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TO: Susan Linner, Permit Supervisor
FROM: Lynn Kunzler, Reclamation Biologist Z%7v‘)?zj
RE:

Summary:
The initial mid-permit term review has been completed for the
referenced mine for biological resources, land use and cllmatologlcal

information. Several areas of the MRP need minor revision to reflect
current conditions and best technology currently available.

Analysis:
UMC 783.18 Climatological Information — LK

Various references in the MRP to total annual precipitation
are in conflict. Page 3-68 reports 10', page 3-72 reports 16", the
soils descriptions report 14 to 20'". The vegetation present at the
central facilities area would indicate at least 14 inches. Please
correct the conflicting data.

UMC 783.19 Vegetation Information - LXK

Page 3-163 states that the reason for not collecting baseline
data (vegetation data from existing disturbed areas) is that there is
no intent to expand. This statement is in conflict with the proposed
new portals. The justification for not collecting baseline data is
that the area is existing disturbance and comparisons of data with
proposed reference area data are not valid. Please correct the
discrepancy.

UMC 783.20 Fish and Wildlife Information - LK

The section discussing raptor protection on powerlines should
include a reference to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service survey
report (dated October 9 1981) which states powerlines are '"safe'". A
copy of the report should be included in the MRP.
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UMC 783.22 Land Use Information — LK

The MRP (land use section) needs to include information
regarding past mining as required by part b of this regulation.

UMC 784.13 Reclamation Plan: General Requirements - IK

(b)(5) Exhibit 5.4-1 does not show the locations of where the
various seed mixes (riparian) or major revegetation treatments will
be implemented. A map or other suitable description which identifies
these areas needs to be provided.

(b)(5)(ii) Atriplex canescens (4-wing saltbush) and
Sphaeralcea coccinea (Globemallow) are apparently inappropriate for
the central facilities area and the riparian area and should be
substituted with appropriate species (these species have not been
successful in field trials). It is recommended that 4-wing saltbush
be replaced with Ceretoides lanata (Winterfat) at the same rate, and
that globemallow be replaced with Melilotus officinalis (Yellow
sweetclover) and Osmorhiza occidentalis (Sweet anise) on the riparian
area seed mix (each at a rate of 1.0 1b. per ac. PLS) and Aster
glaucodes (Blueleaf aster) and Penstemon strictus (Rocky Mountain
penstemon) on the central facilities area seed mix (each at a rate of
0.5 1bs. per ac. PLS).

(b)(5)(iii) It is recommended that broadcast seeding be done
before the area is cat-walked (see page 5-55). This would help cover
the seeds. Also, to aid vegetation establishment, all areas should
be left in a very roughened condition.

(b)(5)(iv) Mulching material with a pH lower that 6.0 could
potentially impact vegetation establishment. Page 5-45 indicates
mulch with a pH greater than 3.5 could be used. This should be
revised.

(b)(5)(vi) Page 5-62 should reference section 5.6.12 of the
MRP to resolve conflicting monitoring plans.

Page 5-61 requests a variance to establishing the 90% of
reference area shrub density on reclaimed areas. Before this
variance can be granted, the operator must provide adequate
documentation (and/or data) to justify the variance and provide an
alternate density standard (demonstrate the reduced rate would
improve wildlife habitat, enhance (improve) the postmining land use,
etc.).
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UMC 784.13(b)(5)(vi) cont.

On page 5-70c, the description of the method to be used for
determining cover by species is in error. When using a pin-frame for
determining plant cover, cover by species includes the first
interception of the pin as well as all subsequent hits as the pin is
lowered through the vegetation canopy (this can and often does add to
more than 100%). Total cover considered only the first interception
of vegetation and when added to values for rock, litter and bare
ground total 100%. Please revise.

UMC 784.21 Fish and Wildlife Plan - LK

Page 4-74 states that '"the applicant reserves the right
to amend the fish and wildlife plan, since 30 CFR and UMC 784.21 are
presently suspended'". The Division does not question the applicant's
right to amend plans, However, the statement regarding the status of
these regulations should be deleted from the MRP since 30 CFR 784.21
was revised and re-instated as a final rule on December 11, 1987 (see
Federal Register for that date) and UMC 784.21 has not been suspended.

Recommendations:

While the above comments are not considered major problems,
the operator should make the necessary revisions to 'clean up' the
MRP during the mid-permit term review process.

cec: J. Leatherwood
BT3013/6-8



