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Mr. Reid W. Olsen
Soldier Creek Coal ComPanY
Soldier Canyon iuiine
P.O. Box 1
Price, Utalr 84501

Attention: Tom Paluso and Chris Allen

Dear Rick:

fubject: Soldier Canyon Mine/Wildlife I''titigation

In regards to wildlife mir.igatign associated with the soldier cenycm coal

Miner"the follor,ring is offeieci for your consideration.

The existing apprcnzed nine plan identified a potential tor loss of 22.2 acres

oi-criticat"vaiieA deer winter range. Already conpleted construction of

..""g. lagoons and long-ter:m deve16prent plans -for a waste-rodr disposal ^atea
account for this a.i""E.. Another 4.2 ^"r"" of w'inter range- (ahi" includes

i.S 
""r." 

of ripaii"" f,"Uit"t) will be lost in association rnrith tte proposed

potential far 26.4 acres of darege to deer w'inter renge.

Mitigation for these wintel range l-osses is expected' As you knciur, U-tahrs

li-oi!i." of oil, C"" & Mining 
"ia 

ttt" Bureau of t-ana }ianagement are tlre

regulatory *g"o"i." conce:niig sucLr nitigation. Based uPol experience w'ith

,"iJ.ir"a"*i*o"*"ts, it is"or-r opinioi that three acres need to be inproved

for each 
""r" 

d4"ged io mitigate for long-tq:m (1ife of Mine) forage losses

on deer winter;;E". Thus, i9.2 ^"r"s oE lgngeland lsPrgvgnent needs to be

".."rpfirn"A. 
The"I.5 acrei of riparian habitat alorrg -Sol{ier Creek are

included in ttre total loss for deer w'inter range. At abandonment of the

f;;iiiry itti" ooo foor long area w'ill need to be reestablished as a riparian

habitat.

The Division, in cooperation w'ith the hrreau of Iand I'lanagement, Utah

Departnent oi Ttansptration and Carbon Co,rnty, is currently-planniog--"- large

=;;"g"-tinyon/jr:niirer chaining. Ttris rangeland conversion lies on Bll'1, qs

well Es but" tlia,'and is deslgned to impiove forage ggndflions on utrle deer

*irrt"r range in ft; Soldier Creelr area (gaqts of Sec. 31,32 and 33, Tl3.S,

R 12 E and parts oi G". 4, 5 and 6, T 14 S, R 12 E, Carbon Cotnrty, Utah) '
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The rangelands to be treated are an ectension of the winter forage use area

tfr"t *tE Mine will danqge. this project tlas g9lential to be enlarg"d -to
acconmodate tlre lri";i; ilitigation'tr.6d" ana witt be coryleted dr:ring the fu1l

season of 1989. Costs will anor:nt to $60 per acre'

Rick, the Division has discussed tlre Miners mitigation pe$9 with BLM and

m6r. It is concurred that economic participation by the Mine resultpg in an

extension of the aiorenentioned coopeiative project by 79'2 acres uould

"J"q""t"fy 
fulfill you mitigation reguireuentg for lost deer w'inter range'

Adninistration 
"i-tiri" 

large"acreage if,aining is being coordinated by the

Division. If Soldier Cred Coal C5mpany (Soldier Canyc,n Prine)^is interested

in participating to-Aritiff mitigatibn needs, a rernit-tance of V+r752 to the

Divisicn of Witatife Resotrces is needed.

Th€nk you for yorr interest and concern relative to lftatrrs wildlife resource'

Sincerely,

h
Ffovan


