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United States Departmenr of the Interior
OFFICE OF SURFACE MINING

RECLAMATION AND ENFORCEMENT
BROOKS TOWERS
IO2O IsTH STREET

DENVER, COLORADO 80202

Noveuber 16, 1988

In Reply Refer To:

2j.4gvr

Mr. Ton PaLuso
Soldier Creek CoaI Conpany
P.0 .  3o r  I
Price, Utah 84501

Dear I{r. Paluso:

The Office of Surface Mining Reclanation and Enforrcenent (oSURE) tras
teruinated' effective irunediateLy, Sederal penmit UT-002r, issued on May 51,
1985' for Solclier Creek Coal Conpany's Soldier Canyon mine. The Federal
peruit was teminated in accorclance with 0SMRE's Directive on the Ternination
of Federal Pernits because the State has a cooperative agreenent that
delegates the per:nittine responsibllities on Federal lands to the State, and
utah Division of 0i1, Gas aad Minins (locu) has issued state pernit
ACI/AO7/OL8 for the SoLdier Canyon nine in accordance rith the Utah State
progran antl cooperative agreement

I have enclosed the nenoraadum tenninating the Fetleral pernit. Attachett to
the nenorandum are the applicable standard conditions of approval of the
Soldier Carqron nine nining plan approved by the Assistant Secretary on ilarrh
11, 1985, for Sedera1 leases U-5O722 and SL 05L279-O5r188. These conditions
were previously incorporatetl in the Federal pe::nit. Notwithstanding the
teruination of the Federal peruit, these conditiong remain in fu1l foree and
effect.

Utah D0GM is now the regulatory authority for surface coal nining and
reclanation operations on Ietleral lands at the Solclier Canyon mine under the
Utah State peruit ACT/007/018, the Utah State progr€m, and tlre cooperative
agreenent. Mining operatloas on Federal leases U-5O722 and SL, O5L279-O53].BB
nust be conductecl in accordance with the approved niaing plan inelucling the
standard conditions, the leases, the Mineral Leaeing Act of L92O, as amended.,
antl its inpleneating regulations, as well as the State peruit.

t!tu.0F lltL oAs& iltfilo



I f  you  have any  ques t ions ,  p lease contac t  R ichard  Ho lbrook  a t  ( jV)  544-1265g.

S ince rely ,

jfu*'"t't8;'"/*
RanVir Singh, Chief
Federal  Lands Branch

Enc losu res

cc :  D ianne N le lson ,  DOGM/
Robert Hagen, Albuquerque Field Off ice
Bureau of Land Management,  Utah State Off ice
Bureau of Land Management,  Moab Distr ict  0f f ice
Bureau of Land Management,  San Rafael Resource Area Off ice
B.  Mc0ue,  U.S.  F ish  and Wi ld l i fe  Serv ice
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lJnited States Departmenr of the Interior
OFFICE OF SURFACE MINING

RECLAMATION AND ENFORCEMENT
BROOKS TOWERS
IO2O IsTH STREET

DENVER, COLORADO 80202

Novenber 16, 19BB

Chief,  Federal  Prograns Divis ion

-6,p-"-y" -3;,,*E*Chief , Federa1-T,andst Branch

Richard Holbrook, Projeet Leader
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MEMORANDUM

rnn .

THROUGH:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

In Reply Refer To:

444L
TTT-nn23

Reconmendation to Tenninate Federal  permi
Soldier Creek Coal Conpany Soldier Canyon
Utah

VT-OO71 for the
Mine, Carbon County,

I . RecomnendatioJ

r reconrnend terrination of Federar pemit ur-C{]25, tssued on May J1,
1985' for the soldier creek coal conpany soldier canyon mine. Mv
reconmendation is based on the existence of the utah cooperat ive
agreenent which provides for the delegat ion to the Utatr  l iv is ion of
0i1, Gas and Mining (mCU) of the pennit t ing responsibi l i t ies for
operat ions on Federal  lands pursuant to Sect ion 523 of the Surface
Mining control  and Reclamation Act (sMcRA); the issuance of the utah
State perrnit ACI/oo7/o18 in accordance with the Utah State program and.
cooperative agreenent; incorporation of all neeessary tr'edera:- permi_t
condit ions in the state per:ni t ;  and the approved mining plan for
Federal  leases, U-5O722 and SL O1L279. 'O61188. Attached to this
nemorandum are the applicable stand.ard conditions of approval of the
soldier canyon nine nining plan approved by the .q,ssistant secretary on
March 1l' 1985' for Federal leases u-jo7z2 and sL 051279-065188.
These condit lons were previously incorporated in the Federal  permit .
Notwithstanding the teruinat ion of the Federal  perrni t ,  these
condit ions wi l l  remain in fu1l  force and effect.

utah DOGM hae reviewed the permlt application package (pnp) for the
soldier canyon nine under the utah state program and eooperat ive
agreement (to crn 944.70) and has issued. utah pennit ACTTool/orc
authorizing surface coal rnining and reclarnation operations on Fed.eral
and non-Fed'era1 lands in the pennit area pursuant to the State progrartr
and cooperative agreement. A copy of the bond in the amount of
f i522,592.oo, payable to the united states and the state of utah, is on
f i le with OSMRE.



This permit  terui-nat ion is categorical ly excluded from the Nat ional
Environmental  Pol icy Act (NEPA) process because the Federal  permit  and
nining plan approval were previously covered by the NEPA process ( i .e. ,
0SMRE's Environnental  Assesgnent and Finding of No Signif icant Impact
da ted  December  2 { ,  f984)

I I .  Background

The Soldier Canyon underground coal rni .ne is located in Carbon County,
Utah'  15 mi les northeast of Pr ice, Utah. The Utah State permit  area
contains approxi-mately 2L44 acres, approxinately 2108 acres of which are
leased tr 'ederal  coal in the nining plan area for Federal  leases U-5O722
and SL 05L279-065188.

The Soldier Canyon mine mining plan was or iginal ly approved under the
Federal  lands progran on March 11, 1985, and the mine was perui t ted by
OSIVIRE under the Federal lands progran and Utah State program on May 71,
1985. Since the or iginal  approval of  the nining p1an, there have been
no nining plan nodif icat ions.

OSIBE's Albuquerque Field Off ice was consulted on November 10, 1988 and
has indicated that no pending enforceuent act ions are associated with
the Federal  perni t  for the Soldier Canyon mine.

The Federal  pennit  contained no speeial  condit ions of approval.  The
standard conditions of the eristing rnlning plan approvaL are appended to
this neuorandum as Attachnent A.

I I I .  Approva l :

I  approve the teminat ion of Tederal  perui t  UT-0O25, issued on May J1, 1985,
for the Soldier Canyon nine. The appl icable standard condit ions of approval
of the nining pran approved by the Assistant secretary on March 11, 1985, are
appended to this pemit  terninat ion approval as Attachnent A.

Western Field Operat ions
Office of Surface Mining Reclanation and Enforeement



Attachnent A of Federal pernit IIT-0023 Termination, Novenber 19gg
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COI{DITIONS
OF

MINING PI.A}T APPROVAL

Ttris document contains the applicable conditions of approval of the Soldier
Canyon mine mining Plan approved on March 11, 1985, for reCeral coat leases
lJ-5O722 and SL 051279-063188. Soldier Creek Coal. Company is hereinafter
referred to as the lessee/operator.

Condit ion 1. statutes and Regulations.--The mining plan approval was made
pursuant to Federal coal leases v-5o722 and sL osl27g-o631gg;
the Mineral Leasing Act of t920, as amended (30 u.s.c. 1g1 et
seg.); and irr the case of acquired lands, the Mineral Leasing
Act for Acquired Lands of L947, as anended (30 u.s.c. 351 et
seq.). Ttre mining plan approvat is subject to alt applicable
regulations of the secretary of the rnterior including, uut
not limited to, 30 cFR ctrapter vrr and 43 crR Group 3+oo, and
to aLl regulations of the secretary of Energy, wtrich are now
or hereafter in force; and all such regulations are nade a
part hereof. The lessee/operator shall comply with the
provisions of the water pollut ion control Aat (33 u.s.c. 1151
e!  seg.) ,  the Clean Ai r  Act  Q+Z U.S.C.  74Ot et  seq.)  and
other applicable Federat 1aws.

Ttre current mining plan approved on March 11, 1995, covers
all or portions of Federat coal leases V-5O722 and SL
O5L279-O63188 as described below:

T .  13  S . R .11  E . s .  L .M.

Et/2,  EL/2 WLl2
N1/2 NE1/4,  NE1/4 NSr l /4 ,  SE1/4 NE1/4,  NE1/4 SEL/4

T .  13  S . R .  12E s .L .M.

Condit ion 2.

L2t
1 .3 :

Sec .  7 :
Sec .  8 :
Sec.  17z
Sec .  18 :

A11
wLl2
NWl/4
Lots 1 and 2 $Ll2 NW1/4) , ELlz NE1/4, t{$1/4 NE1/4,
El/2 NI.r1l4

shown on the map appended hereto as E:rtribit A.
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3. The lessee/operator shall conduct coal deveropment and mining
operations only as described in the complete permit
application package approved by the Utah Division of 0i1, Gas
and Mining, except as otherwise directed in the conditions of
the mining plan approval as contained herein.

4. The lessee/operator shall comply with the terms and
conditions of the leases and the approved mining p1an, and
the requirements of the Utah Permit nr:mber ACT/OO7 lO18 issued
under the Utah State program, approved pursuant to the
surface Mining control and Reclanation Act of 1977 (30 u.s.c.
1201  e t  seq . ) .

5. The mining plan approval shall be binding on any person
conducting coal development or mining operations under the
approved mining plan and shall renain in effect until
superseded, cancelled, or withdrawn.

6. The lessee/operator shall. a1low the authorized
representatives of the Secretary, dnd the Utah Division of
0i1, Gas and Mining, without advance notice or a search
warrant, upon presentation of appropriate credentials, and
without delay to:

a. Have the rights-of-entry provided for in 30 CFR 842.13,
43 CFR Group 3400, and IIMC/SI.IC 840.12 and 842.13; and

b. Be accompanied by private persons for the purpose of
conducting an inspection in accordance with 30 CFR
842.12 and IJI{C/SMC 842.12.- when the inspection is in
response to an alleged violation reported by the private
Person.

c'ndi'ii'n 7 
:i:::liihild::i::::ii:,:iti::fiir,::i:riiilir:,:
resources are not disturbed and shall notify Utah Division of
0i1, Gas and Mining and OSMRE. Ttre lessee/operator shall
take such necessary actions as are required by Utah Division
of 0i1, Gas and Mining in coordination with 0SMRE.
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