
355 W North Temple .  3  Tr iod Center .  Sui te 350 .  Sol t  Loke Ci1. / ,  UT 84180-1203 .  gO1-53g-S340

June  5 ,  1986

Dear

Re:

Bes t  regards ,

Mr .  M.  D .  Ross
Pres iden t  and  Genera l  Manaqer
So ld ie r  Creek  Coa l  Company
P.  0 .  t sox  I
P r i ce ,  U tah  8450 I

i{r!oss :

Approva l  fo r  Permi t  T rans fe r ,  So ld ie r  Canyon

The D iv is ion  has  found  tha t  So ld ie r  Creek  CoaI  Company  has  met
9 l I  requ i rements  fo r  a  permi t  t rans fe r  as  requ i red  under  UMc 7gg . lg .There fo re ,  i n  accordance  w i th  the  a t tached  F ind ings ,  the  reques t  fo rt rans fe r  o f  the  permi t  fo r  the  So ld ie r  Canyon  MinJ  i s  hereby  approved .

^  l :  you  a re  aware ,  So ld ie r  Creek  Coa l  Company  i s  now respons ib le
fo r  ?11  p r io r  commi tments  re la t ing  to  th i s  opera t ion  as  made byprev ious  opera to rs .  P lease  con ta i t  me o t  Lowe l l  B rax ton  i f  we  canprov ide  fu r ther  ass j . s tance ,

SCL :  j  vb
cc :  A .  KLe in

C .  Du r re t t ,  Sunedco
L .  B rax ton
S .  L i nne r

0028R-  61
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r\'ld''^**g'
Dianne  R.  N ie lson
Di rec  to r

Normon H. Bongerter, Governor
Dee C. Honsen, Executive Director

Dionne R.  Nie lson,  Ph.D. .  Div is ion Director

on equol  ooportunrty erTroloyer



FIND INGS

Trans fe r  o f  Permi t  R igh ts
So ld ie r  Canyon  Mine

So l i c ie r  Creek  Coa l  Company
ACT/gA7/AL9

Carbon  County ,  U tah

June  5 ,  1986

0n Apr i l  1 ,1985 ,  the  D lv i s ion  o f  011 ,  Gas  and  Min ing  (DOGM)
approved  a  t rans fe r  o f  pe rmi t  r i gh ts  fo r  the  So fd ie r  Canyon  Mine
f rom So ld ie r  Creek  Coa l  Company  to  Sunedco  CoaI  Company .  0n
March  26 ,  1986  Sunedco  Coa l  Company  no t i f i ed  DOGM tha t  an  agreement
was  reached  wh ich  wou ld  a l low a  reorgan ized  So ld ie r  Creek  CoaI
Company ,  now an  a f f i l i a te  o f  Sunedco  CoaI  Company ,  to  resume as  m ine
opera to r .  Th is  ac t ion  au thor i zes  t rans fe r  o f  pe rmi t  r i gh ts  f rom
Sunedco  Coa l  Company  back  to  So ld ie r  Creek  Coa l  Company .

The  app l i can t  fo r  t rans fe r  o f  pe rmi t  r i gh ts ,  So ld ie r  Creek  CoaI
Company  has  commi t ted  to  eon t inue  to  conduc t  the  opera t ions  invo lved
in  fu I I  comp l iance  w i th  the  te rms and  cond i t i ons  o f  the  o r ig ina l
permi t  i ssued  to  So ld ie r  Creek  Coa l  Company  and  la te r  t rans fe r reo  to
Sunedco  Coa l  Company  ( t rMC 788 .18(c ) (3 ) ) .  There fo re ,  F ind ings  I I .
L -4 ,  and  9 -L7  o f  the  o r ig ina l  Dec is ion  Document  (a t tached)  a re  s t i l l
pe r t inen t .

The  f o l l ow ing  f i nd ings
t rans f ' e r  o f  pe rm i t  r i gh t s .

1 .  The  S ta te  o f  U tah
t rans fe r  o f  pe rm i t
comp l i es  w i t h  t he

spec i f i ca l l y  app ly  to  the  app l - i ca t ion  fo r

has  de te rminec j  tha t  the  app l i ca t ion  fo r
r igh ts  i s  accura te  and  comple te ,  and

requ i rements  o f  UMC 788 .18(a )  and  (b ) .

bond  equ iva len t  to
permi t ,  i n  the

2 .  The  app l i can t  has  ob ta ined  a  per fo rmance
the  bond ing  requ . i - rements  o f  the  o r ig ina l
amount  o f  $522 ,592 .  (UUC 788 .18(c )  (2 )  ) .

The  app l i can t  has
unde rg round  coa l
ag reemen t  be tween
CoaL  Company .

the  lega l  r i gh t  to  en te r  and  beg in
min ing  ac t i v i t i es  pursuan t  to  a  work ing

So ld ie r  Creek  CoaI  Company  and  Sunedco

4 .  The  O f f i ce  o f  Su r face  M in ing  (OS l ' t )  nas  assessed  t he
app l i can t ' s  comp l i ance  w i t h  Sec t i on  : I 0 ( c )  o f  t he  Su r face
M in ing  Con t ro l  and  Rec lama t i on  Ac t .  I t  has  been  f ound  t ha t
a l - l  AML  fees  have  been  pa id  and  a l l  ou t s tand ing  Cessa t i on
0 rde rs ,  c i v i l  pena l t i es  and  v i o l a t i ons  have  been  reso l ved ,
save  f o r  seve ra l  v i o l a t i ons  t ha t  a te  be ing  appea led  by
Shamrock  Coa l  Company .  OSM has  cond i t i oned  app rova l  o f  t he
pe rm i t  t r ans fe r  pend ing  ou t come  o f  t he  appea l s .



q

L

Procedures  fo r  pubr i c  par t i c ipa t ion  have  compr ied  w i th
requ i rements  o f  the  Ac t  and  the  Utah  s ta te  p rogram.  No t i ce
was  pub l i shed  as  requ i red  by  UMC 7BB. lB(b ) ( l ) . -  No  commenrs
were  rece i -ved .

a "8*hrzbar"'1 f
AomJ .nLs t ra to r ,  M ine la l _  Resou rce
Deve lopmen t  and  Rec lama t i on  p roo ram

Approveo  as  Form

j vb
0580R
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FINDINGS

Sold ie r  Creek  CoaI  Companv
Soldier Canyon l l ine

App l ica t iou  fo r  Miu ing  p lau

The o f f i ce  o f  sur face  Min ing  (osu)  has  de tero iaed tha t  the  per=rcapp l ica t ion  submiEred-oo ua !  z : ,  198r ,  
" " ; - ; ; ; l ted  th roughDecenber  18 '  1984,  and- the  ie ra i t  i s  accura te  aad coupre te  acc icompl ies with the reguirements of the appro.,r"a-ut. i . ,  sEace prograu,the  Sur face  Miu ing  Cout ro l  and Rec lanat ioa  ac t  (SMCR-{ ) ,  aud rbeFedera l  Laac is  p rogram.  

I I IMC 7g6.19 ]

.SM has  rev ieved,  che permi t  app l i ca t iou  and n in ing  p lau ,  aadprepared rhe  techn ica l  ana lys is  (TA) .  
-O i i -n " " -p repared 

theenvironmeatal  assessneut (Ei)  ana based oo atr i"  has aade thefo l low ing  f ind iugs :

1 '  The appt ican t  p roposes  accepcab le  p rac t ices  fo r  therec la raar ion  o f  d is tu rbed tauas .  d ; ; ; - i . . " t i " " "  have beeqshom to be effect ive in the short_te:_.;  there are Eolong-tem reclauat ion records ut i r iz ing aat ive species 'athe  Westera  Uu i ted  Sta tes .  Never the leJs ,  the  OSM s ta f f  hasdererniued rhar recramirr ion, as ; ; ; i ; ; ;  bv rhe Acr,  cao befeas ib ly  accoap l isbed under - the  n in i ig -p f . " .

os '  has  de temined tha t  rec lamat ion  is  techno10g ica l17  aodeconomica l l . y  feas ib le  under  SUCRA Secc iou  522.  IUUC ZgO. fg- (b) i  TA, Chaprers X3V, !v and ]Hl

I .

l . t .

((

2.
:::"1:lo:?t:, : '--,,1arive hydrotogic impacr assessoeqr
Ililil-:j :l'_:1'::i"; ;;;-;;;i;in.i5o'ii:il"il':X.r"".
:::1-TI:s,iu rhe generat ..." iiJi;;;;"-;il;: il ";:l!l:l l":"d i::,"lse in .u" i""",i-i;;;; i".'."ilr.
:i:":1:"1.::llo: !eg).. rh" ;;;i;;-il i""o'"iii occur in, r r  r  9 c c u r  1

::: -'::"1:r::: :::-:i::large rron.sordier a;;y;" niae rirl
::: ".;::0., :::j::ll_ " Irr::nt. 1 i,ni ra i i;;- 

" ;li o-..1"-n",
i:I: --rl: l:l:-: :to_a - avai lau r " '"i ri.i" "- in" i""i"i"lllr",daroage ou  ex is t ing  r ra te r  users  w i l l  occur .

I

A 1 l  t h e  p o r t a l  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  t h e  e x i s t i n g  a n d  p r o p o s e cn i n i n g  o p e r a r i o n s  a r e  l 0 c a t e c i  w i t h i n  t h e  s o l d i e r  c r e e kd r a i n a g e '  T h e r e  i s  p o c e n t i a l  f o r  
" , r b " i d e n c e  i u  t h e  s c l c i e rc r e e k  c r a i n a g e  a n d . d i r e c t l y  b e i e a c h  t h e  c r e e k ,  H o w e v e : ,u n d e r g r o u n d  o p e r a t i o n s  w i l i  i r , " t ' a .  t h e  r e t e n t i o n  o fs u p p o r t  p i l l a r s  b e n e a r h  a n d  w i t h i n  I 0 0  f e e t  o n  b o c h  s i c e so f  s o l d i e r  c r e e k '  T h e  s u p p o r t  p i l l a r s  h a v e  i " " n  

" a " o u a : e r yd e s i 3 n e d  t o  p r e v e n t  s u b s i i l n " "  b e n e a t h  S o l d i e r  C r e e k .s p r i n g s  w i r l  b e  m o n i t o r e d  a n d  w a t e r  r i g h c s  w i l l  b e  r e p l a c e di f  ne i 'essary '  No naEer i . r - i " r .g "  f rou  subs idence isa n t i c i p a r e d .



{ The surface aud uuderground operatlons ln the peralt havebeeu deslgued to preveot naterlal a",o"g"-to"lrru ,.rarologicbalance rrlthln and outsla"-ai." pe!:c1t area. [UttC786'19(c);  TA, pages ra arrto"sh 21 au. att ." i r r"or I  (cHr{.grrn'n33y); pAp, Ctrapter Z; 
"iJ' 

Natlonal EavLronme'ralPo11cy Act (_r\EpA) ao",-"o.,-p"g." g aad 9.1

Tbe surfa"" r l "-r^:perat lous proposed. uud.er the appl lcar louhave beeu deslgne. ao pr".r"oi-d.r"g" to-the hydrologlcbalauce 1u assoclated'  of f - i i "  
" r"""-  [uuc zgo.rgr. l i  TA,Pp' 15-17; alalug plaa or perolt appllcatioo-lnrp."r vrr;Natloaal Envlro -eutal policy Act itiEr;t-"-;pir"o".docu,ment, CHIA pp. O-Z ."a-g1:f

After revler lag the descrlpt lou-of the proposed peral tarea, OSM dete:=r laes thls area is:

a' Not luclude. relthln an area deslgaated uusultable forsurface coar- a] 'a laS .perat10us. [ur,rc 2i l .19(d)(1)]

b' Not rlthln aa area uuder study for desl.gaat.tug lancisuasulrable for surface coat oin1"; ;;;;lons. (SeeSureau of 
!1a Uaaageneaa 

"o.r""pondesce dared t{arch19, 1984) tu.nc zaol lg(ei(t jJ--- '"sssgLc 
(

c. Not ou any 1aadl subJect to the prohlbl t lons orl lnltatlong of *rc zor.iri.) 
-li"l].""1i-olr*", 

erc. ) o761.11(f)  (publ lc l " r iarogs, -  9t9.  ) ,  . ia. iot .u(e)(cenererles). tuuc ze6.rlf  i la3t; ' i^l-*"o.er rv, pp.

d. I{1th1n 100 feet of tbe outslde rlght_of_ray of UtahElghway 53-publie road. 
-iuuc 

786:tt(Jt(ai; ra,chapter slr i ,  page 301 itr.  appL:cani-has recelvedforaal peraissl-u frou the carbou couaty connlsslonersto olne rtthlu 100 feet of the rfgirt_oi_ray of apub11c roaci.

e. Not rr lrhln 300 feer of aoy occupled dwell lug. IU.VC786.19(d)(5)  ;  DoA . " "poo" . ,  l rarc t r  3O;  6dl ,  pp.2_t0Al
f .  Nor  unsul tab le ia  accorCauce wl th  522(b)  of  SMCRA.
0SM's lssuance of  a  pera i t  and the-  sec:ecar la l  .ec ls lou onthe Mlaerar Leasiag Acr plaa w111 b" 1;-;; ; i i i .o.u !r1rh rheNatloual Hlstor-j .c p:eserratj .on Act and :nplurJrr.1ogregular lons (36 c iT.  800) .  [uMc 786.r -9(" j ; - ; l i  chapcer  . t r ,page 13;  State i { ls ror lc  preser . , ra t loa of i lcer  concur iencele t te r  da red  Cc tobe r  4 ,  19g41

3.

{



the appllcanr has the legal rlght
surface nlalng act l rr l t les lu the
PS,  Chapcer  I I ,  pp .  2 -10 ,1

to  en ter  aad beg in
perai t  area. IUMC

6' I t 'e appl leaot has subnlt ted, proof aad, OsM,s recorcs
ludlcate that pr lor v lorat loas of apprlcable 1aw aadregulatJ-ous have been correcred.. tuirc zgo.rgii l ;-p"rsoo"r
ssnrnqnis4tl.a wlth Frank Atenclo, osM Reelaroatl0u
Speclal lst ,  la OSM Albuquetque Fteld Off lce, aad Joe
Helfr1.ch, EDOGM, on Novenber 14, 19g41

8 .

0sl l 's -records couf lrm that al l  fees for the Abaadoaed y.rne
Recle.atlou lund 

lt"yu been pald. [u'c za6.rgi ir l ;  p.r.oi" i
coumunlcatloa wlth Joha sender, osM lee conpllaace offlcer,- la OsM albuquerque F1eld 0ff lce ou Novenber 13, 19g41

'sx aod irD.Gu records show that the appllcant does uotcoutrol and has aot coBtrolled rnlnlag bperarloos srth adetronstiated patteru of wil1fu1 vlolatlous of the Act ofsuch nature, duratloa, aud wlth such resurtlug lrreparabie
d:rnage to the envlronme!,t aa to ladlcate aB lutent Dot toconply wlth the provlslous of the act. Ilowever, uDoGX 1scurrently revlewlug thelr record,s to deteralne thepotentlal of a pattern of vlolatloas related to d,1sposal ofwaate rock. rtre proposed operatlo!.s at soldler cantou nlaelncludes a wasre rock dlspoial slte wlthla the peralt aleawhlch 1111 provlde for prop.r dlsposal. IUHC 736.:-9(1);persoaal conounlcatlon w-ltb Joe Helfrlch, UD0GM, ou
Decesber 13, 1984; pAp, Voluoe 4, I{aste Rock Dfsposal plaal

Surface coal ulalag aod reclanatloa operatlotrs to beperforned rmder the peralt w111 aot bi Laconslsteat rlth
the sage Polut - Dugout canyoo uudergrouud, nlue 1a the{-nedlate vlclnlty of tbe Soldier Caayoa olne. IUUC786 . l e ( J )  l

has provlded evldeuce and OSM has fouud there
fa:nlauds 1n the perrnlt area aud area for

I I IUC 786.19(] .) i  See Soi] .  Conservarlon.
dared Ju ly  20 ,  L9g3;  pAp,  page 201

Negatlve alluvlaL val_ley floor (AV?) deter:nlnaclons have
been uade for the dralaages in the proposed pe=art  area aadarea for l1fe-or--nlne. these deteralnat lons were nade onthe basls of the lack of su.f f lc lent uD.consorr.catcci  srrea!
la ld  depos l ts  co  a l1ow sub i r r lga t lon ,  o r  f lood  l r r lga t loo
agr lcu lcura l  ac t l v l t les  to  occur .  The so ld ie r  c reek  va11ey
la  the  v lc lo i ty  o f  the  o lee  1s  broken aud rough and the
s-oi ls are rocky, naklng the area addltr-onalry-uusultable
fo r  sub l r r lgar lon  or  f lood  l r r lga t lon  agr lcu i tu rar
ac t lv l t ies .  An A ' /F  has  been icen t l f led  5  n1 les  south  o f
the soldler canyoa nl le,  however,  osM has deterr laed that
oater lal  Canage wi l l  noc occur froo the Soldler Caayou
n lue .  [ fHC 786.19(1) ;  TA,  Ct rap ter  X ,  page 17J

,'(

9 .

10.

J .J - .

The appllcaat
ate co prlue
11f e-of-rolne.
Servlce letrer
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14 .

15 .

As app l icab le ,  the  penn i t tee
7 0 1 . l f ( d )  a n a  S u b c h a p r e r  B  o r
ruodif icat iou, or abaodonment

The proposed postmiaing land
beeu approved by UDOGI!, BLy,

The proposed opera t ioa  w i l l
ex is tence o f  th rea tened or
the  des t ruc t ion  or  adverse
b a b i r a t s .  I w c  7 9 6 . I 9 ( n )  ;
C h a p t e r  X ' 9 I ,  p a g e  2 6 ;  U . S .
memorandua dated September

The appl icanr has conpl ied
app l icab le  Federa l  laws and
peruics frou Environnental
aad H.ealth Admiuistrat iou,
Utah Departaeot of Natural

sha l l  corop ly  w i rh  30  CFR
K  f o r  c o m p l i a n c e ,

o f  e x i s t i D g  s t r u c E u : e s .

u s e
and

of  the
OSM.

perE:.E area has
Innc zao.  r9(a)  ]

uDocu and OsM have made alr  specif ic approvals required by
the  Ac t ,  the  approved uEah s ta te  p rograo and the  Federa l
Lands  progran.  [uUC ZAS. f9 (n) ]

15 .  Procedures  fo r  pub l i c  par r i c ipa t ion  have coap l ied  v ich
requ i rements  o f  the  Ac t ,  the  approved u tah  s ta te  p rograu,
the Federar Lands program, and couaci l  on Environmenial
Q u a l i r y  r e g u l a r i o u s  ( 4 0  c r R  p a r r  1 5 0 0  e r  s e q . ) .  [ 3 0  c F R
740.13(c )  (3 )  ;  ch :ono logy  o f  Events  I  .

L7 .

noE a f fec t  the  cont inued
eudangered spec ies  or  resu l t  in
n o d i f i c a t i o a  o f  t h e i r  c r i t i c a l
TA,  Chapcer  XV,  page 23 ,  and
F ish  aud Wi ldL i fe  Serv ice
7 ,  l g g 4 J

l r i th  a l l  o ther  requ i reoeqts  o f
e i ther  have or  have app l ied  fo r

Pro tec t iou  Ageucy ,  Miae  Sa iecy
UEah Depar t loent  o f  Eea l th ,  anc i
R e s o u r c e s .  [ 3 0  c F R  7 4 6 . 1 3 ( g )  ]

Heac iquar te rs  Rev iewing  Ot t i cer

t

Adninis Elato
I{estera Tec Center


