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April 24, |

TO: Technical File
FROM: Randy Harden,.Reclamation Engineer 3
RE: Special Permit Conditions, Five Year Permit, Soldier Canyon

Mine, Soldier Creek Coal Company, ACT/00//018, Carbon
County Utah

In a response sent to the Division dated April 3, 1987, and
received by the Division on April 6, 1987, the operator has
adequately addressed stipulation UMC 817.160-166-(1)-JRH. Comments
regarding the submittal are as follows:

UMC 817.160-166 Roads: Class II - JRH

Existing Environment and Applicant's Proposal

The operator has addressed this section of the regulation in
part 4.2 of the mining and reclamation plan. Revised pages of the
plan, which are dated April 3, 1987, have been received by the
Division and replaced in the plan.

The applicant states that the No. 1 exhaust fan, two ventilation
slopes, water tank, and access road are located directly northwest
of the main mine facilities as reference to Exhibit 4.1.1. These
facilities, including the access road, were constructed in 1975-1976
and are incorporated into the operator's existing mining and
reclamation plan.

Initial construction of the access road did not comply with the
regulations pertaining to the design and construction of of a Class
II road as specified in this section of the regulations. The
operator considers the access road to be adeguate for the following
reasons:

1. All runoff from the road is conveyed directly to the
central facilities sedimentation pond. This sedimentation
pond provides the best available runoff treatment to
prevent additional contributions of suspended solids to the
natural drainage.
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2. Adequate drainage and erosion controls have been
constructed and maintained by the Applicant (Section 4.2.8).

3. The horizontal and vertical alignment of the road has
provided acceptable access while minimizing the area
disturbed. Alternative alignments were very limited due to
the extreme rugged terrain of the area.

4, Road cuts and embankments constructed in 1975-1976 have
demonstrated adequate stability.

5. Final reclamaticn for the site has been addressed and
approved (see PAP, Part 5, Reclamation).

Compliance

The operator is considered to be in compliance with the
requirements of this section. The operator has taken into
consideration the performance requirements under Subchapter K of the
regulations. Due to the location and orientation of the road, the
Division concurs with the operator that modification to the road in
order to comply with the horizontal and vertical alignment
requirements of the regulations would require significant additional
surface disturbance. Figure 4.2-la indicates the orientation and
the location of the access road. Due to the tight canyon in which
the facilities are located, the existing configuration of the road
appears to be prudent with accepted design standards. Traffic on
the access road is limited to mine personnel only and is primarily
used for the inspection of the ventilation fan.

Drainage for the access road has been incorporated into the
disturbed area reporting to the sediment pond. This drainage
control and sediment control is more stringent than the standards
and requirements for these section of the regulations.

Road cuts and embankments of the access road are and have been
maintained by the operator to minimize erosion and prevent failure.
Minor slope failure that have occurred in the past along the road
have been dressed and so as to minimize further potential failure.

The operator is considered to be in compliance with the
requirements of this section and has sufficiently justified a
variance from the requirements of this section and has sufficiently
addressed the requirements of this stipulation.

cc: S. Linner
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