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Coa I  F i l e ,  I nspec t i on  and  En fo r cemen t  Fo l c j e r

Dav i c t  Lo f ,  M in i ng  F ie l d  Spec ia l i s t  - | ! }

TO:

FROM:

RE:

DATE:
TIME;
fi,ffiTF.ER:

UOMPANY OFF IC IALS :
ffi
ffioN:

Solo ie r  Can on  Mine ACT /  007 /018 FoIder  l t7  .  Carbon  Count

Apr i l  18 ,  1985
L2 :3O 4 :00  p .  m.
Overcas t  and  mi ld ;  to  ra in ing  and
coo l
Tom Pa luso
Dav io  Lo f
N0v  NB5-4-15-1

an

Compl iance  Wi t t r  pe rmanent Per fo rmance  S tandards

UMC 77L  e t a i  Permi ts

The  fo i row ing  permi ts  were  rev iewec l  i n  the  opera to r '

The  opera to r rs  in te r im approva l  l e t te r  f rom
dated  January  L7 ,  L979 .

s  m ine  o f f i ce  :

t he  D i v i s i on1.

2 . A  Sep tember  3 ,  rg ,2  le t te r  f rom the  D iv is ion  g ran t ing
conc l i t i ona l  approva l  o f  the  opera to r ' s  ven t i l a t ion  sha f tand  the  unc ie rg rounc i  s t ream c ross ing

A May  17 ,  L983  re t te r  f rom the  D iv is ion  approv ing  d ra inaged ive rs ion  improvements  on  the  m ine  yard .

A  Ju ly  14 ,  Lgg t  le t te r  f rom the  D iv is ion  approv ing  thecons t ruc t ion  o f  the  opera to r rs  sewage lagoons .

An  Augus t  7 ,  l g14  le t te r  f rom the  D iv is ion  approv ing  aruno f f  con t ro l  mod i f i ca t ion  submi t ted  by  the 'opera t6 r  onJu Iy  6 ,  ]984 .

Mrne  ioen t i f i ca t lon  s igns  a re  pos ted  a long  the  coun ty  road  above  andbe low the  mine  s i te  as  requ i red .

r l9  sewage. lagoon  s i te  wh ich  i s  down the  canyon  f rom the  ma in  m ine
"1 t9  ! " "  s igns  pos ted  a long  i t s  fence  iden t i f y ing  the  s i te  as  par to f  so ld ie r  c reekrs  opera t ion  ano  warn i .ng  peopre  o f  the  na tu re  o f  themate r j .a l  w i th in  -  !h "_ lagoons . .  Dur i .ng  my- Ibs t '  

"o rp t " i " '  
i n "p "c t ion  on

febryg ly  2 I ,1995 ,  I  a i keO the  oper l to i  to  pos t ;  m ineioen t i f i ca t ion  s ign  on  the  wes t  s ide  o f  the  pond  n" " i  the  ga te .

A t  the  t ime o f  th i s  inspec t ion  a  m ine  iden t i f i ca t ion  s ign  had  no tbeen  pos teo  near  the  sewage lagoon  ga te .
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I  askeo  Mr .  Pa luso  abou t  t h i s  anc l  he  i n fo rmed  me  tha t  t hey  had
o rde red  a  s i gn  and  had  no t  r ece i ved  i t  ye t .  He  showed  me  a  pu rchase
reques t  f o rm  da ted  March  L9 ,  1985  f o r  t he  puchase  o f  a  m ine
iden t i f i ca t i on  s i gn  f r om Tony  Koss  o f  P r i ce .

Pe r ime te r  ma rke rs  we re  p rope r l y  pos teo  a round  t he  pe rm i t t ed
d i s tu rbed  a rea  bounda ry .

UM0  817 .21 - . 21  Topso i l

i t l ha t  r i t t l e  t opso i l  t he  ope ra to r  has  removed  and  s to red
red i s t r i bu t i on  upon  f i na l  r ec l ama t i on  i s  s t o red  on  t he
s lope  o f  t he  ma te r i a l  s t o rage  pad  sou th  o f  t he  sed imen t
s tockp i l e  i s  i den t i f i ed  by  a  t opso i l  s i gn  and  was  weL l

UM0  817 .4 i - . 51  Hyc j r o l og i c  Ba lance

fo r
sou thern

pond .  The
vege ta ted .

The  d is tu r r :ec j  a rea  runo f f  con t ro ls  fo r  the  m ine  yaro ,  pa rk ing  a rea
ano  mate r ia l  s to rage  a rea  by  the  pond  were  adequa te ly  ma in ta ined .

Seo iment  Pond  In le t

As  l vas  ment ionec j  i n  my  March  12r  1985  memorandum fo r  my  February
1985  inspec t ion  some d is tu rbed  a rea  runo f f  had  been  bypass ing  the
seo iment  pono  in re t  and  go ing  down the  s lope  in to  the  sed iment
pond .  Th is  runo f f  has  caused  excess ive  e ros j -on  a lL  a long  the
downs lope  f ro tn  the  road  to  the  sed iment  pond .  The  opera to r  rece lved
approva l  on  Augus t  7 ,  1984  fo r  a  runo f f  con t ro l  mod i f l ca t ion  p lan
wh ic i r  aodxesses  tn is  p rob lem,  however  in  the  approva l  l e t te r  a  da te
fo r  the  imp lementa t ion  o f  these  p lans  was  no t  g iven .  I  i n fo rmed Mr .
Pa1uso  tha t  t t re  p lans  had  to  be  imp lemented  by  June  iO ,  1985  o r
en fo rcement  ac t ion  wou ld  be  taken .

B in  Wa l I

The  runo f f  con t ro i  mod i f i ca t ion  p lan  wh ich  was  approved  by  the
D iv ls ion  on  Augus t  7 ,  L984  a lso  addresses  se t t l i ng  and  e ros ion  o f
the  r l i n  wa l l  f i t i  ma te r iaL .  The  June  3U,  I9B5  dead l ine  fo r
imp lementa t ion  o f  the  above  ment ioned  approved  p lans  a lso  app l ies  to
the  o ra inage  con t ro ls  p roposed  fo r  the  b ln  wa l1 .

Seo iment  Pond N0v  N85-4-15-1

Whi le
pond  I  s

l _ .

i nspec t ing  the  seo iment  pond ,  I  found  two  p rob lems w i th  the
embankment .

The  top  o f  the  sed iment  pond  embankment  u las  on ly  6  fee t
w ide  a t  i t s  na r rowes t  po in t .  Accord ing  to  the  p lans  fo r
the  sed iment  pond  wh ich  were  approved  by  the  D iv i s ion  on
November  27 ,  1979  r  the  top  w id th  o f  the  embankment  i s
suppose  to  be  9 .5  fee t .
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2 . Accord ing  to  the  opera to r ' s  approved  p lan  the  combined
s ide  s lopes  o f  the  sed iment  ponc j  embankment  shou l -d  no t  be
less  than  one  to  f i ve  w i th  ne i the r  s lope  s teeper  than  one
to  two .  The  lns ide  s lopes  o f  the  sed iment  pond  were  0 .K .
Dut  the  ou ts ioe  s lope ,  espec ia l ry  the  eas t  s ide  ad jacen t  to
sord ie r  c reek ,  ooes  no t  comp ly  w i th  the  regu la t ions  nor  the
approvec i  p Ian .  r t  i s  a lmos t  ve r t i ca l  a t  some po in ts  and  i s
h ign ly  e roded  due  to  SoLd ie r  Creek .

Because  o f  t he  p rob lems  w i t h  t he  secJ imen t  pond  t  s  embankmen t  No t i ce
o f  V ioLa t i on  N85 -4 -15 -1  was  i - ssued ,  i t  r eads  as  f o l l ows :

Na tu re  o f  t he  V io l a t i on

Fa i lu re  to  m ine  1n  accordance  w i th  an  approved  in te r im permi t .
Fa i lu re  to  cons t ruc t  and  ma j -n ta in  the  sed iment  pond  embankment
to  ensure  the  p roper  top  w id th .  Fa i lu re  to  cons t ruc t  and
main ta in  the  sed iment  pond  embankment  to  ensure  p roper  s ide
s lope  g rad ien t .

Prov i - s i ons  o f  t he  Requ la t i ons Act  o r  Permi t  V io la ted

UOA 4u - ro -22 (1 )  ( c )
UMC 77T .  L9
UMC B !7 .4o  (1 )
UMC 8 i7 .46  (m)

Po r t i on  o f  t he  Ope ra t i on  t o  t vh i ch  No t i ce l i es

Seo iment  pono  emoankment .

Remed ia l  Ac t ion  Requ i red

A.  Submi t  comp ie te  p lans  to  the  D iv i s ion  to  b r ing  the  sed iment
ponc t  in to  comp l iance  w i th  UMC BL7.46  ( l )  and  UMC 8L7 .46  (m)

rl Imp iement  sa id  p lans  upon  D iv is ion  approva l

T ime fo r  Aba tement

A.  May  2O ,

B .  Oomp le te
days  o f

Tne  v i o l a t i on  was

7985

tne  imp lementa t ion
rece ip t  o f  approva l

o f  t he  app roved  p l ans  w i t h i n
f r om the  D i v i s i on .

7A

i ssuec j  f r on  t he  D i v i s i on  o f f i ce  on  May  2 ,  1995 .



Page 4
AVr /OO7/0L8
Memorandum
May 6 ,  1985

UILC 8L7 .52  Suq f  ace  anc j  Groundwate r  Mon i to r in

Pond  lnspec t ions

The opera to r  hac i  quar te r l y  sed iment  pond  and  seu /age  inspec t ion
repor ts  th rough  March  25 ,  1985 .  These  repor ts  d id  no t  ind ica te  any
prob lems w i th  e i the r  pond .

The  opera to r  i s  cu r ren t l y  opera t ing  under  NpDEs permi t  uT-oo2768g
issued  by  EPA on  0c tooer  29 ,  Lggz .  Th is  permi t  i s  fo r  the  m inewate r  d ischarge  and  sed iment  pond  over f low in to  So ld ie r  c reek .  Theper rn l t  i s  schec iu red  to  exp i re  on  sep tember  io ,  LgB7.

sur face  wate r  and  mj -ne  wate r  d ischarge  da ta  was  ava i lab le
March  15 ,  1985 .  There  v le re  no  apparenE p rob lems w i th  thewere  rev iewed.  Thg  opera to r  s ta r ted  ana lyz ing  the i r  m ine
o ischarge  samples  fo r  To ta r  Manganese  in  reor la ry  i i g i  asc ju r lng  my  February  1995  comple te  inspec t ion .

M ine  wate r  was  o lscharg ing  in to  so ro ie r  c reek  a t  the  t ime o f  myinspec t ion  a t " ,a  
"? tg ,  

o r  a [p rox imate ly  severa l  cFS.  r  was  no t  ab leto  gPt  ,a . . samp le  a t  the  o1 'sbharge  po i 'n t -b "caure  i t  i s  i naccess ib le .r  asked  Mr '  Pa lyso . t tg l  they  samprbd  the i r  m ine  wate r  d ischarge  andhe  in fo rmec i  me tna t  the re  i s  a  va r -ve  in  the  m ine  wate r  p ipe  jus tins ide  the  m ine  work ings  f rom wh ich  they  take  the i r  sampr -es .

s t ream bu f fe r  zone  s igns  were  pos ted  a long  so ld ie r  c reek  as  requ i red ,
uMc 817 '7L- '7 ]  D isposa i .  o f  underg round  Deve lopment  f vas te  and  Excess;:---:---5po t f r  and  Nonac id  and  Nontox ic

Mr .  Pa luso  in fo rmed me tha t  they  a re  cu r ren t l y  d ispos ing  o f  a r r .t l e i ' 1  underg rouno  deve lopment  w is te  underg round  in  the  c ross  cu tsw i tn in  the  s t ream c ross ing  bu f fe r  a rea .

S i tpu la t ion  9 -2 -82-4 'CY was  a t tacheo  to  the  cond i t i onar  approva l  fo rthe  ven t i l a t ion  sha f t  and  underg round  s t ream c ross ing  da ted5ep tember  3 ,  L982 .  Th is  s t ipu l i t i on  requ i red  tha t  a  subs idence
mon i , to r ing  p lan  fo r  the  underg round  s t ream c ross ing  be  submi t ted  tothe  D iv is ion  by  0c tober  1 ,  1982 ,and  the  da ta  be  sudmi t ted  annua l l y .

th roug  h
da ta  wh ich
wate r
reques ted
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0n  Sep tember  29 ,  1982 ,  the  D iv i s ion  rece ive r l  a  subs j -c ience  mon i to r ing
p lan  f rom the  opera to r .  I  askec i  Dave  Sp i l lman  o f  So ld ie r  Creek
Company  i f  they  hac i  submi t ted  the i r  1984  subs idence  da ta  ye t?  He
showed me a  rough  d ra f t  o f  a  te t te r  he  v ras  work ing  on  regard ing
the i r  subs idence  mon i to r j -ng  fo r  the  s t ream c ross ing  a rea  fo r  the
year  L984 .

0n  Apr i l  26 ,  1985 ,  the  D iv i s ion  rece ived  the  opera to r rs  annua l
subs idence  mon i to r ing  lgpor t  fo r  the  underg rouhd  s t ream c ross ing .The  opera to r  repor teo  thb t  they  had  no t  fo inc i - "nV-v i iua f  ev idence  o fex is t ing  o r  po ten t ia l  subs idence  in  the  en t r ies  benea th  So ld ie r
Creek .

re

cc :  Donna  Gr i f f i n ,  0SM
Tom PaLuso ,  So ld ie r  Creek  CoaI  C0 .
Joe  HeLf r i ch ,  DUGM

Sta t i s t l cs :

Veh ic le :  EX 45428  562  mi les
Per  D iem:  I  pe rson  X  3  days ,  j .5
Gran t :  A tE

0243Q-4-8

hours  =  L43 .85


