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Mountain Coal Company (MCC)
P.0O. Box 1378

Price, UT 84501
801-637-5050

ACT/007/017
Gorden Creek 3 & 6 Mines

11/20/91
Complete inspection

Mitchell §. Rollings, 370, OSM

Susan White, DOGM

Bill Malencik, DOGM

Dan Guy, Manager of Permitting and Compliance, MCC

This was a complete, random sample, oversight inspection. The mine is
inactive and reclaimed. There was snow cover on all of the site except for
a small part of the road. The performance bond is with United Pacific
Insurance Co., #U629895, for $138,400. The bond was reduced to this amount
by a phase I bond release granted 6/26/87. The liability insurance is with
CIGNA and is valid for the period 1/1/90 - 1/1/93. The UPDES permit,
#UTG040014, is valid for the period 7/1/91 - 4/30/93. This is considered

a non-federal mine. This last sedimentation pond annual certification is
for 1990. The water monitoring records are current. One report was
identified with the designation for the pond discharge, but was actually
taken from above the pond. This report shows values that exceed the
effluent limitations for a pond discharge but is not applicable since the
sample was taken from above the pond.

The access road for this site is permitted from where the gate is located
off the county route to the mine. The road has been approved as permanent.
MCC reduced the width of the road by ripping, seeding, and mulching one
side to the point that it is now one lane. Reclamation of the road did not
include backfilling the cut slopes. One culvert exists that directs runoff
from the disturbed area to the sedimentation pond. Just below this is a
swale across the road that directs undisturbed area runoff past the
sedimentation pond. The parts of the road that were not snow covered
appeared to be adequately surfaced and drained.

The sedimentation pond is permanent. Spillways consist of a riser pipe and
a grouted emergency channel. The pond was not discharging. The sediment
marker showed that adequate capacity remains.

The portals and stockpile areas had some highwall showing, but I told the
DOGM inspectors that I would not address this issue until the Hidden Valley
highwall issue was resolved. The last written direction on that issue was
that highwalls had to replace a cliff mined through or enhance an existing
cliff. There were some vertical features in the vicinity of the disturbed
area. One such feature is about 50 feet high and about 200 feet long. The
road cuts are as extensive as the highwalls.
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The upper portal location is approved to have a section of silt fence in
place along the outside edge of the disturbed area. There is a ditch in
this location that takes runoff to the ditch that parallels the road. This
actually appears to be a better control. DOGM is currently reviewing a
revision to the permit and the ditch is one of the deficiencies noted.

We could not make an assessment of the success of vegetation because of the
snow cover, but we did not see any indications of a problem. There are a
couple of old road cuts that run close to the reclaimed area. These roads
were developed pre-law for purposes other than mining. MCC should show
these cuts on a map and document their existence so that MCC is not held
responsible for them at some time in the future.





