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June 12, 1989

l4r. Richard M. 01sen
Srunedco Coal Conpany
Sr-ridier Canyon lfine
F.0. Box I
Price, utah 8450r

subject: soldier c-an1'en Liine/wildlife Fritigation

Attention: Tom Paluso and Chris Allen

Dear Fick:

In regards to wildlife mili8alio-n associated with the soldier canyon coal

t"riner"the following is offeied for yotrr consiCeration.

The existing approved mine plan iOentified a pctential for loss of 22'2 actes

of critical vah:ed deer winter range. AJreacly c,o'rapleted corisEruction of

sewage lagoons anO long-term develSpnent p1an3-for-a waste-rock disposal area

accor:nt for this 
""t""E". 

Another 4.8 a"i.s of winter range.(this includes

1.5 acres of ripari"o t"fit"t) will be lost in association with the proposed

potential for 21 acres of damage to deer winter range.

Mitigation for tlrese w'inter range l-osses is expecteci. As you know, Utahrs

Division of OiI, C* & i"rining ,iA tn" Bureau of tanO manager'ent are tl''e

reguiatory agencies concerniig such nitigation. Based upol"i €xp€i:ience -nrith

rangeland enhancements, it - is or-r opinloi tkr,at three acres need to be irrproveci

for each 
"*" 

C*"g"J-io mitigate fbr 1o_ng-term (life of 1rine) forage losses

cn ceer w.inter;;;: 
-Thu;, 

51 
""tus 

of iange.land improvenent-neecis to be

"..oopri"n*. 
altf,o.rgh 1.5'acres of ripariai habitat-along soldier creek are

included in the ioial"toss for deer r,rinter range' at abandonment of the

f";iiilt [ri" Ooc- i*t rong area will nee<i to 6e reestablished as a riparian

hr,abitat.

The Division, in cooperation with the Eureau of Iand luianageuren!, titsh

Departrent of Tianspbrtation and Carbon Cottnty, is currently-plannmg-.a large

!!i;g" ;Ly""/j*iier chr,aining. This rangeland conversion lies on BIJui, as

well as State Una,'and is deslgned to inpiove {o1age 99ndilions on uule deer

*i"t.i range in t# Sol<iier fte& area Qblts-of Sec. 31,32 and 33, TL3.S,

R 12 E and parts-ot S".. 4, 5 and 6, T i4 S, R 12 E, Car'bon b.-W, Utah)'
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The rangelancis to be treated are an ortension of the w'inter forage use area
tirat the Mine will danage. They have potential to be enlarged to accormodate
the }iinets mitigation needs. The cooperativ.e project w'i1l be completed during
the fall season of 1989, and costs will be $60 per acre.

Rick, the Division has discussed the Mine's mitigation needs r,rith BLl"l and
m@,1. It is conctrred that economic participation by the In1ine resulting in an
extension of the aformntioned cooperative project by 81 acres would
adequately fulfill your nitigation requirements for lost deer w'inter range.
AdministrraLion of this large acreage chaining is being coordinated by the
Di.vision. If Sr:nedco Coal Cornpany (Soldier Canyon l"iine) is.interested in
participating to fulfill nitigation needs, a remittance of $4,860 to the
Division of l^[ldlife Resources is needed.

Thank you for your interest and concern relative to lJtahrs r,rilolife resource.

Sincerely,

'd*--'


