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SYNOPSIS

The recramat ion p lan for  the Gordon creek 2,  7 ,  and g Mines
received by the Division August 6, L993 was reviewed. Althouqh
the p lan is  c lose to  adequate,  severa l -  outs tanding def ic ienc i6s
as enumerated bel -ow st i l l  requi re correct  j -on pr ior  to  approval .
I  have a lso made suggest ions that  in  my profe is ional  op in ion wi l l
enhance the rec l -amat ion p lan.

ANALYSIS

The fol l-owing item is a suggestion which wilt  enhance the on
s i te  rec lamat ion .

R545-301-354 .  Revege ta t i on :  T iu r i ng .

. The operator proposes Lo spread and then sample the topsoil
pr ior  to  seeding.  Seeding wi l l  not  occur  unt i1  the so i l  sa i rp l ing
resur ts  have been received,  a  min imum lag t ime of  3  weeks.  l t
has been the exper ience of  the Div is ion that  seeding immediate ly
af t .er  topsoi l  p lacement  to  be the most  successfu l -  and i f  so i l  i ;
in  a  loose f r iabre condi t ion whi l -e  seeding,  rak ing may not  be
requi red.  Exposed soi l -  has a greater  potent ia l  t .o  become crusted
and subject, t ,o erosion. The operator is encouraqed to sample
soi l -  pr ior  to  p lacement  and seed immed. iara l r r  aFr I r  t l ra  top-soi l  is
spread.

The fol-Iowj-ng are deficiencies which must be add.ressed and
incorporated j -n to the rec lamat ion p lan.

R545-301-34L .220 .  Revege ta t i on :  Me thods  o f  p ran t i ng .

The 1993 Vegetation survey provided d.ata on the cut above

ec lamat



the conveyor and concludes that the area does not meet the
rec lamat ion success s t .andards.  The p lan s tates that .  th is  is  one
of  the areas which wi l l  not .  be topsoi red and wi l l  be hand
prepared by surface roughening with hand tools and receive a
heavier  appl icat ion of  f iber  muIch.  one of  the pr imary reasons
for  poor  vegetat ion success in  th is  and s imi lar  l reas may be the
lack of  water  ho ld ing capaci ty  of  the so i l .  The pran must
describe how the resul-ts of the surface roughening with hand.
Loo ls  w i l -1  appear  ( i . e .  bas ins  two  fee t  w ide  and  fO  inches  deep
every four  feet  or  sur face l -oosened to s ix  inches deep)  s ince
t .h is  sur face manipulat ion can great ly  increase waLer  Lo1l -ect ion.
The surface application of hydromulch does not improve the water
hold ing capaci ly  o f  the so i l -  Lherefore,  the p lan i lust  a lso
discuss the need for  organic  mat . ter  incorpor l t ion in to these
droughty so i l -s .

R545-301  -34L .2L0 .  Revege ta t i on :  Spec ies  and  Seede .

Based on the resul-ts of t .he t993 Vegetat. ion Survey Bromus
car inatus ( 'Bromar ' )  and Poa pratensis  should be ad.ded to  the
seed mixt ,ure s ince these species were f requent ly  inc luded in  the
^ ^ * * ' l  . . i  * -
Dqf l r l / r  r r ry  .

Yellow sweeL clover must be del-eted from the seed mixture
because of  the potent ia l  for  pers is tence on s i t .e .  The p lan
states that  th is  legume wi l l  he lp f ix  n i t rogen on s i t .e .  However ,
t.he seed mixt,ure includes three other legumes which is
suf f ic ient .  L ikewise,  Rubber  rabbi tbrush should be greatry
reduced or  e l iminated f rom Lhe seed mixture.  r f  the operator
decides to  use th is  species,  the more palatabre whi te  i temmed
var ie ty  musL be speci f ied.

R545-301-355 .  Revege ta t i on :  S tandards  fo r  Suecess .

The p lan s tates that  the fan por ta l  area was rec la imed under
the in ter im program. A search of  the Div is ion 's  arch ived f i l -es
from a979 through L9B2 found no documentation of t .he fan portal
recramat ion.  The operator  wi l l  have Lo meet  the permanent
regulat.ory program requirements for reclamation (vegetation, AOC)
unl -ess other  wise demonstrated that  the area was permi t ted for
rec lamat ion under  the in ter im program.

R545-301-4L2 .100 .  Pos tm in ing  tand -Use  p1an .

Plate 3-1A,  sweet 's  canyon Pond pran View does not  show the
dis turbed area boundary.  The stated post  min ing land use is
wi ld l i fe  and l - imi ted l ivestock graz ing.  The Div is ion of  Wi ld l i fe
Resources has express concern that the pond wil- l-  be of l imited
use to  wi ld l i fe  i f  the r ipar ian va lue is  d imin ish by l ivestock
graz ing.  The p lan s tates that  a  fence wi l l  remain unt i l  bond
re lease and then af ter  that  t ime,  the use is  out  o f  Mounta in Coal
company's controf. The intended use by the land owner must be
st.ated and the plan must reflect. the stated post. mininq l-and use
in re la t ion to  the Sweet 's  Canyon Pond.



RECOMMENDATION

The operator must address the above
to approval. Suggestions for improving
shoul -d be passed on to  the operator .

noted def ic ienc ies pr ior
the rec l -amat ion p]an


