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TO:

FROM:

RE:

Coa l  F i Ie ,  Inspec t ion  and  En fo rcement  Fo Ider

Tom V{ r igh t ,  M in ing  F ie Id  Spec ia } i s t  70 'J

Beaver  Creek  Coa l  Company ,  Gordon  Creek  2  and  7 '

0n  February  2 I ,  L985  I  conduc ted  a  par t ia l  i nspec t ion  o f  the  Gordon
Creek  #2  and  l t7  s i te .  Dan  Guy  o f  Beaver  Creek  accompan ied  me on  the
inspec t ion .  The  weather  was  sunny  and  v {a rm.

Some work  has  been  done  by  the  opera to r  to  improve  the  s i te  sed iment
con t roLs .  In  l -oca t ions  where  con tamina ted  snow had  been  s tockp i led
c l ,ose  to  berms on  pas t  inspec t ions  the  s tockp i les  had  been  moved  to
more  secure  pos i t i ons .  D i t ches  fo r  rou t ing  d is tu rbed  f low f rom the
#2  pad  to  the  sed iment  pond  had  been  c leaned  and  ma in ta j .ned .  The
opera to r  r , {as  us ing  a  cobb les tone  mate r ia l  to  inc rease  the  he igh t  o f
berms a t  the  en t rance  o f  the  l l 2  pad  to  p reven t  con tamina ted  runo f f
f rom leav ing  the  a rea  by  the  road  sur face .

Add i t i onaL  s t rawba les  had  been  p laced  fo r  sed iment  con t ro l  i n  the
road  d i t chL ine  nex t  to  the  ups lope .  Mr .  Guy  ind ica ted  tha t
add i t i ona l  ba les  wou ld  be  p laced  in  the  d i t ch  l i ne  shor t l y .

Runo f f  f rom the  d is tu rbed  a rea  was  f low ing  in to  the  sed iment  pond
fo r  the  l t z  m ine  pad .  The  pond  sur face  i t se l f  v ras  f rozen  bu t  i t
appeared  tha t  the  vo lume o f  wa te r  p resen t  vJas  near  capac i t y .

F rom the  the  roar ing  sound  coming  f rom the  cu lve r t  i t  appeared  tha t
d ischarge  was  occur r ing .  However ,  due  to  the  s teepness  o f  the  s lope
a t  the  d ischarge  po in t  and  heavy  snow cover  I  was  unab le  to  samp le
any  d j -scharge .

I  adv ised  Mr .  Guy  tha t  access  fo r  samp l ing  mus t  be  ava i lab le  and
sugges ted  tha t  some method  fo r  samp l ing  f rom the  d ischarge  cu lve r t
De  cons t ruc ted  a t  a  more  accessab le  spo t .  Mr .  Guy  ind ica ted  tha t
th is  was  poss ib le  and  a  h inged  door  cou l "d  be  cu t  in  the  top  o f  the
d iseharge  cu lve r t  to  a I Iow sampl ing .

The  sur face  o f  the  m ine  hau l road  jus t  beLow the  en t rance  to  the  m ine
pao  had  begun  to  thaw and  tu rned  mushy .Th is  a rea  ex tended
approx imat l y  100  fee t  down the  road  toward  the  ma i .n  h ighway .  No
runo f f  f rom th ls  a rea  v /as  leav ing  the  road  sur face  and  no  s igns  o f



Page  2
ACT /AO7 /006
March  4 ,  1985

any  damage were  found .  A l though  no  v lo l -a t ions  had  deve loped  on  th is
a rea  the  opera to r  shou ld  ma in ta in  the  su r face  to  p reven t  any
poss lb le  v io la t ions  in  the  fu tu re .

No  v io la t ions  were  no ted  on  th is  inspec t ion .

re

cc :  Donna  Gr i f  f  j -n ,  OSM
Dan Guy ,  BCCC
Joe He l f r i ch ,  D0GM
Mary  Boucek ,  D0GM

Sta t i s t l cs :  See  Beaver  Creek  Coa l  Hun t ing ton  #4  memo da ted
February  26 ,  1985
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