Samples  o f  th i s  f l ow v ras  co l lec ted
and  sen t  to  the  s ta te  Labora to ry  fo r  ana lys is .

A  p rob lem had  ex is ted  in  the  pas t  yeax  w i th  po ten t ia l  con tamina t ion
o f  the  perenn ia l  s t ream a t  the  wa te r  Loadou t  a rea  when the  a rea  was
in  use .  As  the  opera to r  was  wate r ing  the  access  road  on  th is  da te ,
an  examina t ion  o f  the  loadou t  a rea  was  conduc ted .  Berms fo r  the  a rea
were  worn  bu t  func t iona ]  w i th  no  s igns  o f  any  s t ream con tamina t ion

Now tha t  snow cover  i s  rap id ly  me l t ing  on  the  permi t  a rea ,  ev idence
o f  weax  and  tear  on  the  s i te  and  the  need  fo r  ma in tenance  o f  be rms
and cu lve r ts  i s  v i sab le .  A t  th i s  po in t  no  v io la t ions  ex is t  on  these
however ,  i f  ma in ta inence  i s  no t  conduc ted  the  po ten t ia l  fo r
v io la t ions  to  occur  i s  g rea t .

In  a  meet ing  a t  Beaver  Creek  o f f i ce  on  March  28 ,  l -985 ,  I  adv ised  Dan
Guy tha t  th i s  work  shou ld  t re  done  qu ick ly  to  p reven t  v io l ,a t ions  f rom
occur r ing .

re

cc :  Donna  Gr i f f i n ,  0SM
Dan Guy ,  BCCC
Joe He l - f  r i ch ,  D0GM

Sat is t i cs :

0164Q-20-21

See Beaver  Creek  Coa l  Company ,  Gordon  Creek  #3&.6  memo
dated  March  29 ,  1985


