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March 29, 1985

T0: Coal File
FROM: Pamela Grubaugh-Littig, Reclamation Engineer{?ﬁgz//
RE: BLM Applying Pressure to Approve Mining Under Beaver

Creek, Beaver Creek Coal Company, Gordon Creek #2 and
#7 Mine, ACT/007/016, #3, Carbon County, Utah

Mr. Boyd McKean called me on March 29, 1985 to discuss
the situation of second mining under the Beaver Creek. He said
that he would "bet his life" on the fact that it would not
subside substantially and interrupt the stream. The tone of
the conversation was that the regulation UMC 817.126 is
riduculous and half of the coal in Carbon and Emery counties
would not have been removed if this regulation was taken
seriously in the past. He charged that the state is also
charged with maximum coal recovery (UMC 817.59) and asked what
we do about that.

I read him the UMC 817.126 regulation and told him
this is an exclusionary regulation.

He believes from his experience that nothing will
happen to the stream. He cited that what OSM did with Valley
Camp to let them mine under the stream was noteworthy. (They
[OSM] changed the classification of the stream from perennial
to intermittent!) They, therefore, ignored the UMC 817.126
regulation.

About an hour after Boyd McKean called, Shannon
Hoefeler (District BLM Office, Price) called. She was
inquiring about the status of Beaver Creek and wanted to know
whether we would take a conservative approach or not. I told
her the regulation and we must make our decision based upon the
information submitted. She alsoc said that the area and state
offices of the BLM are in disagreement on this issue.

It was a friendly discussion with a big shove behind
the politeness!
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cc: Rick Smith
John Whitehead

9075R~-31



