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January  V I ,  1985

T0 :  CoaL  F i l - e ,  I nspec t i on  and  En fo r cemen t
I t^J

FROM:  Tom t t { r i gh t ,  M in i ng  F ie l d  Spec ia l i s t

RE :  Beave r  C reek  Coa I  Companv ,  Go rdon  C reek  #2  and  #7 ,

DATE:
JTME:

WEATHER:
EOMFTTIT OFFICIAL:
ffi
f f i roN:

January  23 ,  24 ,  1985
9 :00  A .M.  10  A .M.
9245  A .M.  11 :10  A .M.
C lear ,  co Id ,  heavy  sno t l l cover
Dan Guy
Tom Wr lgh t

Compl iance  w i th  Permanent  Per fo rmance  S tandards

UMC e t  a1  Permi ts

Permi ts  and  in fo rmat ion  examined  a t  the  opera to r rs  o f f i ce  inc luded :

1 .  Permanent  p rogram approva l  g ran ted  by  the  D iv i s i .on  in  a
le t te r  da ted  AugusE 27 ,  L984 .

2 .  Approva l  f rom the  D iv is ion  fo r  the  rec lamat ion  o f  l t 2
Eas t  por ta ls  in  a  le t te r  da ted  Sep tembet  2 I ,  L984 .

3 .  Cer t i f i ca t ion  o f  sed iment  ponds  da ted  JuLy  17 ,  1984
f rom a  Beaver  Creek  reg is te red  p ro fess iona l  eng i .neer .

UMC 817 .L I  S igns  and  Markers

The  mine  iden t l f i ca t ion  s ign  v las  pos ted  on  the  en t rance  road  and
con ta ined  the  in fo rmat lon  requ i red .

UMC 817 .21  -  .23  Topso i l

A  p rev ious  i -nspec t lon  da ted  0c tober  7 r  1984  ment ions  a  p rob lem w i th
s tab i l i za t ion  c racks  on  the  / /7  m ine  topso i l  s tockp i le .  A l though
heavy  snow cover  t vas  p resen t  on  the  s tockp i le  dur ing  th i s
inspec t ion ,  i t  appea ts  the  a rea  was  s tabLe  fo r  the  t ime be ing .
Sur face  o f  the  snow cover  t vas  smooth  and  no  s igns  o f  s lumpage was
seen .  Th is  s tockp i le  w i l l  be  ca re fu l l y  examined  when cond i t i ons
a l low fo r  i t .
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UMC 8 f7 .41  -  .52  Hydro log ic  Ba lance

The en t i re  m ine  a rea  had  a  heavy  snow cover  on  the  g round  on  th is
da te .  No  runo f f  was  occur r ing  dur ing  th i s  inspec t ion .  A t  th i s
t ime,  the  opera to r  has  no t  u t i l i zed  the  inac t i ve  Gordon  l l 3  a rea  fo r
snow s to rage  f rom l t z  and  7  as  approved  by  the  D iv i s ion .

Two a reas  where  snow was  s tockp i led  were  o f  eoncern .  0n  the  f i r s t
( the  topso i l  s tockp i le  a rea  on  t l7 )  r  snow was  p i led  aLmost  to  the
edge  o f  the  und is tu rbed  bypass .  A t  the  second  (#2  pad  nex t  to  the
hau l road) ,  snow t r las  p i led  ve ry  c lose  to  the  d ra inage  b reak  be tween
the  hau l road  and  the  pad .  A l though  no  con tamina t ion  o f f  the
d is tu rbed  axea  had  occur red ,  I  adv ised  Mr .  Guy  tha t  p lacement  o f
these  snowp i les  were  marg ina l  and  these  shou ld  be  moved  as  the
po ten t ia l  fo r  v io la t ions  ex j -s ted .  These  a reas  w i l I  be  ca re fu l l y
mon i to red  on  fu tu re  inspec t ions .

Some snow had  been  s tockp i led  above  the  sed iment  pond  on  t l z  m ine .
Runof f  f rom th is  wou l -d  be  rou ted  to  the  pond  w i th  no  p rob lems
ev i .den t .

An  a t tempt  was  made to  examine  the  gab ions  in  p lace  benea th  the
conveyor  be l t  l i ne  be tween l l 7  and  the  loadou t .  However ,  due  to  the
heavy  snow cover ,  I  was  unab le  to  v j -ew these .  Pas t  inspec to rs
ind ica ted  in  repor ts  tha t  a  p rob lem ex is ts  w i th  depos i t i on  o f  coa l
f i nes  be low the  be l t  l i ne .  Th is  a rea  w i l l  be  mon i to red  c lose ly  in
the  fu tu re  fo r  con t ro l .

S t rawba les ,  wh ich  had  been  p laced  fo r  sed iment  con t ro l  a long  the
ins ide  o f  the  hau l road  be low /12  mlne ,  had  been  damaged.  Mr .  Guy
repor ts  tha t  th i s  was  the  resuL t  o f  a  runav{ay  coa l  t ruck  h i t t i ng
them.  These  ba l -es  mus t  be  rep laced  to  improve  sed iment  con t ro ls  fo r
th i s  a rea .

The  wate r  f i l l up  pad  loca ted  jus t  be low the  tu rno f f  to  the  l t t  m ine
had  been  recen t l y  p lowed.  Snow f rom th is  a rea  had  been  s tockp i led
ins ide  the  bermed a rea  so  tha t  any  runo f f  wou ld  be  re ta ined .

Mr .  Guy  repor ts  tha t  th i s  a rea  was  p lowed because  the  pumping
s ta t ion  fo r  the  m ine  i s  loca ted  a t  th i s  s i te  and  access  mus t  be
main ta ined .

UMC 817 .52  Sur face  and  Groundwate r  Mon i to r ing

The  NPDES fo r  {12  and  7  was  j . ssued  on  November  t ,  L982  and  w i l l
exp i re  on  June  30 ,  L987 .  D ischarge  i s  a lLowed f rom the  s i te  in to
Bryner  Canyon  Creek .
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Month ly  wa te r  samp l ing  repor ts  fo r  the  m ines  th rough  November  1984
were  ava i labLe  a t  the  opera to r rs  o f f i ce .  No  d ischarge  f rom e i the r
sed iment  pond  was  no ted  on  the  November  repor t .  Accord ing  to  the
repor ts ,  the  las t  d i scharge  recorded  was  f rom l t z  m ine  pond  in
Oc tober  1984 .  Da ta  fo r  the  month  o f  December  v re re  no t  ava i lab le  on
th is  da te .

UMC 817 .100  Contemporaneous  Rec lamat ion

Mr ,  Guy  repor ts  tha t  rec lamat ion  o f  the  l tZ  Eas t  por ta ls  u las
comple ted  in  1984 .  Accord ing  to  My  Guy ,  s tab iL iza t j .on  o f  the  a rea ,
seed ing  and  p lacement  o f  s t rawba les ,  had  been  done .  Ba les  were
ev iden t  on  the  a rea  dur ing  th i s  inspec t ion .

w j
cc :  Dan  Guy

Donna Gr i f f i n ,  0SM
Joe He l f r i ch
Sue L inner

S ta t i s t i cs :
See  BLazon  memo da ted  January  29 ,  1985

0085-14- ]5


