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Monday, April 02, 2012

The north facing slopes remain snow covered, particularly in the forested areas.  Almost all snow has melted from the 
reclamation area north of Bryner Creek.  Access to Jacob's Pond was easily accomplished this day.
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REVIEW OF PERMIT, PERFORMANCE STANDARDS  PERMIT CONDITION REQUIREMENTS

1.  Substantiate the elements on this inspection by checking the appropriate performance standard.
     a. For COMPLETE inspections provide narrative justification for any elements not fully inspected unless element is not
         appropriate to the site, in which case check Not Applicable.
    b.  For PARTIAL inspections check only the elements evaluated.
2.   Document any noncompliance situation by reference the NOV issued at the appropriate performance standard listed below.
3.   Reference any narratives written in conjunction with this inspection at the appropriate performace standard listed below.
4.   Provide a brief status report for all pending enforcement actions, permit conditions, Divison Orders, and amendments.

CommentEvaluated Not Applicable Enforcement

1.     Permits, Change, Transfer, Renewal, Sale

2.     Signs and Markers

3.     Topsoil

4.a   Hydrologic Balance: Diversions

4.b   Hydrologic Balance: Sediment Ponds and Impoundments

4.c   Hydrologic Balance: Other Sediment Control Measures

4.d   Hydrologic Balance: Water Monitoring

4.e   Hydrologic Balance: Effluent Limitations

5.     Explosives

6.     Disposal of Excess Spoil, Fills, Benches

7.     Coal Mine Waste, Refuse Piles, Impoundments

8.     Noncoal Waste

9.     Protection of Fish, Wildlife and Related Environmental Issues

10.   Slides and Other Damage

11.   Contemporaneous Reclamation

12.   Backfilling And Grading

13.   Revegetation

14.   Subsidence Control

15.   Cessation of Operations

16.a Roads: Construction, Maintenance, Surfacing

16.b Roads: Drainage Controls

17.   Other Transportation Facilities

18.   Support Facilities, Utility Installations

19.   AVS Check

20.   Air Quality Permit

21.   Bonding and Insurance

22.   Other
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Jacob's Pond remains frozen.  The elevation of the ice is at the spillway elevation.

4.b   Hydrologic Balance: Sediment Ponds and Impoundments

Bryner Creek remains snow covered along some of its length; where the creek bed is 
exposed, no flow was observed.  None of the reclamation laterals were flowing.  Mr. 
Chris Hansen, Environmental Manager for the Permittee, notified the Division on 
March 26, 2012 that the 4th Quarter 2011 surface water monitoring data for the 
Gordon Creek Mines permit area had been sucessfully uploaded into the DOGM data 
base pipeline.  No data was reported for surface site 2-2-W, which is the north fork of 
Bryner Creek below the permit boundary.  The sampling location was drifted over with 
snow and the channel was frozen and covered with several inches of ice.  This is 
consistent with the monthly observations of the Mine site made during the monthly 
inspections.  The review of the 4th quarter data is pending.

4.d   Hydrologic Balance: Water Monitoring

No wildlife was observed.

9.     Protection of Fish, Wildlife and Related Environmental Issues

Today's inspection was made up to the main forks adjacent to Jacob's Pond.  All 
backfilled areas were observed as stable.

12.   Backfilling And Grading

Some sprouting of new grass was seen, but the area generally appears dormant.

13.   Revegetation

The Permittee recently completed the Division requirement  to update the ownership 
and control information in the Gordon Creek MRP (Task ID # 4047).  This was done 
as part of the Midterm Permit Review.

19.   AVS Check


