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TO:

FROM:

RE:

Ju l y  3 ,  I 985

Coa l  F i1e ,  Inspec t lon  and  En fo rcement  Fo lder

Dav id  Lo f  ,  M in ing  F ie ld  Spec ia r i i [ . - - l f ] y
=-l---

Sold ie r  Creek  CoaL Company ,  So ld ie r  Canyon  Mine ,

0n  June  L7 ,  l - 985 ,  I  conduc ted  a  pa r t i a l  l n spec t i on  a t  t he  above
men t i oned  m ine  s i t e .

Sed imen t  Pond  I n l e t  and  B inwa l l  Cons t ruc t i on

Dur ing  my Apr i l  I8 ,  1985  comple te  inspec t ion ,  I  i n fo rmed Tom Pa luso
o f  So l -d ie r  Creek  Coa l  Company ,  tha t  the  sed iment  pond  in l -e t  and
b inwa l l  runo f f  con t ro ls  wh ich  were  approved  by  the  D iv i s ion  on
Augus t  7 ,  1984  mus t  be  cons t ruc ted  by  June  3O '  1985 .

A t  the  t ime o f  th i s  inspec t i .on ,  I  found  tha t  the  opera to rs
con t rac to r  (H .  E .  LowdermiLk  Cons t ruc t ion  Company)  was  work ing  on
the  runo f f  con t roLs  fo r  the  b inwa l l .  The  con t rac to r  was  in  the
process  o f  i ns ta l l i ng  conveyor  be l t i ng  a long  the  edge  o f  the
b lnwa l l s  to  p reven t  runo f f  f rom go ing  th rough  the  b inwa l l s  and
d isp lac ing  f i l l  f rom beh ind  the  b inwa l -1 .  In  add i t i on ,  they  were  in
the  p rocess  o f  cons t ruc t ing  a  cuLver t  downspou t  sys tem wh ich  w i l l
co l l -ecL  runo f f  f rom the  top  o f  the  b inwa l l s  and  convey  i t  i n  a
con t ro l - led  manner  to  the  sed iment  pond .  Due  to  the  work  be ing  done ,
there  v las  an  accumula t ion  o f  excess  f i l l  wh ich  I  to ld  the  opera to r
they  cou ld  use  to  f i l l  i n  the  r i l l s  and  gu l l i es  on  the  downs lope
f rom the  road  to  the  sed iment  pond .  Dave  Sp i1 Iman,  o f  So lc j i e r  Creek
Coa l  Company  who inspec ted  the  p ro jec t  w i th  me assured  me tha t
LowdermiLk  wou l -d  have  the  work  comp le ted  by  June  3O,  1985 .

Sed iment  Pond Nov  NB5-4-15-1

1h i s  v i o l a t i on  was  i s sued  on  May  2 ,  1985  f o r  t he  ope ra to r s  f a i l u re
to  m ine  i n  acco rdance  w i t h  t he i r  app roved  i n te r j -m  pe rm i t ,  and  f o r
f a i Lu re  t o  cons t ruc t  and  ma in ta i n  t he  sed imen t  pond  embankmen t  t o
ensu re  p l ope r  embankmen t  t op  w id th  and  s i de  s l ope  g rad ien t .  The
ope ra to r  was  requ i red  t o  subm i t  comp le te  p l ans  t o  t he  D i v i s i on  t o
O i i ng  t he  sed imen t  pond  i n  comp l i ance  w i t h  UMC 8 I7 .46  (1 )  and  UMC
BI7 .L6  (m)  by  May  20 ,  J -9B5  and  t o  comp le te  t he  imp lemen ta t i on  o f  t he
p lans  w i t h i n  7A  c i ays  o f  D i v i s i on  app rova l .

0n  May  2O ,  1985 ,  t he  D i v i s i on  rece i ved  i n fo rma t i on  f r om the  ope ra to r
reqa rd ing  t he  sed imen t  ponc l  embankmen t .  Th i s  i n f o rma t i on  was
rev iewed  and  de f i c i ency  l e t t e r  was  sen t  f r om the  D i v i s i on  on  May  7O ,
1985 .  The  l e t t e r  r equ i red  t ha t  a l l  i n f o rma t i on  I eques ted  by

subm i t t ed  t o  t he  D i v i s i on  oh r  o r  be fo re ,  Ju l y  1 '  1985 .

l i hen  I  a r r i ved  a t  t he  m ine  s i t e ,  Dave  Sp i l lman  and  Tom Pa luso  we re

in  t he  p rocess  o f  su r vey ing  t he  sed imen t  pond  f o r  t he  pu rpose  o f

respond ing  t o  t he  May  30 ,  I 9B5  l e t t e r .  They  t o l d  me  t ha t  t hey  had



some prob lems and  concerns  w i th  some o f  the  in fo rmat ion  reques ted  in
the  de f ie iency  le t te r .  I  recommended to  them tha t  they  caL l  the
D iv is ion  Techn ica l -  s ta f f  members  who  p repared  the  de f i c iency  ]e t te r
and  d iscuss  the i r  concerns  w i th  them s ince  I  was  no t  fami l i a r  enough
wi th  the  concerns  wh ich  the  Techn ica l  s ta f f  wan ted  addressed .

l yh i le  d iscuss ing  the  sed iment  pond  embankment  w i th  Mr .  Sp i l lman  and
Mr .  Pa l -uso ,  they  to ld  me tha t  they  wou ld  p robab ly  p lopose  a  p lan  to
w iden  and  ex tend  the  embankment  a t  i t s  na r rowes t  po in t  i n to  the
s t ream channe l .  They  exp la ined  tha t  they  wou ld  pu l l  some o f  the
r ip rap  f rom the  s t ream toward  the  sed iment  pond  embankment  and  b r ing
in '  f i ] 1  mate r ia l  to  p lace  on  top  o f  the  r ip rap  ino rder  to  w iden  the
embankment .

Runo f f  Con t ro ls

The  d is tu rbed  a rea  runo f f  d i ve rs ion  a long  the  per imete r  o f  the  m ine
s i te  was  adequa te ly  ma in ta ined  to  con t ro l  the  des ign  runo f f  even t .
However ,  the re  u las  s t i l l  a  sma l l  amount  o f  mate r ia l  wh ich  had  been
depos i ted  in  the  d ive rs ion  tha t  shou i -d  be  cLeaned  ou t .  I  po in ted
th ls  ou t  to  Mr .  sp i l lman  a t  the  t ime o f  the  inspec t ion .

Fug i t i ve  Dus t

The  on ly  apparen t  fug i t i ve  dus t  p rob lem area  on  the  mine  s i te  i s  in
the  coa i  l oad ing  yarO.  The  p rob lem is  w i th  dus t  accumula ted  on  the
yard  su r face  i t i e i f ,  no t  w i th  the  load ing  fac i l i t i es  ( t i pp le ) .  I
i ugges ted  to  Mr .  Sp i l lman  tha t  they  waLer  the  load ing  yard  a rea  a
co lp fe  o f  t imes  a  day  us ing  e i the r  a  wa te r  t ruck ,  ra in  b i rd
spr ink le r  sys temr  o r  the  equ iva len t .

re

cc :  Dave  Sp i l lman ,  So ld ie r  Creek  Coa l -
Donna  Gr i f f i n ,  0SM,
Joe  He l f r i ch ,  DOGM
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