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‘Mme reclamation finished at Gordon Creek

Apprommately 12 miles west
of town, a narrow dirt road
winds up a small, quiet canyon
that leads to 7,000 acres owned
by the Cal Jacobs family.

With a variety of grasses,
brushes and scrub oak, the can-

yonis primarily. mld grade .
S 'rangeland that supports vaned_ :
- w11d11fe

’I‘Wenty years ago, the scene
was vastly different.
. “Theésmall canyon hosted two

':underground coal mines, oper-
. sated by Mountain Coal Co., a

subsidiary of Atlantic Rlchﬁeld
Lorp.. ‘(ARCQ). More than 20
-fcres of land was torn up to ac-

“commodate mmmg act1v1t1es '

.and facilities.- :

. The narrow dirt road was
onoe twice as wide, with double-
traller trucks lumbering régu-
“larly’up’the canyon to retrieve
‘hearly 1.2 million tons of coal.

Today, remnants of the mines, -

“known as Gordon Creek No. 3
and No. 6, are almost invisible
- +to the untrained eye, thanks to
-federally mandated reclamation
-efforts by ARCO.

" The road has been reduced to
rits original size. Vegetation

thnves where once stood stock-

piles of freshly mined coal. Gi-
ant holes, or portals, punched
_into the side of the canyon have:
been sealed. A stream bed, for-.
_merly a culvert beneath the min-
. ing operation, hasbeen restored e
' ~ Canyon Fuel Co., which now
" owns Mou.ntamCoa] the release
-of the bonds comes as recogni-
‘tion that his company cares.
- about thie environment. Canyon-
Fuel’s three existing. mines in -
" -Utah account for 40 percent of

toits natural path.

sites in the West to complete the
mmmg-to-reclamatlon cycle”

since passage of the Surface Min-
ing Control and Reclamation Act
(SMCRA) of 1977. - _
© *“We're really proud tobe the‘.-:
' first ones doing thisinthe West,”
said Mary Ann Wright, associate

director of the Utah Division of

. Oil, Gas and Mmmg (DOGM).
“Thls is our mission: to make_
sure people.opérate responsibly--

in reclaiming the land.” - -

'To celebrate, state and federal
regulators toured the sites with
company officials last week,

then held a banquet and cer-.
emony in which regulators for-

mally released the companies
from some $700,000 in bonds.
“Many people in our division

Last -week the reclalmed"
% ‘mines, ‘along with a mine in -
: Huntmgton Canyon gained the
- distinction of becoming the first

' were skeptacal that- ‘coal mines

could be reclaimed to their pre-

mining state,” said Lowell

Braxton, actuig ‘director of -

DOGM. “But we re conﬁdent

we can do it now.”
For Dick. Pick, president of

the state’s coal production.
. “It’s nice to have it done. A

- lot of our employees use this can-
- yon for recreation. They love to

hunt and fish, and they’re the

__'last ones who would want to
. harm the land,” Pick sald

mines are opened In contrast
to strip mines in the East and
South, most mines in Utah are
underground, meaning minimal

surface dxsturbanoe, typically 10

to 25 acres per mine.
Generally, reciamatmn con-
sists of: '
*Sealing the portals to pre-

vent release of methane gas and

to keep people out.

*Removing on-site facilities. -
*Ripping up concrete and :

burying it deep.
*Recounting the area to its
natural shape. :
- *Restoring .streams and
dramages to the:r natural
COUT'SES. -

oﬁ'—mte vegetation. -
“Then comes the waiting.

'The site must be monitored
for at least 10 years to ensure -
the new vegetation is self-sus- -

taining and self-regenerating.
The 10-year waiting period is
‘necessary because of the West’s

arid climate, which can stymie
- revegetation efforts. In the East,

Reclamnngthe minesis an ar- the wait is generally five years..
duous process that begins with -+ From a utilitarian view, the -
reclamation plans before.the. -, la.nﬁm better than before..,

the mine were left behind to
serveas watering holes for cattle
and sheep. :

Some of the new vegetation

included Great Basinryeandclo-

ver, which are grazing feed for
domestm livestock as weil as for
elk.
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i 'Two Carhon County coal op- .. state before operatmns begm

% erationis have achieved the dis-';- and, when dlsturbed land jsre- ;

i tinction of becoming the first i n turned togr&mlﬁa'ng' condition,
the bo

Ppee, Huntmgton Canyon four * pomted out D

~:the western United States % and_GordonCreekthreeandsix . Fuel presi _nt""' i

k tothe

complete the reclamation cyc} : ines operated intermittently -4 j
£ since passage of the federal coz 1ccess ¥ since‘the 1940s. Huntmgbgn 3
% . mining act 20 years ago. ip ]ae-‘i €anyon closed in 1984 and the

. L COUY

? Completion’ of the cycl ween Utah’s coal mmmg com- ° Gordon Creek mines closed in ', ed condi -
* means that Utah’s:Canyon “ panjes and the state,” com- { 1980. ~ i Before a bond ay be Te:
? v, Company- affiliate, Mountain'¥ mentedMaryAImanht _,t_a‘h,w Reclamatmn work by the 4-'-1eased the'reclaimed site musi.:
3 .Company, will have its fi- ' Division of- Qil, Gas and Min- ¢ mining company began shortly :-pass esta%hshed state: andf
ncial security bonds re- - ingassociate C ~—7 "z, after shutdown with portal seal "f:"eral standardsgndngorous
) . Posted with the statem - “The company | has mmed + ing, reshaping the land an' 3 1o

% 1969 and 1977;"thie bonds’ {67 " the resoiirce; reclaimed the sur-" planting for wildlife species. ; -jnonitori L0
. taled $706,104 when the mm s - face land disturbantes and ‘the > The vegetation then had-to-be’ §6a dggzmpa.gy als
£ were operat:onal ““Jand hasbeen returnedto ‘wild-, “established for 10 years before' * will tour the site June '17 prior |
- “Under federal and Utah._:_ life and grazing uses. This is . the bond could be released.”: toanevemngcelehratmntofoﬁ

* lgws, & mining company must how the process isintended to = . “We're pleased our comrmt—r mally ‘release the bondstm the
2 -post a reclaination bondwith the... work .and. m this case it has ment to.responsible. mmmg ' reclain edmmmgsltes i
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'IWoCarbon County - coalmines‘:" well,” she added. -7
have achieved thé dn,stmction ofbe- - “Lbcatéd about** 20. miles from
cominig the first mines in the western .; Price, Huntington Canyon #4 Mine.
- United States to"commiplete a minifig. " and, Gordon Creck #3- aqd #6M es
;‘thmughreélamauoncycle kmeepy— erm n l’?h
+ 'sagé of the federd]' éoal tritiing"a Hi )
20 years ago.-The successful com ec‘] m; andtthptdqn
'+ pletion’’of ‘this ‘cycle* nfédiis 'that ‘Igm o;sd‘gé - g;osed in 1930
: Utah's: “Canyor mpahy, LLC. ; ng by the mining
A aﬂ"ihate, Mouﬂtam Coal ?any, bggan ortly aﬁer shut.. L
' will ‘have financial, secuﬁty bonds o
" fully released, - ‘which were posted * ps jand and - Wi ,
. with the state n"1969. and" 19 , -"iﬂ“’ l““d ““d‘leng for w’ldl'fe'
. When the thinds were fully
L uOnalxhebbndstomlgd $706‘104_

'-'-the bondmuld bﬁtﬂm e W
| #We're-pleased ouf ;commitment
'to responsible thining practices.is so
bly dcmbnstmted by ‘the’ work at .
S §ite,” said Dick Pick, president
00f yOn Fuel. “It’s grat— o

3 maﬁon ‘hond ‘
“operations begin, and ‘when: dls-'
tlubedhnd'ism\medtopre-
% condition*that hond is tel
s

' lesion 'of Onl, Gag andf"" ishe
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: By JOSEPHINE ZIMMERMAN
The Daily Herald

CARBON COUNTY — Two . coal
mines in Carbon County are the first in
the West to be reclaimed and restored to

_wildlife and grazing uses.
Mary Ann Wright, associate director
. for mining for the Utah Division. of Oil,
Gas and Mming, said the two mines are
‘the first' in the West to complete
restoration projects since passage of the
federal Coal Mining Act 20 years ago.
They will receive a total of $706,104 in
financial security bonds posted when
the mines were opened m 1969 and

. 1977,

"~ Utah’s Canyon Company LLC,
- Mountain Coal Company began
krestoration of the mines shortly after its

' Huntington Canyon Mine No4 and

Gordon Creek No.. 3 and No. 6 ' closed.
The areas have now been returned to a
usable pre-mined condition;, according
to Dick Pick, president and CEO. of
Canyon Fuel. Pick said the company is
pleased that its commitment to respon-
sible mining practices was so ably
demonstrated by work at the sites.
Located about 20 miles from Price,
the Huntington Canyon and Gordon

Creek mines operated  intermittently ..
"gince the 1940s.

‘The , Huntington
Canyon mine closed. in 1984, and the
Gordon Creek mines in
Reclamation work by the mining com-

pany began shortly after shutdown, -

with portal sealing, reshaping the land
and planting for wildlife species.
The vegetatlon then had to be estab-

A

1980,

(2 Carbon County mmes first in West to be restored\

lished for 10 years before the bOnd could
be released.

“This marks a great success in a
cooperative relationship between
Utah's coal mining companies and the
state,” Wright said. “The company has
mined the resource, reclaimed the sur-
face land disturbances and returned the
land to wildlife and grazing uses. This is
how the process is intended to work,
and in this case it has worked well.”

. Before a bond may be released, each
reclanned site must pass established
state and federal standards; and rigor-

ous scientific testlng and long-term

monitoring..
State and company ofﬁclals will tour
the sites June 17, prior to an evening

- celebration to formally release the

bonds held on the sites. _





