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Mr.  Re id  }J .  0 l sen
So ld ie r  Creek  Coa l  Company
Sold je r  Canyon Mine
P.0 .  Box  I
Pr ice ,  UT 84501

Attn:  Tom Pal uso

Dear  R ick :

The  D jv is ion  i s  in  rece ip t  o f  your  check  (No .  18015)  fo r  $4 ,752  tha t  se rves  as
to ta l  w j ld l ' i fe /hab i ta t  m ' i t ' i ga t ion  fo r  min ing  pro jec ts  ' iden t  j f ied  jn  my June
15,  1989 cor respondence.  As  you know,  th is  p ro jec t  has  been fu l l y  d iscussed
wi th  the  Bureau o f  Land Management ,  as  we l l  as  the  D ' i v is ion  o f  0 i1 ,  Gas and
Min ing .  Bo th  concur  on  the  impac ts  and  mi t iga t ion .  I  w i l l  p rov ' ide  a  copy  o f
th is  cor respondence to  bo th  agenc ies  as  no t jce  tha t  So ld ' ie r  Creek  Coa l
Company's wi  I  d l  i  fe/habi  tat  requi  rements have been ful  f i  I  I  ed.

The p inyon, / jun iper  range land convers jon ,  o f  wh ich  79 .2  acres  w i l l  be  t rea ted
on beha l f  o f  the  company,  w ' i ' l l  occur  th ' i s  fa1 l .

R ick ,  I  want  to  ex tend a  spec ia l  " thank  you"  to  So" ld je r  Creek  Coa l  Company
f rom the  D i  v i  s ' ion .  The o ther  coopera tors  ' in  th ' i s  p ro jec t  (Bureau o f  Land
Management ,  U tah  Depar tment  o f  T ranspor ta t ion ,  Utah  D iv js jon  o f  S ta te  Lands
and  Fores t ry ,  U tah  D iv is ion  o f  0 i l ,  Gas  &  Mjn ing ,  as  we l l  as  Carbon  County )
are  each apprec ia t i ve  o f  the  Company 's  par t i c ' ipa t ' ion .  There  js  no  doubt  tha t
U tah 's  w i ld l i f e  resource ,  par t i cu ]a r1y  the  mu le  deer  herd ,  w j l l  bene f i t  f rom
r ' l l  n f  r r c  n n n ' l  i nq , ,  v ,  q J  p v v , , , , g  c u f  i e s o u r c e s  t o  a c c o m p l i s h  t h i s  p r o j e c t , .

S i  ncere l  y ,

DEPARTMENT OF NATURAI RESOURCES
DIWSION OF WLDLIFE RESOLTRCES

1596 Wesl No(n Temole

Sat  Lake Cr ty .  U tah  841 16  3195

801 533-9333
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.i:ne 15, 1989

It. Reid W. Olsen
Soldier Creek Coal Company
Soldie Canyorn Mine
P.O. Box I
Price, Utah 84501

Aitention: Tom Pal-uso and Grris Aliqr

Dea Ricl<:

Subject: Soldier Canyon ltfine/Wildlife Mitigation

In regards to wildlife mitigaticrn associated with the Soldier Canycrn Coal
luline, tlre following is offereci for your consideration.

The existing approved rnine plan idsrtified a potential for loss of 22.2 acres
of critical valued deer w'inter range. Already coryleted construction of
sewage lagoons and long-tero development plans for a waste-rodc disposal area
accor-nt for this acreage. Another 4.2 acres of winter range (this includes
1.5 acres of riparisr hebitat) will be lost in association w'ith the pnoposed
potential for 26.4 asres of danage to deer winter range.

Mitigaticrn for these w'inter range losses is expected. As you know, Utahf s
Diwision of OiI, C,as & Mining and the h:reau of Iand Managenent are the
regulatory agencies concerning sudr rnitigation. Based upon experience wittr
rangeland enLmncenents, it is otr opi.nion tLrat tlrree acres need to be improved
for each acre damaged to nitigate for long-term (life of Mine) forage losses
on deer winter range. Thus, 79.2 acres of rangeland i-uproverent needs to be
acconplished. The i.5 acres of riparian ilabitat aiong Soldier Creeic are
included in the total loss for deer w'inter range. At abandonmsrt of tLre
facility this 600 foot long area will need to be reestablished as a riparian
habitat.

The D'ivision, in cooperation with the &:reau of land }hnagenent, Utah
Department of T?ansportation and Carbon Cor.:nty, is ctrrrently planniog a large
acreage pilyon/jtu'riper chaining. this rangeland cornzersion lies on BLM, as
well as State land, and is designed to improve forage conditions on mule deer
w'inter range in the Soldier Creek area (parts of Sec. 31, 32 and 33, Tl3 S,
R 12 E and parts of Sec. 4, 5 and 6, TL4 S, R 12 E, Carbon County, Utah).
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Taanfr' you for your interest and concern relat

Sincerelyt

E.

TinothY R' Prormrt

DLrector


