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TO: Pamela Grubaugh-Littig, Permit Supervisor
FROM: Susan M. White, Senior Reclamation Biologist S 27/¢/
RE: Technical Deficiency, Mountain Coal Company, Gordon Creek #2, #7

& #8 Mines, ACT/007/016, Folder #2, Carbon County, Utah

Synopsis
The reclamation plan received by the Division on February 1, 1993

was reviewed for technical adequacy. The reclamation plan was found to be
deficient as described below.

Analysis
Deficiencies are as follow:
General Contents

R645-301-142. The operator must distinguish on the reclamation map, plate 3-7,
those areas in which the operations occurred prior to August 3, 1977.

Biology

R645-301-341. The permit continues to discuss the use of shrub seedling stock
but fails to give details as to planting and species. Please detail.

R645-301-341.220. Numerous cut slopes are proposed to be left. These slopes
are required to be seeded and meet the vegetation success standards.
Please detail the seedbed preparation method, seed mixtures and success
standards if different than as stated in the plan.
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R645-301-341. Please commit to installing the erosion control mat as per the
manufactures specifications.

R645-301-355. Please commit to using erosion control matting on slopes 2:1 or
Steeper not steeper than 2:1.

providing rapid growth for wildlife cover will also help stabilize the channels
in these areas. Please detail a revegetation plan specific for these areas as
described above.

R645-301-342.200. "Hobble Creek" big sagebrush is a newly released sagebrush
that is very robust and palatable. Sagebrush has been documented to vary
widely in it nutritive content and palatability to wildiife. If the permittee
does not wish to use "Hobble Creek” big sagebrush, please propose another
genotype with related data as to its proven nutritional value for wildlife.

R645-301-356.100. The Proposed success standards are very confusing. Please
review the entire permit including tables and maps for clarity and
consistency. The reference areas for the No. 7 and No. 8 mines are base
line data from the disturbed sites. Additionally, no standards have been
proposed for the fan portal area, near the gate which was reclaimed in the
early 1980’s. Please correct.
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R645-301-356.110. The Oak Shrubland Reference Area of the #2 mine was
sampled prior to the Division’s current Vegetation Information Guidelines.
Based on the previous studies of that area, the vegetative cover was 48
percent. The Division requires the permittee to sample the site in July 1993.
Based on these studies, this reference area maybe used as the vegetative
standard.

R645-301-356.230. The permittee continues to use production as a success
criteria. Please explain this as it relates to the postmining land use.

R645-301-357.300. The permit contains the section 3.5.5.4 Reclamation
Management. The permittee should be reminded that as yet Utah’s coal
program has no allowances for maintenance once the bond period has
begun. Maintenance practices, as described in this section, will restart the
bond period of extended liability. The permittee is encouraged to use good
techniques and materials in order to avoid maintenance.

Land Use

. R645-301-413.220. The permittee continues to describe the postmining land use

throughout the permit as wildlife habitat. Yet stock watering ponds and
sediment ponds are to be left. Please clarify.

Bonding and Insurance

R645-301-880.320. Where a silt dam is to be retained as a permanent
impoundment, bond may not be released until provisions for sound future
maintenance by the operator or the landowner have been made with the
Division. Permanent Pond 2/7/8 may not be allowed to fill in. Please
provide the necessary maintenance documents.

Recommendation

The deficiencies must be corrected prior to permit approval.
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