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Mr .  M .  D .  Ross
Pres iden t  and  Gene ra ]  Manage r
So i -d i e r  C reek  Coa l  Company
P .  0 .  Box  I
P r i ce ,  U tah  84501

Dear

Re:

SCL:  j  vb
cc :  A .  K le in

C.  Dur re t t ,  Sunedco
L .  Brax ton
S.  L inner

0028R-51

fo r  ?11  p r io r  commi tments  re la t ing  to
p rev ious  opera to rs .  p lease  con taa t  me
prov ide  fu r ther  ass is tance .

June  5 ,  1986

th i s  opera t ion  as  made by
or  Lowe l l  B rax ton  i f  we  can

Bes t  regards ,

'Dat".

f ,  Sg ld ie r  Canyon  Mlne ,  ACT/007 /018 ,
Fo lder  No .  2  and  4 ,  Carboh@

The D iv is ion  has  found  tha t  So ld ie r  Creek  Coa l  Company  has  met
311  requ i rements  fo r  a  permi t  t rans fe r  as  requ i red  under  U i , fC  7B8. Ig .
There fo re ,  i n  accordance  w i th  the  a t tached  F ind ings ,  the  reques t  fo r
t rans fe r  o f  the  permi t  fo r  the  So ld ie r  Canyon  Mine  i s  hereby  approved .

l :  you  a re  aware ,  so ld ie r  c reek  coa l  company  i s  no , l l  respons ib le

htuffi ffi
i"::1-i'1

, l

' i , 1 1

,'":W
lif'i.t'.4

Dianne  R.  N ie lson
Di rec  to r

on eqUOl OPOOrrUnlTy erTlp lOyer



F INDINGS

Trans fe r  o f  Pe rm i t  R igh t s
So ld i e r  Canyon  M ine

So l i c j e r  C reek  Cca l  Company
ACr  /  007 /018

Carbon  Coun ty ,  U tah

June  5 ,  L986

Cn  Ap r i l  1 , 1986 ,  t he  D i v i s i on  o f  0 i 1 ,  Gas  and  M in ing  (DOGM)
app roved  a  t r ans fe r  o f  pe rm i t  r i gh t s  f o r  t he  So ld i e r  Canyon  M ine
f rom So ld i e r  C reek  Coa l  Company  t o  Sunedco  Coa l  Company .  0n
14a rch  26 ,  i 9B5  Sunedco  Coa l -  Company  no t i f i ed  DOGM tha t  an  ag reemen t
was  reached  wh i ch  wou ld  a l Low  a  reo rgan i zed  So ld i e r  C reek  Cca l
0ompany ,  now  an  a f f i l i a t e  o f  Sunedco  Coa i -  Company ,  t o  r esume  as  m ine
. ' n6y ' r r n r  r h i s  ac t i on  au tho r i zes  t r ans fe r  o f  pe rm i t  r i gh t s  f r om
Suneoco  Cca l -  Company  back  t o  So ld l e r  C reek  Coa l  Company .

The  app l i can t  f o r  t r ans fe r  o f  pe rm i t  r i gh t s ,  So ld i e r  C reek  Coa l ,
Conpany  has  commi t t ed  t o  con t i nue  t o  conduc t  t he  ope ra t i ons  i nvo l ved
in  f u11  comp l i ance  w i t h  t he  t e rms  and  cond i t i ons  o f  t he  o r i g i na l -
pe rm i t  i s sued  t o  So ld i e r  C reek  Coa l  Company  anc j  I a t e r  t r ans fe r red  t o
Sunedco  CoaL  Company  ( i jMC 788 .18 (c )  ( 3 )  ) .  The re fo re ,  F i nd ings  I i .
L -4 ,  and  9 - I 7  o f  t he  o r i g i na l  Dec i s i on  Documen t  ( a t t ached )  a re  s t i - l - 1
pe r t i - nen t .

Tne  f o l l o r v i ng  f i no ings  spec i f i ca l l y  app l y  t o  t he  app l i ca t i on  f o r
i r ans fe r  o f  pe rm i t  r i gh t s .

1 .  The  S ta te  o f  U tah  has  de te rm ineo  t ha t  t he  app l i ca t i on  f o r
t r ans fe r  o f  pe rm i t  r i gh t s  i s  accu ra te  and  comp le te ,  and
comp l i es  w i t h  t he  requ i remen ts  o f  UMC 7BB .1B(a )  and  (o ) .

2 .  The  app l i can t  has  ob ta i ned  a  pe r f o rmance  bonc j  equ i va len t  t o
the  bond ing  requ i remen ts  o f  t he  o r i g i na l  pe rm i t ,  i n  t he
amounL  o f  $S '22 ,592 .  (UUC 788 .18 (c ) (2 ) ) .

3 .  The  app l i can t  has  t he  l ega1  r i gh t  t o  en te r  and  beg in
unde rg round  coa l  m in i ng  ac t i v i t i e s  pu rsuan t  t o  a  wo rk i ng
ag reemen t  be tween  So l -d i e r  C reek  Coa l  Company  and  Sunedco
Coa I  Company .

4 .  The  0 f f i ce  o f  Su r face  M in ing  (OSU)  nas  assessed  t he
app l i can t r s  comp l i ance  w i t h  Sec t i on  5 I0 ( c )  o f  t he  Su r face
M in j - ng  Con t ro l  and  RecLama t i on  Ac t .  I t  has  been  f ound  t ha t
a l l  AML  fees  have  been  pa id  and  a l I  ou t s tand ing  Cessa t i on
0 rde rs ,  c i v i l  pena l t i es  and  v i o l - a t i ons  have  been  reso l ved ,
save  f o r  seve ra l  v l o l a t i ons  t ha t  a re  be ing  appea led  by
Shamrock  Coa l  Company .  OSM has  cond i t i oned  app rova l  o f  t he
pe rm i t  t r ans fe r  pend ing  ou t come  o f  t he  appea l s .



ri

2

Procedures  fo r  pub l i c  par t i c ipa t ion  have  compr ied  w i th
requ i rements  o f  the  Ac t  and  the  Utah  s ta te  p rogram.  No t i ce
was  pub l i shed  as  requ i red  by  UMC 7Be.1B(b) ( r ) .  No  comments
were  rece ived .

anDl+-
,Act"ze f tJ M21-b\/

Adm in i s t r a to r ,  M ineba i -  Resou rce
Deve lopmen t  and  Rec lama t i on  P rog ra rn

Approveo  as  Form

j vb
O5BOR
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FINDINGS

S o l d i e r  C r e e k  C o a l
So ld ie r  Canyon

Coupaoy
Mine

I .

App l ica t ion  fo r  Min ing  p lau

*:r?lj:;1."1,,i::lll,. i:":l_t 1:r"l^has dererroined rhar rbe peR:.r, E g  L r l d ,  L  E U E

;::::;::t?l 
.*L1..l l ,o:,y"i zs : re8r, 

""i-,pJ..ed rhrough
::::T?:: l?:.t?ll,_111. the perni.-1"-i""";,;:;;""il;i::: 

""0il:':l;;"::'1.' ll:"'::::::T'::: : i :n. 
-;in.""".-ui.;";:: 

;:",i1!,..,
:::" ::i'i l:" Ytr:::-!:" "?1,:"1 ^ lJ: !;'; i ;;-;; i ffi"i ; :' :J':i:Federa l  Lands  prograr l .  IUUC Zge. fg ]

t l . 0Sl{ has reviesed the perrni t  appl icat ion
prepared the  techa ica l  ana lys is  ( ta ) .
environmeutal  assessraeut (Ui)  ana based
fo l low ing  f ind iugs :

aud niaing plan, aad
OSM has prepared tbe

ou this has made the

1 . The-app l icau t  p roposes  acceptab le  p rac t ices  fo r  therec laaat iou  o f  d is tu rbed taaas .  These prac t ices  have beenshorm to be effect ive in the short_tem; there are t l ,olong-tera reclarnat ion record,s ut i l iz i"g '" i i i ""  species iathe  westera  uu i ted  s ta tes-  Never the less ,  the  osH s ta f f  hasdetemi 'ed tbat recrarnir t iou, as required by Ehe Act,  can befeas ib ly  acconp l ished uader 'c t re  n ia iag  p1"n .

os '  has  de ten ined tha t  rec lamat iou  is  techao l0g ica117 andeconomica l l y  feas ib le  under  SMCRA Secc ion  522.  I I J_MC 7g6.19(b) ;  TA,  Chaprers  X IV,  IV  and )B l

The probable cr ' rnulacive hydrologic impact assessrreElt(PcErA) of al l  exist ing 
""a 

i i i i . " ipared niuiug by surfacecoar mines in the geoeral  area indicates ai"rE is anant ic ipaced iucrease in  the  annua l  l0ads  fo r  co ta ld isso lved so l ids  (TDs) .  The oax imuu rDS 10ad- " i t r  occur  inthe aid 1990's b1-t  discharge frga sordier caayon oiue , . r i l r
t roE exceed the  NpDEs e f f luen t  l ia i ta t io "  o i - i .0  aoo p" .day .  The in fo rna t iou  ava i lab le  iud icares  i i r "a -oo  ua ter ia ldamage oa ex is t ing  water  users  n i l l  occur .

(

2.

(

*1: , : : " " : : : : :1^- t : " : l i .J : : - lo :  .1"  ex is t ing and proposec
T::i::^:r. ' :: l : i" . are rocatea wirui;-;;;. i" i l i": ' ;:::;
l : : : ; " : : : ._l l :=:_is .potent iar r . ,  ""u"I ;" ;" ; - i ; '  r i i " !X,. ," ,,  L l r E  D g l

: : : : : ^ : : : ] i " ? :  
a n d . d i r e c c t y  b e u e a c h  t h e  c r e e k .  H o w e v e :

: : : : : : : " : :1, : ! : , : . ions. , , , i i i  inc i ; ;  ; ;  . " . " " i r "1" : ; "" ' ,
: :n : : l : ,1 : t l i : : ,  

0 " " : . "Eh and w i rh in  r00  fee i -o , , -uocr ,  s ides

""ll"oill]t,d g s i : n e c i  i n  n r o r r a - F  - - - L - i  r

l : : l : : : . - . :?,  p: :"""r .subsi: : ;""  ; ; ; ; ;  ; : l ; r : : " : . : : ; : " '
i ?': : : :.:,t* 

o "*^,o::_.::: 1, ." a 
-," 

i. . 
- 
; i, ; ; ; "; i i, "i ! " I " p 1 a c e d

li--::::::::r. No nareri.i a"r.r-"-ir","""o".rjii"J'ri
a n t i c i p a c e d .



,{ the surrace aud uud'erground' operatl0ns iu the peralt havebeeo deslgned to preveD.t mateilal aa:nage-to--1r," irya=ol0gicbalance \rlthln and outslae tie per.:o:.t area. IUHC786.19(c); TA, pa'es f+_.frro"gh 21 an. A;;;"hr""r I  (cHL{$rrnnsry); PAP, 
-chipter z; .iJ' Narlonal Eovlronme.talPolley Acr (IEPA) aocl-"oa,-p"g"" g aad 9.1

Ite surface nfuhave been J";i#.:n::.;l:H"i':*::: ::u:;".1;o::l:l::..""balance 1a assJc lated '  o f f - l re  areas.  [uMc ig6.19(" ) ;  ?A,pp. 15-17; nlalug plaa or p".ft  appffcatioo-Ltr.p..r Vi i ;Natlonal Eavlro rnsutal ?olicy 
*t iiEdt;J'*pi:ro""documeot, CHIA pp. O-2 and 613:

after revlerl'g the descrlptlon of the proposed pe.'ltarea, OSM dete:=nlues thls area 1s:

a' Not lncluded relthla aD, area deslgoated uusultable forsurface coal nlalug operarlous. IUMC ZA6.fgfalCfl]
b' Not rlthln aa area uuder study for deslgnat.lag lanrisunsuLtable for surface coal alul.ng operitlous. (SeeSureau of 

t1d_M"o"g.r"ia _correspond,euce dared, March19, 1sB4) t i rMc 786:rgiajCzl

c. Not ou auy land-s_ subJect to the prohlbl t lons orfrrn{sss{eo: oI nuc 761.*i" l- l ;"; i lnl i 'pi=r", erc.),761.11(f)  (pub1lc lur iarugs r  -  l rc.  ) ,  ana- ig l .11(g)

{!!'"."'r""). tu'Mc-ts;:iicil (3t;'iol-ir,"n.er rv, pp.

d' lrlthln 100 feet of the outslde rlght-of-ray of utahEtghway 53-publlc road. tuuc 786:19(;t( lr);  re,Chapter $III ,  page 30] , i t" appllcaui-has recelvedforual peralssloa froro th1 cgriou cooity-com'lsslonersto olae rrlth1u 100 feer of the rfgfrt_oiiay of apubllc road.

e. Not wlrhle 300 feer of atry occupled dwelllng. IU,HC786 .19 (d ) (5 ) ;  DoA . " "poo r " ,  Ua rch  30 ,  i t i l ,  pp .2_L0A l
f. Not uasuitable la accorCauce wlrh 522(b) of SMCRA.
'S i l 's  r 'ssuance of  a  pera i t  aad the sec:erar 'a .  .ec ls loa onthe Mlneral Leasi.ng Acr plaa w111 U" rn-coroi i"o"u wlth rheNat loual  Hls tor lc  .Dreservat lon Act  -and lnp l " rur rafogregu ta r l oas  (36  cFR s00 ) .  [ uMC 786 .1e ( ; j ; - ; ; l ' * . 0 . " ,  u= ,paSe 1-3;  s tate i { ls ror lc  preservat lou ofJ lcu i - - "o. , "ur lencele t te r  da red  Cc rober  4 ,  19g41

3.

{

4 .



6 .

the appl lcaar has the Iegal r lght to eD,tet and begia
surface ulalag act lv l t les lu the pernir  area. lu ic ;az.:-- : ;PAP, Chapter I I ,  pp. Z-10, l

lbe appl lcant has subnlt ted. proof and osM,s recorcs
1ndl-cate tha-t prlor vlolatloas of appricable 1aw aariregulat lons have been corrected. tulrc zgo-rgir l ;  persoaal
s.rnqrsnJsstloa wlth lrank Ateqclo, OSM Reclarnatlou
Speclal lsr,  la OSM Albuquelque Fleld Off lce, and Joe
Helfr lch, UDOGM, on Novenber 14, 19g41

osH's -records-conf lrn that al l  fees for the Abaodoae<i ylne
Rectprnarlou Fuud have been pald,.  tUMc 7ga.1b(;) ;  ; ; ; . " ; ; icornrnuslcatlon ' ' lth John seoder, OsM Fee conpllauce-Off1cer,'1u OSM Albuquerque F1e1d Offlce on Noveaber 13, 19g41

OSirl aad UDOGI{ records show that the appllcanr d,oes not
cotrtrol and has aot coBtrolled ulalng operatlons rrlth ademonstrated pattern of s l11ful  v lolat lons of the Act of
sucb uature, duratloo, aud wlth such resultlag lrreparable
dr.age to the envlronne!.t aa to iadlcate aE latent aot to
eonply wlth the provlslons of tbe Act. However, IiDOGI{ ls
curreutly revlerlng thelr records to dete:m1ne the
potentlal of a patte',* of vlolatloas related to dlsposal ofsaste rock. The proposed operatlons at soldier canyou n_iae
lacrudes a waste rock dlspolal slce wlthla the per,olt area
whlch 1111 provlde for proper dlsposal.  [uMc 7g6.1g(1);
perso el corornuulcatlon rltb Joe llelfrlch, UDOGM, oa
Decesber 13, 1984; pAp, Volume 4, l{aste i.ock Dlsposal plaul

Surface coal nlaJ-ug aud reclamatloa opelatloas to be
perforroed under the pe::alt will aot bi laeouslsteat rlth
the sage Polut - Dugout canyoa uadergrouad. ulne 1a the
lnoedlate vlclulty of the Soldler Cauyoa ,n{D.e. [Ul,tC786. le (J ) l

lbe appllcaat has provlded evldeace aud OSM has found, there
.re ,.o prloe farolands ln the per:alt area and area for
l l fe-of-nlne. l ln ' rc 786.19(1);  see so11 coaservarloa
serv lce  le r te r  da ted ,  Ju ly  20 ,  1gg3;  pAp,  page-2O1

Negatlve al1uvlal va11ey floor (AVT) deteraluatlons ha,re
been rude for the dral :rages in the proposed peral t  area aadarea for l l fe-or--nlne. These deter:nlnat loas were rnade oothe  bas ls  o f  the  lack  o f  su f f l c len t  uuconso l lca ted  s r :ear
J -a ld  depos l ts  Eo a l low sub l r r lga t ron  or  f lood  l r r lga t ion
agr lcu lcura l  ac tLv t t les  to  occur .  The So1d, le r  c reek  va i ley
ln the vlc lui ty of the olee r .s broken. and rough and. the
soi ls are rocky, oakJ-ag the area addltr .onal ly uusultable
for subl=lgat loa or f lood lrr lgat lou agrlcui turar
act lv l t les. Aa A'/F has been lcent l f red 5 ni les south of
the soldler caayon nhe, however,  osM has deterolned. that
aater lal  Canage wl11 aoE occur fron the Soldier Caayon
n lne .  [UyC 786.19(1)  ;  TA,  Ct raprer  X ,  page 17  ]

8 .
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As app l icab le ,  the  pern i r ree  sha l l  coup ly  w i rh  30  CFR
7 0 1 . 1 1 ( d )  a n d  S u b c h a p t e r  B  o r  K  f o r  

" o r p i i " . r " " ,mod i f i ca t iou ,  o r  abandont ren t  o f  ex is t io !  .a= . , r " iu res .

The proposed pos tmin ing  land use o f  the  permi t  a rea  has
b e e n  a o p r o v e d . b y  U D O G M ,  B L y ,  a n d  O S M .  t i n f C  ; A 0 . 1 9 ( a ) l

t rDocu and osM have made alr  specif ic approvals required by
_ the  Ac t ,  the  approved u tah  s ta te  p rogram and the  Federa l
Lands  prograa.  [uMc 796. f9 (n) j

The proposed opera t ioa  v i l l  no t  a f fec t  the  cont inued
ex is tence o f  th rea teued or  endangered spec ies  or  resur i  i s
tbe  desr ruc t ion  or  adverse  nod i f i ca t ion  o f  the i r  c r i t i ca r
h a b i r a t s -  l u u c  7 g 6 . l g ( u ) i  T A ,  c h a p r e r  x V ,  p a g e  2 3 ,  a n d
Chapter  XVT,  page 26 ;  rJ .S .  F ish  .oA Wi la t i fe  ! " r l r i " .
meuorandum dated Septeuber 7, 1994]

Procedures  fo r  pub l i c  par t i c ipa t iou  have coap l ied  v i rh
requ i rements  o f  the  Ac t ,  the  approved u tah  s tace  prograu,
the Federal  Lauds Prograu, and couaci l  on Enviro mental
Qua l i t y  regu la r ions  (z ro  c rn  par t  1500 er  seq. ) .  [30  cFR
7 4 0 . 1 3 ( c ) ( 3 )  ;  c h r o a o l o g y  o f  E v e n t s l .

(

17 .  The app l ican t  has  conp l ied
app l icab le  Federa l  laws aud
per:nits frorn Environnental
aad Hea l th  Admin is r ra t iou ,
Utah Depart l lent of  Natural

w i th  a l l  o ther  requ i reoents  o f
e i ther  have or  have app i ied  fo r

Pro tec t ion  Agency ,  y . iae  Sa ie t ; r
Utah  Depar tnenE o f  Hea l th ,  anc i
Resources .  Igo  c r .R 746.  f  3 (g)  ]

Headquarrers ReviewiDg 
-Ofi f ;er-

t

Adniuis traEo
llestern Tech


