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October 20, 1994

Thomas E. Ehmett, Acting Director

Office of Surface Mining

Reclamation and Enforcement ‘
505 Marquette N.W., Suite 1200

Albuquerque, New Mexico 87102

Re: Response to Ten-Day Notice X94-020-352-003 TV2, Mountain Coal
Company, Gordon Creek #2, #7, and #8 Mines, ACT/007/016, Folder #5,
Carbon County, Utah

Dear Mr. Ehmett:

| am writing to amplify and clarify the response to the above-noted TDN
provided to your office under cover of my letter dated September 15, 1994.

Part 1 of 2 of the TDN, pointing out that the reclamation plan lacks a
commitment to eliminate all highwalls, confirms a circumstance the Division has
been aware of and working to resolve for at least the past three years. As pointed
out in my September 15th letter, the Division issued a Division Order in June,
1991, requiring Mountain Coal to submit a revised reclamation plan providing for
elimination of all highwalls.

Mountain Coal’s reluctance to so modify its plan was based on several
grounds, some of which were not programmatically sustainable. Based on a site
visit in August of 1991, however, it became apparent that complete elimination by
backfilling was likely to produce mass instability and uncontrolled erosion at the #7
mine. Although some time was consumed in evaluating and determining Mountain
Coal’s other bases for its position, the attempt to engage OSM in a shared
technical evaluation of the site and formulation of a solution which would be both
programmatically and technically sound, dramatically prolonged the process.

In June, 1992, DOGM issued an NQV, essentially for Mountain Coal’s failure
to timely resolve the permit deficiency. The NOV was vacated and a "Settlement
Agreement” substituted in August, 1992. Pursuant to the agreement, Mountain
Coal made submittals on August 20, 1992 and February 1, 1993 containing
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highwall elimination information and a new reclamation plan, respectively. As
disclosed by the chronology, much discussion then ensued between OSM, DOGM
and Mountain Coal regarding the technical problems with elimination of the
highwalis by backfilling.

At this point, DOGM is reviewing Mountain Coal’s August 6, 1993 submittal
and subsequent responses to deficiency letters which, when approved by DOGM,
will require complete elimination of highwalls at the #2 mine. DOGM anticipates
completion of the review process by the end of this month.

Part 2 of 2 of the TDN relates to the reclamation schedule. At the time
DOGM determined the reclamation plan to be inadequate, it directed Mountain Coal
to abandon the approved reclamation schedule until a revised plan was approved.
At the time DOGM approves a revised reclamation plan, a new schedule for
completion of reclamation will be established. It is my understanding that
Mountain Coal is eager to complete regrading and contouring of the mine site, and
is only awaiting approval of a revised reclamation plan. Therefore, | anticipate a
relatively short schedule.

| hope this additional information is helpful in evaluating DOGM'’s

September 15th response. Again, | request that OSM find the remedial activities
now underway to constitute an appropriate response to the TDN.

Very truly yours,

SER

James W. Carter
rector

jbe
cc: L. Braxton

P. Grubaugh-Littig
H:EHMETTGC.LTR



sk sk b o o o e o o otk ok of koK o ok

#:

#

# Journal MNa.
# Receiwver

# Transmitter
#: Date

#* Document

# Time

# Maode

% Fezsult

E3

#$

E IR T PR ER T O o O LU T e e o

$

#

4

*# Jaurnal Ma.
* Feceiwver

* Transmitter
* Date

* Dacument

#* Time

* Mode

# Fesult

e

B3

$$$$$$$$$$$$*$$*$$$$$$$*$$*$$$$$$*$$$$$$*$$$$$$$$*$**$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$

wk TRAMSMIT

ok TRAMSMIT

ERTEEE TR EELE SR SRR

COMFIRMATION REPORT %

01s
505 7eBZ2604
DIV OIL GAS & MINIMNG
Oct 20,94 16:55
02 pages
ort1z”t
53 MORMAL
118

oot s st ot ook kR R R R R o sk ok ok

CONFIRMATION EEPORT &%
017

CUS 7
DIy OIL GAHZ
Oct 20,94 16:54
02 pages
aotaagn
53 NORMAL
0K

EPEEE E R R

BN
#
*
i
i
#*
k
i
+*
ok
£
#*

TR B T S T U R L B A

4
BN
$
$
g
#§
*
ES
#*
*
s
#
#



