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DIVISION OF OIL
GAS & M'NING

SOLDIER CREEK COAL CO.
Telephone (801) 637-6360

May  13 ,  1985

Ms.  Susan L inner
Div is ion of  Oi l ,  Gas and Min ingr
355 West  Nor th Temple
3  T r iad  Cen te r ,  Su i te  350
Sa l t  Lake  C i t . y ,  UT  84180-1203

Re: Reclamation Bond Reduction - Waste Rock Area
Soldj-er Creek Coal Company
Soldier Canyon Mine
ACT/007 /0L8

Dear  Ms .  L inne r :

The  O f f i ce  o f  Su r face  M in ing  (O .S .M. )  and  the  D iv i s ion  o f  O i l ,
Gas  and  M in ing  (D .O .G.M. )  has  reques ted  a  rec lamat ion  bond  in
the  amoun t  o f  $1 ,0901800 .00  fo r  f i na l  app rova l  o f  ou r  m in ing
and  rec lamat ion  p lan .  O f  t h i s  t o ta l  amoun t ,  $522 ,592 .00  i s  f o r
ou i :  ex i s t i ng  fac i l i t i es  and  $568r208 .00  i s  i n tended  fo r  a  p ro -
posed waste rock d isposal  s i te .  Sold ier  Creek CoaI  Company has
requested that  bonding of  the waste rock d isposal  s i te  not  be
requi red at  th is  t ime.  I t  is  be l ieved that  the proposed s i te
may not be uti l ized during the permit term. The fol lowing is
being submit ted as just i f icat ion for  th is  be l ie f .

The construction of overcasts within the underground
mine work ings i -s  necessary to  iso late a i r  courses
and haulageways as required by law. This construction
is the only routine procedure which may create under-
ground development waste rock.

Rock is general ly excavated during overcast construc-
t j-on to provide adequate area for aj-r movement and
clearances for  equipment .  Near1y a l l  overcasts  are
planned wel l  in  advance of  min ing operat ions,  thus
al lowing development  of  areas speci f ica l ly  for  d is-
posal  o f  excavated rock (see enclosed map).  The
quant i t ies of  rock generated are usual ly  smal- l  and
have never  created s ign i f icant  d isposal  problems
within the milne.
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Prov id ing l  access to  the Gi lson Seam j -s  the only  major
pro ject  proposed dur ing the permi t  term which wi l l
generaLe signj-f icant quantit ies of underground devel-
opment  waste rock.  The ent i re  pro ject ,  inc lud ing
waste rock d isposal ,  wi l l  be conducted f rom the Rock
Canyon Seam which over l ies the Gi lson Seam by 35 feet .

Two rock s lopes and two in ter-seam ver t ica l  shaf ts
are the proposed access.  Approx imate ly  108,000 cubic
feet  o f  rock wiL l -  be excavated.  Af ter  a l lowing 752
expansion for broken rock, the total rvaste rock volume
wi l l  be  app rox ima te l y  IB9 ,000  cub ic  fee t .  The  p roposed
storage site as shown on the enclosed map wil l  pro-
v ide  we l l  i n  excess  o f  522 ,000  cub ic  fee t  o f  ava i l ab le
space .

If unexpected mining condit ions are encountered which
may result in large quantit ies of mine development
waste,  th is  mater ia l  can be d isposed of  wi th in  the mine.
An area which is  ideal ly  su i ted for  a  d isposal  s i te  is
shown on the encl-osed map. This area can provide over
1 r300 r000  cub i c  f ee t  o f  s t o rage .

Sold ier  Creek Coal  Company bel ieves that  d isposal  o f  a l l  mine
development waste can be adequately handled within the mine. The
waste rock d isposal  s i te  as proposed in  our  min ing and rec la-
maLion plan is however a vj-able alternative to underground dis-
posa I .  I f  t h i s  s i t e  i s  t o  be  u t i l i zed ,  i t  i s  unders tood  tha t
f i na l  D .O .G.M.  app rova l ,  r vh i ch  i nc ludes  bond ing ,  mus t  f i r s t  be
obta ined.

Please contact  mysel f  or  Tom Paluso i f  you have any quest ions
or comments concerninq this informaLion.

S ince re l y ,

SOLDIER CREEK COAL COMPANY

o*
Dave Spil lman
Mine Engineer

DS :pp
Enclosure
cc :  Mr .  Wa l te r  C .  Swa in -  Of f ice of  Sur face Mi-n inq




