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October 8, 1985

T0: Coal File, Inspection and Enforcement Folder
FROM: Tom Wright, Mining Field Specialist ! W

RE: Beaver Creek Coal, Gordon Creek #3 and #6 Mine,
ACT/007/017, Folder #7, Carbon County, Utah

On September 25, I conducted a complete inspection of the Gordon
Creek #3 and #6 mine. Dan Guy of Beaver Creek accompanied me on the
inspection. The weather was sunny and warm.

While waiting at the gate for Mr., Guy to arrive, I noted three
truckloads of earth being taken up the access road to the mine,
This material came from the reconstruction of a pond at the Gordon
Creek #2 and #7 mine. Mr. Guy was unable to produce an approval to
store the material at the #3 and #6 mine, so Notice of Violation
N85-8-17-1 was issued on the Gordon Creek #2 and #7 facilities.
Approval to store this material at the #3 and #6 mine must be
obtained from the Division or the material disposed of in a proper
disposal site.

It appears that this area recently had a significant rainstorm.
Fabric filter fences installed within the last month had heavy
deposition of material on the upper side of the structures. Also,
large puddles of water were present on the lower pad during the
inspection.

Both pads appeared stable with no evidence of failure or erosion
present. Disturbed runoff from these areas appears to have been
contained and properly routed to the sediment ponds. No evidence of
any contamination of Coal Creek was noted during the inspection.

The three-celled sediment pond appeared to be stable with no
evidence of leaks or failure. The lower two cells of the structure
contained water during this inspection. No evidence of discharge
from the lowest cell to Coal Creek was noted. It appears that
riprap in the emergency spillway for the lowest cell is not
sufficient and should be increased so that erosion would not occur
if discharge passes through the outlet. Also, sediment buildup in
all three cells has reduced much of the pond's holding capacity.
Cleaning of these structures should be considered in the near future.

Beaver Creek has improved berms at the explosive storage area to
make sure all contaminated runoff will pass through sediment
controls. It appears that any runoff from the explosive storage
area was properly contained during the last storm.
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The access road for the site appeared to be adequately maintained.
Surface of the structure was recently bladed by the operator and
silt fences installed to replace straw bales which cattle had
eaten. Mr. Guy indicated that the silt fences along the road would
be cleaned and improved shortly.
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cc: Dan Guy
Donna Griffin
Joe Helfrich
Ken May
John Whitehead

Statistics: Vehicle: EX 49611 = 368 miles
1 person x 2 days, 6 hours = $106.14
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