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May 30, 1985

CERTIFIED RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED
P-396-996-985

Mr. J. T. Paluso

Chief Engineer

Scldier Creek Coal Company
P. 0. Box I

Price, Utah 84501

Dear Mr. Paluso:

Re: NOV N85-4-15-1, Soldier Creek Coal Company, Scldier Canyon Mine,
ACT/007/018, Folder No. 3, Carbon County, Utah

In response to your letter dated May 17, 1985, the Division
cannot allow exemption on the east bank of the enlarged sediment
pond from the embankment and slope reguirements unless Soldier Creek
can provide suitable justification.

Tc meet the requirements for consideration for exemption,
abatement plans containing the following information will have to be
provided to the Division:

1. As-Built drawings of the enlarged sediment pond including a
contour map of suitable scale and contour interval, and a
detailed section through the stream channel and the east
embankment. These drawings will be used by the Division to
determine which minimum requirements have not been met by
sediment pond and where analysis of the pond embankment
will be required.[UMC 817.46, UMC 784.23(b)(6)]

2. Analysis will be required where the standards for
embankments and slopes have not been met. Such analysis 1is
to include slope stability of the embankment wunder
saturated conditions (worst case) and must meet a static
factor of safety of 1.5. Additionally, the embankment
should be checked for surface slope failure due to vertical
face at the toe of the slope caused by natural erosion from
Soldier Creek.[UMC 817.46, UMC 817.49]
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Because of the close proximity to Soldier Creek and the
potential effect that the creek itself may have on the
stability of the sediment pond, analysis of the potential
erosion and failure of the embankment by the stream shall
also be required. Basis for this analysis shall be based
on the 25 year 24 hour event and the peak flow determined
for Soldier Creek as it passes below the sediment pond.
Sections of the existing stream channel should be taken to
determine the effect of the peak flow on the channel
embankment. Determination and Jjustification shall bte made
as to what improvements may be necessary to protect the
sediment pond embankment from erosion by the stream channel

and to provide stability within the requirements as
outlined above.[UMC 817.46(s)]

Stability analysis of the sediment pond embankment and the
stream channel shall be provided to the Division for
approval. In the event that such analysis proves the
situation unstable or potentially unstable due to stream
channel erosion, Soldier Creek Coal shall provide drawings,
plans and a schedule for construction of the abatement
plan. Justification of the methecdology used to mitigate
the situation shall also be included in the plan. The use
of gabion retaining walls, riprap, regrading and
recontouring would be considered as viable alternatives
should such applications become necessary. The abatement
plans should alsoc include if necessary, reclamation costs
or changes thereof due to any change or modification of the
embankment or the stream channel.[UMC 784.16, UMC 817.46]

Monitoring will be an important requirement regarcless of
what determination or methodology is used to determine
stability of the sediment pond. Soldier Creek shall
provide as part of the abatement plan, a concise and
detailed monitoring plan suitable to their abatement
proposal.[UMC 784.16, UMC 817.4€]
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6. Your letter mentioned that remedial action could be taken
in the event of a change in conditions as observed through
monitoring. In order to effect such remedial action, a
contingency plan with specific information as to what
action would be taken will have to be submitted and
approved as part of the abatement plan. By having prior
approval and plans to mitigate any such changes in
conditions, Soldier Creek Coal would then be able to
implement such plans when the problem occcurs, resulting in
a reduced chance of significant damage or the potential for
further violations.[UMC 784.16, UMC 817.46]

The abatement plan shall be provided to the Division on or

before July 1, 1985 and shall include all plans as requested in this
letter.

Should you have any additional questions or requirements
concerning this matter, please contact Sue Linner for referral to
those members on the staff which may be of assistance.

Sincerely,

,,Luz@/@%

7
L. P. Braxton‘)7
Administrator
Mineral Resource Development
ana Reclamation Program

JRH: jvb

cc: R. Harden
S. Linner

0315R
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MRP REVISION/NOV TRACKING FORM
(Revised: 3/28/85)

Type of Proposai: >( COAL NONCOAL

Exploration

NOV/CO Abatement, NOV # 8% -Y-15-(, pbatement Deadline
MRP Revision

MRP Amendment

Issuing Inspector

Title of Proposal: M"‘“fb%fw,ww% %tu /"/MCM *fv a/rw"ﬁm,{* % F%ﬂ/v o 44@07/’“ /
; , P t/ S~
Company name: i%lchcCEl%aﬁ-(@- Mﬁﬁgeﬁame: f5*2&14,<2vu?c¢1 /¢(L¢Le;

File # (PROGCTY: £07/0(B  pisturbed (FeasstatesFee):  /  /
(CEP/EXP) ’ Acres

OTHER AGENCIES:

Assigned Reviewers: - f”eé/ 9 Review Time (hrs): (# of copies & date)
z
(Hydrology) 7?461; U7 6T OSM

(W1ldllfe/Veg ) USFS
(Engineeriny) W“m D HED BLM
(Soils) : : Health
(Geology) History
H20 Rts
DATES: USFWS Wildlife
(a) Initial Plan Received Q&g 20/85  (d) optr. Resubmission
Tech Review Due Hune 3 /85 Tech Review Due
Tech Review Complete ' Tech Review Complete
DOGM Response Sent DOGM Response Sent
(b) Operator Resubmission (e) Bond Revised
Tech Review Due Amount ($)
Tech Review Complete
DOGM Response Sent (f) Cond'l. Approval
Stipulations Due
(c) Operator Resubmission Stips Received
Tech Review Due Final Approval
Tech Review Complete
DOGM Response Sent (g) MR~9 Received

MR-9 Acknowledged
COMMENTS:

NOTE (INSPECTURS): Please attach a copy of the NOV issued to the abatement
plan when received from the operator.

NGTE (REVIEWERS): Please prepare review comments in a format referencing the
appropriate regulation or statute. State the deficiency as well as

the minimum requirement necessary to demonstrate compliance. Fill in
the # of hours spent in review by discipline. Return completed form
to the Special Permits Supervisor when complete.

7566R
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SOLDIER CREEK COAL CO.

Telephone (801) 637-6360 P.0. Box1

83 Price, Utah 84501
19§\

May 17,

L 3

Ms. Susan Linner
Division of 0il, Gas and Mining
355 West North Temple

3 Triad Center, Suite 350 RECE,VED

Salt Lake City, UT 81480-1203

Re: NOV N85-4-15-1 MAY 2 0 1985
Soldier Creek Coal Company :
Soldier Canyon Mine

DIVISIO
ACT/007/018 1IN OF o1

GAS & MINING

Dear Ms. Linner:

On May 2, 1985, Soldier Creek Coal Company received the above
mentioned violation. The violation was issued because embankment
widths and side slopes, on one portion of the pond, do not con-
form to our approved plan.

The sediment pond was constructed by enlarging an existing pond.
Due to limited space and trying to prevent environmental damage,
the existing vertical walls of Soldier Creek were not disturbed.
It was never our intention to disturb the stream banks. Although,
all newly constructed embankments did meet the approved guidelines.

It is our opinion that the east bank is presently stable and does
not present any eminent danger of failure. Any action taken to
provide the required widths and slopes would cause damage to the
reparian zone and our vedetation test plot. The test plot is
located on the east embankment. The pond is inspected on a regular
basis and any changes that would affect the stability would be
observed. If conditions were to change, corrective actions could
be taken. : T

To prevent this violation problem from reoccurring in the future,
we would like to apply for an exemption on the east bank from the
embankment and slope requirements.

If you or any of your staff have any questions or would like to
visit the site, please contact me.

Sincerely,

SOLDIER CREEK COAL COMPANY
T2

J.T. Paluso
Chief Engineer

cc: Mr. David Lof - Division of 0il, Gas and Mining





