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[ ]eaver  Creek  Coa l  Company
P.  0 .  t sox  I37g
Pr ice ,  U tah  84501

Dear  Mr .  Guy :

RE:  Proposed  Second  Min ing ,  Gordon  Creek  l f2  14 ine ,  ACT/007 /015 ,
#2 ,  Carbon  Oountv ,  U tah

The D iv is ion  has  rev iewed the  mate r ia l  submi t ted  on  March
28 ,  I985  regard ing  Beaver  Creek  CoaI  Company 's  (BCCC)  p roposa l
to  reduce  the  p i l l a r  s i ze  in  the  a rea  cur ren t l y  be ing  mined
under  t seaver  Creek .

Based  on  the  de ta i led  subsur face  in fo rmat ion  p rov ided ,  the
D iv is ion  has  c je te rmj .ned  i t  i s  ex t reme ly  un l i ke ly  tha t
subs idence  impac ts  wou ld  cause  any  mate r ia l  damage to  Beaver
Creek .  The  D iv is ion rs  f i nd ing  i s  based  on  the  fo l low ing .

Boreho le  l i t ho log ic  da ta  oer i ved  f  rom the  /17  M ine  and  l l 2
Mj .ne  were  co r re la ted  and  p ro jec ted  to  the  a rea  o f  p roposed
second  min ing  in  the  l tZ  M ine ,  a  d is tance  o f  approx imate ly
, ,500  fee t .  M inor  l i t ho log ic  va r ia t ion  a long  the
cor reLa ted  sec t ion  ind ica te  a  s im i la r  roo f  and  f loo r
l i t ho log ies  occur  j .n  the  #2  Mine .  Accord ing ly ,  the
un iax ia l  s t reng th  o f  roo f  anc l  f l oo r  l i t ho log ies  in  the  {12
Mine  a re  assumed to  be  s im i la r .

Sa fe ty  fac to rs  o f  2 .4  and  I7 .36  were  ca lcu la ted  fo r
p i l l a rs  and  roo f  rock r  respec t i ve ly .  These  va lues
i .ncorpora te  un iax ia l  s t reng th  da ta  tha t  were  co r re la ted
f rom the  #7  Mine  as  descr i l red  above  and  a re  cons idered
conserva t i ve  fo r  m in ing .

A  max imum subs idence  va lue  o f  7 .85  fee t  based  on  comple te
p i l l a r  recovery ,  was  ca lcu la ted  fo r  the  en t i re  a rea  o f
p roposed  second  min ing .  Th is  va lue  i s  cons idered
excess ive  because  comple te  p i I Ia r  recovery  i s  no t  p roposed .
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t sCCCrs  p roposa l  i s  ne reby  approved  sub jec t  to  the
conc i i t i ons  no ted  be low.

Pursuan t  to  U l , lC  8L7  .L26(a )  ,  BCCC is  hereby  d i rec ted  to
under takb  and  conrmi t  i r r  wr i t i ng  to  the  fo l low ing  mi t iga t ion
measures  in  add i t i on  to  those  p roposed  to  da te  by  BCCC wh ich
inc lude  the  Gordon  Creek  #2  Min ing  anc i  Rec lamat ion  P Ian  (MRP)
and  submi t ta l s  da ted  l , l a rch  ?O and  28 .

I .  ' s t reamf  1ow da ta  f  rom the  tw ,c  con t inuous  gage  s ta t ions
on  9eaver  Creek  w i l l  be  comp i led  and  por t rayed  in  a
graph ica l  fo rmat  fo r  f l ow seasons  o f  L984  and  a l l
subsequen t  years  and  submi t ted  to  the  D iv i s ion
annua l l y  beg inn ing  January  7L ,  1985  and  January  tL  o f
each  year  a f te r .  -

2 .  BCCC sna lL -  no t  rn ine  the  H iawatha  seam undernea th  Beaver
Creek  w i thou t  spec i f i c  D iv i s ion  approva l  to  do  so .

7 .  BCCC sha l l  pe r fo rm an  aqua t i c  base l ine  s tudy  o f  the
s t re teh  o f  c reek  where  p i l l a r  s i zes  a re  to  be  reduced
dur ing  the  summer  o f  L984 .  Th is  n i I I  assess  the
d ive rs i t y  and  s ize  o f  the  ben th ic  inver tebra te  and
f i shery  popu la t ions  p resen t .

4 .  EUuC sha l l  comp i le  na te r ia l  subrn i t ted  Marc l r  7 ,  March
20  and  March  28  and  inc lude  the  th ree  p reced ing
d i rec t i ves  o f  Eh is  le t te r  and  su i rm i t  14  cop ies  o f  th i s
to  the  D iv i s ion  fo r  inc lus ion  as  Append ix  to  the
approved  MRp.

Tnank  you  fo r  your  coopera t ion  on  th is  mat te r .  I t  i s  my
hope  tha t  in  any  fu tu re  reques t ,  appropr ia te  lead  t ime fo r  da ta
ga ther ing  and  D iv is ion  rev iew can  be  observed  by  BCCC to  avo id
the  c r i ses  approach  to  rev iew wh ich  has  charac te r l zed  th is
i ssue .

S ince re l y ,

f) r' 4 .-'+-.
--)/la,^as/ / r/duri-{',

LoweIL  P .  Brax to 'n
Admin is t ra  to  r
M inera l  Resource  Deve lopment
and  Rec lamat ion  Program
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V layne  Hedbe rg
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