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United States Department of the Interior
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

Moab Distr ict ,
Pr ice River Resource Area

900 North 700 East
Pr ice,  Utah 84501

Ms.  Sue  C.  L inner
Permit  Supervi  sor
D iv is ion  o f  0 i1 ,  Gas  and  Min ing
355 Hest North Templ e
3  Tr iad  Center ,  Su i te  350
Sa l t  Lake C i ty ,  U tah  84 . |80- l203

RE:  New Sur face  Fac i l i t ies ,  So ld ie r  Creek  Coa l  Company,  So ld ie r  Canyon Mine,
ACT/007/018-89 (B),  Folder #2 Carbon County,  Utah

The So' ld ier  Creek Coal Company's proposal  for  a PAP anrendment to expand i ts
surface faci l ' i t ies has been reviewed by th is of f ice.  I t  is  recommended that
the fol lowing st ipulat ions be rnade for your approval  to the proposed p1an.

Sec.  l5  SPECIAL STIPULATI0NS -

The fol lowing st ipu' lat ions made part  of  th is lease may be waived or amended
wi th  the  rnu tua l  consent  o f  the  lessor  and lessee.

l .  In  accordance w i th  Sec .  523(b)  o f  the  "sur face  Min ing  Cont ro l  and
Reclamat ion Act of  1977,"  surface mining and reclamat ion operat ions conducted
on this lease are to conform with the requirements of  th is act  and are subject
to  compl iance w i th  0 f f i ce  o f  Sur face  Min ing  regu ' la t ions ,  o r  as  app l i cab le ,  a
Utah program equfvalent approved under cooperat ive agreement in accordance
with Sec. 523(c).  The United States Government does not warrant that  the
ent i re  t rac t  w i l l  be  suscept ib le  to  min ing .

2.  The permit t ing of  any mining operat ions on the lease wi l l  be subject  to
the possible designat ion of  any port ion of  the lease as unsui table for  sorne or
al l  k inds of  surface mining under the regulat ions of  the Department under the
Surface Mining Control  and Reclamat ion Act of  1977 (SMCRA) in ef fect  at  the

3. Before undertaking act ' iv i t ies that  may disturb the surface of  previously
undisturbed leased lands, the lessee may be required to conduct a cul tural
resource inventory of  the areas to be disturbed. These studies shal l  be
conducted  by  a  qua i i f ied ,  p ro fess ' iona1,  cu l tu ra l  resource  spec ia l i s t  and a
report  prepared i terniz ing the f indings. A p ' lan wi l l  then be submit ted making
recommendat ions for the protect ion of ,  or  measures to be taken to mit igate
impacts  fo r  iden t i f ied  cu l tu ra l  resources .

ffiryw



?

I f  s ' ign i f i can t  cu l tu ra l  nesources  are  d iscovered dur ing  opera t ions  under  th is
lease, the lessee sha' l l  i rmediately br ing them to the at tent ion of  the
author ized  o f f i cer  who sha l l  eva lua te ,  o r  have eva lua ted ,  such d iscover ies
and, wi th ' in 5 working days, shal l  not i fy the lessee what act ion shal l  be taken
wi th  respec t  to  such d iscover ies .

The cost of  conduct ing the inventory,  prepar ing reportso and carry ing out
necessary protect ive mit igat ing measures shal l  be borne by the lessee.

4.  Before undertaking act iv i t ies that  may disturb the surfEce of  previously
undisturbed leased lands, the lessee may be required to conduct a pa' leontolog-
ical  appraisa' l  of  the areas to be disturbed. The appraisal  shal l  be conducted
by  qua l i f ied  pa ' leonto log is ts  and a  nepor t  p repared i temiz ing  the  f ind ings .  A
plan wi l l  then be subnr i t ted making recommendat ions for the protect ion of ,  or
measures to be taken to mit igate impacts for  ident i f ied paleontological
res0urces .

I f  pa leonto log ica l  remains  ( foss i l s )  o f  s ign i f i can t  sc ien t i f i c  in te res t  a re
di  scovered dur i  ng operat i  ons under th i  s I  ease, the I  essee shal ' l  immedi ate ' ly
brfng them to the at tent ion of  the author ized of f icer who shal l  evaluate,  or
have eva lua ted ,  such d iscover ies  and,  w i th in  5  work ing  days ,  sha l ' l  no t i f y  the
lessee what act ion shal l  be taken with respect to such discover ies.
Pa jeonto log ica l  remains  o f  s ign i f i can t  sc ien t i f i c  in te res t  do  no t  inc lude
leaves, ferns,  or  d inosaur t racks comrnonly encountered dur ing underground
min ing  opera t ions .

The cost.  of  conduct ing the inventory,  prepar ing reports,  and carry ing out
necessary protect ive mit igat ing measures shal l  be borne by the lessee. The
cos t  o f  sa lvage o f  pa leonto log ica l  remains  ( foss i l s )  sha l l  be  borne by  the
Uni ted  Sta tes .

5.  I f  there is reason to bel ieve that threatened or endangered (T&E) species
of p ' lants,  animals,  or  migratory species of  h igh federal  interest  occur in the
area,  the  lessee sha l l  be  requ i red  to  conduct  an  in tens ive  f ie ld  inventory  o f
the area to be disturbed and/or i rnpacted. A l is t ing of  migratory birds of
high federal  interest  in federal  coa' l  producing regions is publ ished by the_
F i ih  and ln | i ld l i fe  Serv ice ,  Migra tory  B i rd  Management  0 f f i ce ,  l ' |ash ing ton ,  D.C.
The inventory shal l  be conducted by a qual i f ied special ist  and a report  of
f i ndi ngs wi' l 

' l  
be prepared. A p1 an wi 1 1 be prepared nraki ng recommendati ons for

the pr6tect ion of  these species or act ion necessary to mit igate the disturb-
ance.

The cost of  conduct ing the inventory,  prepar ing reports,  and carry ing out
necessary protect ive mit igat ing measures shal l  be borne by the lessee.

6.  The lessee shal l  be required to perform a study to secure adequate
basel ine data to quant i fy the exist ing surface resources on and adjacent to
the lease area. Exist ing data may be"used i f  such data is adequate for  the
intended purposes. The i tuOy shal t  be adequate to locate,  quant i fy,  and
demonstrate tne interrelat ionship of  the geology, topography, surface
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hydro logy ,  vegeta t ion ,  and w i ld l i fe .  Base l r lne  da ta  w i l l  be  es tab l i shed so
that future programs of  observat ion can be fncorporated at  regular intervals
for comparison.

7 .  Power l ines  on  the  lease area  used in  con junc t ion  w i th  the  min ing  o f  coa l
f rom this lease shal l  be constructed so as to provide adequate protect ion for
rap tors  and o ther  la rge  b i rds .  When feas ib ' le ,  power l ines  w i l l  be  loca ted  a t
leas t  100 yards  f rom pub l ic  roads .

8.  The lessee shal l  provide for the suppression and control  of  fugi t ive dust
on  hau l  roads  and a t  coa l -hand l ing  and s to rage fac i l i t i es  on  the ' lease area .
The migrat ion of  road surfacing and subsurface mater ia ls into streams and
water courses shal l  be prevented.

9 .  The lessee sha l l  be  requ i red  to  es tab l i sh  a  mon i to r ing  sys tem to  loca te ,
measure,  and quant i fy the progressive and f inal  ef fects of  underground mining
act iv i t ies on the topographic surface, underground and surface hydro' logy and
vegeta t ion .  The mon i to r ing  sys tem sha l l  u t i l i ze  techn iques  wh ich  w i l l  p rov ide
a cont inuing record of  changeover t i rne and an analyt ical  rnethod for locat ion
and measurement of  a number of  points over the lease area. The monitor ing
sha l l  incorpora te  and be  an  ex tens ion  o f  the  base l ine  da ta .
. |0 .  

Except  a t  spec i f i ca l l y  approved 
' loca t ions ,  

underground min ing  opera t ions
shal l  be conducted in such a manner so as to prevent surface subsidence that
wou ld :  l )  cause the  c rea t ion  o f  hazardous  cond i t fons ,  such as  po ten t ia l
escarpment  fa i lu re  and lands l ides ,  2 )  cause damage to  ex is t ing  sur face
structures,  and 3) damage or al ter  the f low of  perennial  streams.

1. | .  In order to avoid surface disturbance on steep canyon slopes and to
sat isfy the need for surface access, a1' l  surface breakouts for  vent i lat ion
tunne ls  sha l l  be  cons t ruc ted  f rom ins ide  the  mine ,  except  a t  spec i f i ca l l y
approved loca t ions .

12 .  Suppor t  fac i l i t i eso  s t ruc tu res ,  equ ip rnent ,  and s imi la r  deve loprnents  w i l l
be removed from the lease area within 2 years af ter  the f inal  terminat ion of
use  o f  such fac i l i t i es .  Th is  p rov is ion  sha l ' l  app ly  un less  the  requ i rement  o f
Sec t ion  l0  o f  the  lease fo rm is  app ' l i cab le .  D is tu rbed areas  and those areas
occup ied  by  such fac i l i t i es  w i l l  be  s tab i l i zed  and rehab i l i ta ted ,  d ra inages
rees tabJ ished,  and the  areas  re tu rned to  a  p remin ing  land use.
. |3.  The lessee shal l  conduct a c learance for Hedysarum occidentals var
canone ,  a  sens i t i ve  p lan t  under  rev iew fo r  poss ib le  T&E ' l i s t i ng .  I f  a
popu la t ion  is  found the  lessee sha l l  avo id  o r  m ' i t iga te  impacts  by
t ransp lan t ing  or  seed ing  ad jacent  a reas .  Shou ld  requ i re  mi t iga t ion  o ! "  seed ing
ad jacent  su i tab le  a reas .

14. The proposed 600 foot culvert  wi l l  i rnpact approx' imately 1 l /2 acres of
r ipar ian  hab i ta t  cons is t ing  o f  co t tonwood and w i l lows.  The Utah BLM Ripar ian
Po l icy  requ i res  i rnpac ts  to  r ipar ian  hab i ta t  be  fu11y  rn i t iga ted .  The on ly
opporun i ty  fo r  mi t iga t ion  in  th is  case is  r ipar ian  hab i ta t  enhancement
of fs ' i te.  An of fs i te mit igat ion project  wi l l  be developed by BLM in
coord' inat ion wi th Soldier Creek to address impacts to r ipar ian habi tat .
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.15 .  
So ld ie r  Creek  Mine  sur face  fac i ' l i t i es  expans ion  l i es  w i th in  a  1 /2  m i le

buffer zone of  two golden eag' le nests,  Sl- l78 and 8l- . l7C. These nests are
' located on the oppoi i te s ' ide of  the r idge and out of  l ine-of-s ight  f rom a1i
proposed construt t ion.  For th is reason use of  surf ,ace explosives is the on1y.
iOei ' r t i f ied potent ia l  impact.  In order to avoid inrpact ing. these nests al ' l  work
wi th  exp los ives  must  be 'done ou ts ide  o f  the  nes t ing  per iod ,  February . l  to  Ju ly
. ;5.  Th' is restr ict ion wi l l  not  appiy i f  the nests are determined to be
i  nact i  ve.

16 .  S ince  the  sur face  fac i l i t y  expans ion  is  ad iacent  to  the  ex is t ing
fac i l i t ies  and s imi la r ,  a l though somewhat  la rger  in  sca ' le ,  to  ex is t ing
operat ions,  the requirement fo i  a raptor survey is waved. I t  is  pgjnted out
a i  tn is  t ime i f  fu tu re  mine  deve lopmbnt  inc ludes ' long wa l l  m in ing  tha t  a
raptor survey and monitor ing would be required for the ent i re permit  area to
address  inc reased r i sks  o f -subs idence a l iO c t i f f  fa i lu re  assoc ia ted  w i th  tha t
min ing  method.

17. The Bureau acknowledges the rni t igat ion commit tment Soldier Creek has made
for  mu le  deer  w in ten  and i r i t i ca l  ran le .  Th is  commi t tment ,  So ld ie r  Creek 's
cont r ibu t ion  toward  the  F ish  Creek  PJ-cha in ing ,  sa t is f ies  BL!4 's  rn i t iga t ion
requirement for  a l l  surface disturbance completed to date or proposed under
the  mine  p lan  mod i f i ca t ion .

Thank you for the cooperat ion on working on this proj-ect .  I f .ygu have any
concerns  on  these s t ipu la t ions ,  p ' lease contac t  John Mi ley  a t  th is  o f f i ce .

S incere ly  yours ,

,fua#
Area Manager
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