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Dee C.  Honsen,  Execut ive Director
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May  74 ,  1985

CERTIF IED RETURN RECEIPI -  REQUESTED
P-796-996-985

Mr .  J .  T .  Pa luso
Ch ie f  Eng ineer
So ld ie r  Creek  Coa i -  Company
P.  0 .  Box  I
Pr i ce ,  U tah  84501

Dear  Mr .  Pa luso :

Re: NOV N85-4-JI : ! r  !qf !  er  Creek CoaI Comp
ACf /007 /018 ,  Fo lder  No .  , ,  Ca

, "  r " * * . "  to  your  le t te r  da ted  May  17  ,  1985 ,  the  D iv i s ion
eanno t  aL low exempt ion  on  the  eas t  bank  o f  the  en la rged  sed i .ment
pond  f rom the  embankment  and  s lope  requ i rements  un less  So ld ie r  Creek
can  p rov ide  su i tabLe  jus t i f i ca t ion .

To  meet  the  requ i - rements  fo r  cons idera t ion  fo r  exempt ion ,
aba tement  p lans  con ta in j .ng  the  fo l low ing  in fo rmat ion  w i l l  have  to  be
prov ided  to  the  D iv i s ion :

As-Bu i l t  d raw ings  o f  t he  en la rged  sed imen t  pond  i nc l ud ing  a
con tou r  map  o f  su i t ab le  sca le  and  con tou r  i n t e r va l ,  and  a
de ta i l ed  sec t i on  t h rough  t he  s t r eam channe l  and  t he  eas t
embankmen t .  These  d raw ings  w i l l  be  used  by  t he  D i v i s i on  t o
de te rm ine  wh i ch  m in imum requ i remen ts  have  no t  been  me t  by
sed imen t  pond  and  whe re  ana l ys i s  o f  t he  pond  embankmen t
w i l l  be  requ i red . IUMC 8L7 .45 ,  UMC 784 ;23 f t ) ( 6 ) ]

Ana l ys i s  w i l l  be  requ i red  whe re  t he  s tanda rds  f o r
embankmen ts  and  s l opes  have  no t  been  me t .  Such  ana l ys i s  i s
t o  i nc l ude  s l ope  s tab i l i t y  o f  t he  embankmen t  unde r
sa tu ra tec i  cond i t i ons  (wo rs t  case )  and  mus t  mee t  a  s ta t i c
f ac to r  o f  sa fe t y  o f  1 .5 .  Add i t i ona l l y ,  t he  embankmen t
shou ld  be  checked  f o r  su r f ace  s l ope  f a i l u re  due  t o  ve r t i ca l
f ace  a t  t he  t oe  o f  t he  s l ope  caused  by  na tu ra l  e ros ion  f r om
So ld ie r  C reek .  I  U t ' , tC  8 I7  . 45 ,  UMC eL7  . 49 )

STATE OF UTAH
NATURAL RESOURCES
Oil ,  Gos & Min ing
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on equol opportunitv employel



Page  2
Mr .  J .  T .  Pa iuso
ACT/0C7 l0 I8
l v iay  3O,  1985

7 Because  o f  the  c lose  p rox im i ty  to  So ld ie r  Creek  and  the
po ten t ia l  e f fec -u  tha t  the  c reek  i t se l f  may  have  on  the
s tab i l i t y  o f  the  sed iment  pond ,  ana lys is  o f  the  po ten t ia l
e ros ion  and  fa i lu re  o f  the  embankment  by  the  s t ream sha l1
a lso  be  requ i red .  Bas is  fo r  th i s  ana lys is  sha l l  be  based
on  the  25  year  24  hour  even t  and  the  peak  f low de te rmined
fo r  So ld ie r  Creek  as  i t  passes  be l "ow the  sed iment  pond .
Sec t ions  o f  the  ex is t ing  s t ream channe l  shou ld  be  taken  to
de te rmine  the  e f fec t  o f  the  peak  f l -ow on  the  channe l
embankment .  De te rmina t ion  and  jus t i f i ca t ion  sha l l  be  made
as  to  wha t  improvements  may  be  necessary  to  p ro tec t  the
sed iment  pond  embankment  f rom eros ion  by  the  s t ream channe l
and  to  p rov ic ie  s tab i l i t y  w i th in  the  requ i rements  as
ou t l i ned  above .  IUMC 817 .45(s )  ]

S tab i l i t y  ana lys is  o f  the  sed iment  pond  embankment  and  the
s t ream channeL  sha l l  be  p rov ided  to  the  D iv i s ion  fo r
approva l .  In  the  even t  tha t  such  ana lys is  p roves  the
s i tua t ion  uns tab le  o r  po ten t ia l l y  uns tab le  due  to  s t l ' eam
channe l  e ros ion ,  So ld ie r  Creek  Coa l  sha i -1  p rov ide  d raw ings '
p lans  and  a  schedu le  fo r  cons t ruc t ion  o f  the  aba tement
p1an .  Jus t i f i ca t ion  o f  the  methodo logy  used  to  m i t iga te
the  s i tua t ion  sha l l  a l so  be  inc luded  in  the  p lan .  The  use
o f  gab ion  re ta in ing  waI l s ,  r i p rap ,  regrac j ing  and
recon tour ing  wou l -d  be  cons idereo  as  v iab le  a l te rna t i ves
shou ld  such  app l i ca t ions  become necessa ly .  The  aba tement
p lans  shou l -d  a lso  inc lude  i f  necessa ly ,  rec lamat j -on  cos ts
o r  changes  thereo f  due  to  any  change  o r  mod i f i ca t ion  o f  the
embankment  o r  the  s t ream channe l . IUMC 784 .L6 ,  UMC 8 I7 .46J

Mon i to r ing  w i l l  be  an  impor tan t  requ i rement  reEarC less  o f
wha t  c je te rmina t ion  o r '  methodo iogy  i s  useo  to  de te r rn ine
s tab i l i t y  o f  the  sed iment  pond .  So ld ie r  Creek  sha l l
p rov ide  aS par t  o f  the  aba tement  p lan ,  a  conc ise  and
de ta i led  mon i to r ing  p lan  su i tab le  to  the i r  aba tement
p roposa l .  I  UMC 784 .L6 ,  U l '4C B I7  .46J

4 .



Page 7
Mr .  J .  T .  Pa luso
ACr /OO7/AL1
May 3O,  1985

jRH : j vb
cc :  R .  Ha rden

S .  L i nne r
0115R

6 . Your  le t te r  ment ioned  tha t  remed ia l  ac t ion  cou ld  be  taken
in  the  even t  o f  a  change  in  cond i t i ons  as  c rbserved  th rough
mon i to r ing .  rn  o rder  to  e f fec t  such  remed ia l_  ac t ion ,  acon t ingency  p lan  w i th  spec i f i c  l r r fo rmat ion  as  to  wha t
ac t ion  wou ld  be  taken  w i r l  have  to  be  submi t ied  and
approve9  

" "  
pa r t  o f  the  aba tement  p lan .  By  hav ing  p r io r

approva l  and  p lans  to  m i t iga te  any  sueh  changes  incond i t i ons ,  so ld ie r  c reek  coa i  wou l i  tnen  be  
-  

aL le  to
imp lement  such  p lans  when the  p rob lem occurs ,  resu l t i ng  in
a  reduced  chance  o f_  s ign i f i can t  damage o r  the  po ten t ia l  fo r
fu r the r  v io la t ions . IUMC 784 . I6 ,  UMC An.+e ]

The  aba teme,n t  p lan  sha l l  be  p rov ic ied  to  the  D lv i s ion  on  o rbe fo re  Ju ly  I '  L985  and  sha l1  inc lude  a l l  p lans  
" i - " "qu"s ted  

in  th i s
Le t te r .

Shou ld  y9u  hqve  any  add i t i ona l  ques t ions  o r  requ i rements
concern ing  th is  mat te r ,  p lease  con tac t  Sue  L inner  fo r  re ie r ra t  tothose  members  on  the  s ta f f  wh ich  may  be  o f  ass i . s tance .

S ince re l y ,

J-*, / Er&
L .  P .  B rax  t onZ  

e

Admin i  s  t ra to r
MineraL  Resource  Deve lopment
ano  Rec lamat ion  p rogram
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Type of Proposal: Y

MRP REVISION/NOV TRACKING
(Revised: 7/28/85)

COAL NONCOAL

FORM

(Fed/State/Fee):

FxpLoration-7-r.ovzco 
Abatement,-MiiP 

Revision-l,|np 
Amenoment

Nov i/ 85-'l-lS-f, Abatement Deadtine

cotnpany name: &U;,,eflr^1, 6 -

File /f (pRo,@l,I:
(CEP/EXP)

Assigned Reviewers: Review Time (hrs):

(Hydroloey) P*k dl
(}{ildlife/Veg.
(Engineering) P@tln:w(Soils)
(Geology )

DATES:

(a) rnitiai Pran
Tech Review
Tecn Review

Title of Proposal: vtt fu1,

D0GM Response Sent

(b) 0perator Resubmission
Tech Review Due

(c) 0perator Resubmission
Tech Review Due

Froject/
Mine Name:

Disturbed
Acres

(d) 0ptr.
Tech
Tech
DOGM

OTHER AGENCIES:
(/l of copies & date)

0sM
USFS-
BLM
Hea]th
History
H20 Rts
Wildlife

Resubmission
Review Due
Review compF-
Response Sent

Teeh Review Compffi
DOGt'l Response Sent

(e) Bond Revised
Rmount ($)

(f) Cond'1. Approval
Stipulations Due
Stips Received
Final Approval

(g) Mfr-g Reeeived
MR-9 Acknowled@O

Tech Review Oomplete
DOGM Response Sent

USF}'JS

NOTE (INSPECTTRS): Please attach a copy of the NOV issued to the abatemEnt 
-

operator.plan when received from the

NOTE (REVIEWERS): Please prepare review comments in a format referencing the
appropriate regulation or statute. State the deficiency as well as
the minimum requJ.rement neeessary to demonstrate compliance. FiIl in
the /l of hours spent j-n review by discipline. Return completed form
to the Special Permits Supervisor when complete.
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SOLDIER CREEK COAL CO.
Telephone (801) 637-6360

Ms. Susan Linner
Division of Oil,  Gas and Mining
355 West North Temple
3 Tr iad.  Center ,  Sui te  350
Sa I t  Lake  C i t y ,  I I I  81480-1203

Re:  NOV NB5-4 - I5 -1
Soldier Creek Coal Company
Soldier Canyon Mine
Acrlo07 /0L8

Dear Ms.  L i -nner :

reparian zone and our vegetation
located on the east embankment.
basis and any changes that would
observed. If  condiLions were to
be taken.

P.O. BoxI
Price, Utah E4501

TlHCEIVED

l,IlAY Z o pS5

?xf'ft,ffi#.
On May 2, 1985, Soldier Creek Coal Company received the above
mentioned violation. The violation was issued because embankment
widths and side slopes, oD one port i-on of the pond, do not con-
form to our approved plan.

The sediment pond was constructed by enlarging an exist ing pond..
Due to limited space and trying to prevent environmental damage,
the exist ing vert ical walls of Soldier Creek were not disturbed.
It was never our intention to disturb the stream banks. Although,
all newly constructed embankments did meet the approved guidelines.

It is our opinion that the east bank is presently stable and
not present any eminent danger of fai lure. Any action taken
provide the required widths and slopes would cause damage to

does
to
the

test  p lo t .  The test  p lo t  is
The pond is inspected on a regular
affect the stabil i ty would be
change, corrective actions gg_91-d-

To prevent this violatj-on problem from reoccurring in the future,
we would like to apply for an exemption on the east bank from the
embankment and slope requirements.

ff  you or any of your staff have any questions or would l ike to
visj-t  the site, please contact me.

Sincere ly ,

SOLDIER CREEK COAI COMPAI{Y
/

f)J FaZtzr,v
/  J . r .  pa luso

Chief Engineer

cc:  Mr.  David Lof  -  Div is ion of  Oi I ,  Gas and Min ing




