
355 W North Temple '3 Triod Center. Suite 400. Soli Loke Ctfy, Uf g4180-1204 . g01-S3g-5S08

ttrt F; tz
- O
\, J,gn"^.r1

Normon H. Bongerter. Governor
Dee C. Honsen, Executive Director
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September 30, 1986

MEMORANDUM

TO: LOWELL BRAXTON, DIVISION OF OIL, GAS, AND MINING

FRoM: O{3 JoHN T. BLAKE, MINERAL RES0URCES SPECIALIST
U STATE LANDS AND FORESTRY

, l

SUBJECT: Corment on Soldier Canyon Mine Plan ACT/007/OlB

In my review of  the Soldier Canyon Mine Plan, I  note that  the
operator proposes a f ive foot  seam thickness cutof f  level .  I
bel ieve that some of the other mines around the State mine seam
thicknesses down to four feet  and in est imat ing coal  reserves,
i t  is  not  uncomnon to include 3 foot  coal .  I t  appears that  a 5
foot cutoff level rnay be wasteful of coal resources.

(R' lease require Sunnedco Coal Company to completely just i fy,
) f rom an economic perspect ive,  their  proposal  to high grade the
(min ing  o f  coa l  in  the  So ld ie r  Canyon Mine.  I f  new or  add i -  \

t ional  equipment or machinery can be econom' ica1ly employed to I
mine coal  seams that are less than 5 feet  th ickness, then tne t  {
operator shou'ld be required to do so in order to conserve the \ 

-

State 's natural  resources in th is area J
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