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September 3, 1985

T0: File
FROM: Lynn Kunzler, Reclamation Biologist
RE: Riparian Reference Area, Gordon Creek No. 3 & 6 Mine,

ACT/007/017, Folder No. 2 & 13, Carbon County, Utah

On August 22, 1985, Lynn Kunzler and James Leatherwood met
with Mel Coonrod on site to locate a riparian reference area for
reclamation success standards.

After viewing several proposed locations above, below and
within the permit area, it was determined that the side canyon
immediately above the surface disturbance would be the best location.

This area had been grazed heavily this year, however, it is
still in fair or better range condition with a wide diversity of
species present.

While DOGM Guidelines require reference areas to be a
minimum 1 acre in size, a variance to this requirement is justified
due to the limited amount of representative riparian habitat that is
in fair or better range condition. However, as much of this side
canyon as possible should be used (roughly from the mouth of the
side canyon to a point approximately 500 feet up canyon and
approximately 50 feet wide.

This area should be fenced this fall to prevent grazing.
Sampling for species composition,cover, density (woody plants) and
an estimate of productivity should be done during July of 1986.

It is recommended that Beaver Creek Coal Company contact
the SCS to estimate productivity and evaluate range condition next
spring.
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