
March  24 ,  1989

TO:

FROM:

RE:

e-t
-  1 , / '

Susan L inner ,  Permi t  Superv iso r

Lynn Kunz le r ,  Rec lamat ion  B io log is t  / ^ -  K

Sunmary:

The in i t ia l  m id-permi t  te rm rev iew has  been comple ted  fo r  the
re fe renced  mine  fo r  b io log ica l  resources ,  land  use  and  

-  
c l ima to log ica l

in fo rmat ion .  Severa l  a reas  o f  the  MRP need minor  rev is ion  to  re i lec t
cur ren t  cond i t ions  and bes t  techno logy  cur ren t ly  ava iLab le .

Analys i s :

UMC 783.18  C l i rna to log ica l  In fo rmat ion  -  LK

Var ious  re fe rences  in  the  MRP to  to ta l  annua l  p rec ip i ta t ion
are  in  con f l i c t .  Page  3 -68  repor ts  10" ,  page  3 -72  repor ts -16" ,  the
so i l -s  descr ip t ions  repor t  L4  to  20" .  The vegeta t ion  present  a t  the
cen t raL  fac i l i t i es  a rea  wou ld  ind ica te  a t  l eas t  L4  inches .  P lease
cor rec t  the  con f l i c t i ng  da ta .

I }HC 783.19  Vegeta t ion  In fo rmat ion  -  LK

Page 3-163 s ta tes  tha t  the  reason fo r  no t  co l lec t ing  base l ine
da ta  (vege ta t ion  da ta  f rom ex is t ing  d is tu rbed  a reas)  i s  tha t  the re  i s
no  in ten t  to  expand.  Th is  s ta tement  i s  in  conf l i c t  w i th  the  proposed
new por ta l -s .  The  jus t i f i ca t ion  fo r  no t  co l lec t ing  base l ine  da ta  i s
tha t  the  area  is  ex is t ing  d is tu rbance and compar isons  o f  da ta  w i th
p roposed  re fe rence  a rea  da ta  a re  no t  va1 id .  P l -ease  cor rec t  the
d isc repancy .

I IMC 783.20  F ish  and Wi ld l i fe  In fo rmat ion  -  LK

The sec t ion  d iscuss ing  rap to r  p ro tec t ion  on  power l ines  shou ld
inc lude  a  re fe rence  to  the  U .  S .  F ish  and  Wi ld l i fe  Serv ice  su rvey
repor t  (da ted  Oc tober  9  1981)  wh ich  s ta tes  power l ines  a re  "sa fe " .  A
copy  o f  the  repor t  shouLd be  inc luded in  the  MRP.
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I IHC 783 .22 Land Use Inf  ormat ion -  LK

The MRP (Land use sec t ion)  needs  to  inc lude in fo rmat ion
regard ing  pas t  m in ing  as  requ i red  by  par t  b  o f  th i s  regu la t ion .

I IMC 784.13  Rec lamat ion  P lan :  Genera l  Regu i rements  -  LK

(b ) (5 )  Exh ib i t  5 .4 -1  does  no t  show the  loca t ions  o f  where  the
var ious  seed  mixes  ( r ipa r ian )  o r  ma jo r  revege ta t ion  t rea tments  w i l l
be  imp lemented .  A  map o r  o ther  su i tab le  descr ip t ion  wh ich  iden t i f i es
these  a reas  needs  to  be  p rov ided .

(b ) (5 ) ( i i )  A t r ip lex  _c_anes_qens.  (4 -w ing  sa l tbush)  and
Sphaera lcea cocc inea (G1obema11ow)  are  apparent ly  inappropr ia te  fo r
the  cent ra l  fac i l i t i es  a rea  and the  r ipar ian  area  and shou ld  be
subs t i tu ted  w i th  appropr ia te  spec ies  ( these  spec ies  have  no t  been
success fu i -  i n  f i e ld  t r i a l s ) .  I t  i s  recommended tha t  4 -w ing  sa l tbush
be  rep laced  w i th  Cere to ides  lana ta  ( t l i n te r fa t )  a t  the  same ra te ,  and
tha t  g lobemal low be rep laced w i th  MeL i lo tus  o f f i c ina l i s  (Ye11ow
sweetc lover )  and 0smorh iza  -qee id€n_te l j s  (Sweet  an ise)  on  the  r ipar ian
area  seed  mix  (each  a t  a  ra te  o f  1 .0  1b .  per  ac .  PLS)  and  As te r
gfaue-ad-eg (B1ue1eaf aster)  and Penstemon str ictus (Rocky Mountain
pens temon)  on  the  cen t ra l  fac i l i t i es  a rea  seed  mix  (each  a t  a  ra te  o f
0 .5  1bs .  per  ac .  PLS) .

(b ) (5 ) ( i i i )  I t  i s  recommended tha t  b roadcas t  seed ing  be  done
be fo re  the  a rea  i s  ca t -wa lked  (see  page  5 -55) .  Th is  wou ld  he lp  cover
the  seeds .  A lso ,  to  a id  vege ta t ion  es tab l i shment ,  a l l  a reas  shou ld
be le f t  in  a  very  roughened cond i t ion .

(b ) (5 ) ( i v )  Mu lch ing  mate r ia l -  w i th  a  pH lower  tha t  6 .0  cou ld
poten t ia l l y  impact  vegeta t ion  es tab l i shment .  Page 5-45  ind ica tes
mu lch  w i th  a  pH g rea te r  than  3 .5  cou ld  be  used .  Th is  shouLd  be
rev i  sed  .

(b ) (5 ) (v i )  Page  5 -62  shou ld  re fe rence  sec t ion  5 .6 . I2  o f  the
MRP to  reso lve  conf l i c t ing  mon i to r ing  p1ans.

Page 5-61  requests  a  var iance to  es tab l i sh ing  the  90% ot
re fe rence  a rea  shrub  dens i t y  on  rec la imed.a reas .  Be fo re  th i s
var iance  can  be  g ran ted ,  the  opera to r  mus t  p rov ide  adequa te
documenta t ion  (and /o r  da ta )  to  jus t i f y  the  va r iance  and  p rov ide  an
a l te rna te  dens i ty  s tandard  (demonst ra te  the  reduced ra te  wou ld
i rnprove w i ld l i fe  hab i ta t ,  enhance ( improve)  t t re  pos tmin ing  land use,
e tc .  )  .
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UMC 784 .  f3  (b r  (5  )  ( v i  )  con t  .

On  page  5 -70c ,  the  descr ip t ion  o f  the  ne thod  to  be  used  fo r
de te r rn in ing  cover  by  spec ies  i s  in  e r ro r .  When us ing  a  p ln - i i " to . - to t
de termin ing  p lan t  cover ,  cover  by  spec ies  inc ludes  t f ie  f j r s t
in te rcep t ion  o f  the  p in  as  we l l  as  l f f  subsequen t  h i t s  as  the  p in  i s
lowered th lough the  vegeta t ion  canopy ( th is  can and o f ten  does 'add to
more  than 1007" ) .  To ta l  cover  cons id -ered  on ly  the  f  i r s t  in ie r iep i io r t
o f  vegeta t ion  and when added to  va lues  fo r  rbck ,  l i t te r  and barE
ground  to ta l  1007" .  P lease  rev ise .

Vy IC 784.2L  F ish  and Wi ld l i fe  P lan  -  T ,K

Ptg"  4 -74  s ta tes  tha t  " the  app l ican t  reserves  the  r igh t
to  amend the  f i sh  and w i ld l i fe  p1an,  s ince  30  CFR and I IMC 7g4.ZL-are
pTeFent l y  suspended" .  The  D iv is ion  does  no t  ques t ion  the  app l i can t ' s
r ight  to amend plans ,  However,  the statement iegarding the 

-s latus 
of

these regu la t ions  shou ld  be  de le ted  f rom the  MRF s ince  30  CFR 7g4.21
was rev ised and re - ins ta ted  as  a  f ina l  ru le  on  December  11 ,  L }BT (see
FederaL Reg is te r  fo r  tha t  da te)  and I IMC 784.2L  has  no t  been suspended.

Recommendat ions :

Whi le  the  above comments  a re  no t  cons idered major  p rob lems,
the  opera to r  shou ld  make  the  necesgary  rev is ions  to  ' i 1ea i  up '  th ;
MRP dur ing  the  m id -permi t  te rm rev iew p rocess .

cc :  J .  Lea therwood
8T3013 I  6 -8


