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Scot W. Anderson
Senior Attornev

May 4 ,  1993

VIA FEDERAL EXPRESS

Robert  D. Hagen
Director, Albuquerque Field Office
United States Department of the Interior
Office of Surface Mining Reclamation

and Enforcement,  Sui te 310
625 Si lver Avenue, S.W.
Albuquerque, New Mexico 871O2
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Re: Mountain Coal  Companv'  Gordon Creek No'  7 Mine

Dear Mr.  Hagen:

Mountain Coal Company, a subsidiary of Atlantic Richfield Company, previously

operated the Gordon Creek No. 7 Mine near Price, Utah, and has begun to reclaim that

mine site. When the Gordon Creek No. 7 Mine was init ially permitted, the Mining and

Reclamation plan allowed for retention of the portal face up area for this mine. While

Mountain Coal Company has no obligation to eliminate the portal face, Mountain Coal

recently proposed a revised reclamation plan to the State of Utah, Division of Oil, Gas

and Mining ("Di , r i r ion")  in set t lement of  an order issued by the Div is ion.  Mountain

Coal Company has not waived any right arising under the previous Mining and

Reclamation Plan approving retention of the portal face up areas.

The revised plan submitted to the Division for reclamation of the Gordon Creek No. 7

Mine provides for part ia l  e l iminat ion of  that  Mine's face up area. The Divis ion has

reviewed technical studies, including a stabil ity analysis, submitted with the revised

plan and acknowledges that i t  is  physical ly impossible to el iminate th is face area in i ts

entirety. The Division, nonetheless, has expressed a reluctance to approve the revised

reclamation plan that provides for partial retention of the portal face up for the Gordon

Creek No. 7 mine. l t  is  c lear that  the Div is ion's hesi tancy stems ent i re ly f rom i ts

understanding that osMRE will request complete elimination of this face up area.

Mountain Coat betieves that OSMRE would not make that request if it understood the

technical  basis for  Mountain Coal 's proposal .

Mountain Coal Company therefore requests the opportunity to meet with you and

members of your staff to discuss this issue. Mountain Coal Company believes that

this issue is fundamental ly a technical  one, as Mountain coal  Gannot reclaim more of
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the portal  face than has been proposed in the revised reclamat ion plan. Mountain Coal
also asks that you enlist the assistance of an engineer from the Denver office of
OSMRE in addressing this issue, as OSMRE may want to conduct i ts own evaluat ion
of the technical  data Mountain Coal  wi l l  present at  th is meet ing.

Mountain Coal  Company requests that  you schedule th is meet ing as soon as possible.
Both Mountain Coal and the State of Utah would l ike to complete reclamation of the
Gordon Creek Mines this season. Reclamat ion cannot cont inue unt i l  th is issue is
resolved.

Thank you for your prompt considerat ion of  th is request.

Sincerely,

J$illil-
Scot W. Anderson

SWA:sa

cc: Lowell P. Braxton, Utah Division of Oil, Gas and Mining
Kathy Welt, Mountain Coal Company
Raymond Lowry, OSMRE


