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August 17, 1989

TO: Richard V. Smith, Permit Supervisor ’am'zgg'
FROM: Brent A. Stettler, Reclamation Biologist ﬁZUS
RE: Great Horned Owl Flectrocutions af the Gordon Creek #2
M;gg4_§g§vg; Creek Coal Company., Gordon Creek #2, #7 and #8
Mine, ACT/007/016, Folder #2, Carbon County, Utah
Synopsis

On February 1, 1989, U. S. Figh and Wildlife Service
(USFWS) biologist Clark Johnson inspected the Gordon Creek #2, #7
and #8 Mine powerlines, and recommended that elevated perches be
bolted to the top of all poles at the #2 Mine. Because of
extenuating circumstances outlined in a February 14, 1989 memo from
Brent Stettler to John Whitehead, the Divigion recommended but did
not require Beaver Creek Coal Company (BCCC) to complete the
modification recommended by USFWS.

On July 31, 1989, two Great Horned Owls were electrocuted
on a powerpole at the #2 Mine. Beaver Creek Coal Company notified
the Division and Division of Wildlife Resources (DWR). Larry Dalton
and Miles Moretti of DWR inspected the mine area and detailed their
findings in a letter to BCCC, dated August 4, 1989. Monitoring for
further raptor use was recommended.

Analysis

On the night of August 10, 1989, Division Biologist Brent
Stettler conducted a surveillance of the #2 Mine yard to document
raptor use.

During the evening, a pair of adult Red-tailed Hawks
occupied the Bryner Canyon area adjacent to the mine. Perching
behavior was observed at five locations between the mine entrance
gate and bathhouse. One powerpole above the #2 Mine was utilized.
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Memo to R. V. Smith
ACT/007/016

August 17, 1989

An accipiter (presumably Cooper's Hawk) was heard calling
just below the #2 Mine.

Later that night, a Great Horned Qwl was observed to
utilize seven different poles at the #2 Mine. Three of these were
powerpoles. The owl was observed to hunt the topsoil stockpile in
particular, and southerly exposure of Bryner Canyon in general.

Inasmuch as the powerpoles at the #2 Mine have been
demonstrated to be a hazard to raptors, and that continued use by
raptors has been observed, it becomes necessary for the Division to
require corrective action, per UMC 817.97(c).

Recommendations

The Divigion hereby directs BCCC to safeguard all
powerpoles at the #2 Mine from raptor electrocution. Poles must be
gapped (4 inch gap) at least 12 inches below the lowest crossarm and
below transformer tanks. Perchguards must be installed on crossarms
which provide less than 60 inches separation of conductors.

Multiple perchguards or other forms of perch deterrent must be
mounted on transformer tanks. Elevated perches, having at least a
two foot vertical rise above conductors, must be erected on all
powerpoles.

Attached are photocopies of selected pages from ''Suggested
Practices for Raptor Protection on Powerpoles' to provide assistance
in perch and perchguard design.

Beaver Creek Coal Company must complete the requlred
modification no later than September 27, 1989.
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Attachment(s)
¢cc: D. Guy, BCCC
C. Johnson, USFWS
L. Dalton, DWR, Price
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