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v) DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES
DIVISION OF OIL, GAS AND MINING

Norman H. Bangerter
Governor

355 West North Temple
Executive Director 3 Triad Center, Suite 350
Dianne R. Nielson, Ph.D. Salt Lake City, Utah 84180-1203

Division Director 801-538-5340 I “SPECT ION REPORT

Dee C. Hansen

INSPECTION DATE & TIME: November 2@, 1989
9:30 a.m. - _3:15 p.m.

Permittee and/or Operators Name: SOLDIER CREEK COAL_COMPANY

Business Address: P.0. BOX 1 PRICE, UTAH_ 84501

Mine Name: SOLDIER CANYON MINE Permit Humber: ACT/007/018
Type of Mining Activity: Underground__XX_Surface Other
County: CARBON State: UTAH

Company Official{(s): DAVE_SPILLMAN
State Official(s): DARON_HADDOCK

Partial: _______ Complete: __ X ____ Date of Last Inspection:__October 11, 1989
Weather Conditions: SUNNY, WARM
Acreage: Permittedggg§;;§Disturbed_;ggggRegraded ______ Seeded______ Bonded_36. 4_

Enforcement Action: NOV_N89-28-11-1_ _ISSUED

COMPLIANCE WITH PERMITS AND PERFORMANCE STANDARDS

i, __PERMITS (X)) L)) (LX)
2. ___SIGNS_AND MARKERS LX) (24 (.2
3. __TOPSOIL LX) ¢ () ()
4. __HYDROLOGIC_ BALANCE:
a. STREAM_CHANNEL DIVERSIONS (X)) €L ) ( X))
b. _DIVERSIONS (X)) ¢ )¢ _ ) ()
c. _SEDIMENT PONDS_AND_IMPOUNDMENTS (X)) ¢ )¢ ) (X )
d. OTHER SEDIMENT CONTROL MEASURES (X)) ¢ )¢ ) (X )
e. _SURFACE_AND GROUNDWATER_MONITORING (X ) ¢ )t ) { X )

£. _EFFLUENT LIMITATIONS (X ) ¢ ) ¢ ) { X))

5. EXPLOSIVES (X)) () ) (X))
6.  DISPOSAL OF DEVELOPMENT WASTE AND SPOIL_ ¢ X ) ( _ ) L _) ()
7. COAL_PROCESSING WASTE (X () ) ()
8. ___NONCOAL WASTE LX) ¢ )L ) LX)
9,  PROTECTION OF FISH, WILDLIFE_AND
RELATED ENVIRONMENTAL_VALUES (X)) € )4 ) ()
10, __SLIDES_AND_OTHER DAMAGE () () ¢LX) L —i
11. _CONTEMPORANEQOUS RECLAMATION £X ) ()L ) £ X))
12, BACKFILLING_AND_GRADING CX ) )¢ ) ()
13. REVEGETATION (X)) to_ ) ) )
14, SUBSIDENCE_CONTROL (XD ()6 ) LX)
15, CESSATION OF OPERATIONS ¢ ) ) (X)) ()
16. _ROADS
a. CONSTRUCTION ) Xy ) ( X))
b. DRAINAGE_CONTROLS (X () ) C_ )
c. SURFACING (X)) C ) ) « )
d.____MAINTENANCE (X () L)
17. _ OTHER TRANSPORTATION FACILITIES (X)) ()¢ ) ()

i8, SUPPORT_FACILITIES
UTILITY INSTALLATIONS (X ) « ) ( ) (_K.)

an equal opportunity employer
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INSPECTION REPORT
(continuation sheet) Page _2 of _4

PERMIT NUMBER: _ACT/007/018 DATE OF INSPECTION _November_ 20, 1989

(Comments are Numbered to_Correspond with Topics_Listed_Above)

1. PERMITS:

A revised permit was issued to Soldier Creek Coal Company on August 8,
1989, wvhich includes nev state Lease-ML-44365. The expiration date of the
permit is still the original date of February 3, 1992.

The operator has been constructing new surface facilities. Included in
the facilities is a stream culvert, new portals, and a storage silo area.
Approval for the new facilities was granted on October 13, 1989.

A revision to the reclamation bond was required for the new facilities and
on September 8, 1989, a rider amended the bonded acreage from 32.2 acres to
36.4 acres.

4a. STREAM_CHANNEL DIVERSIONS:

As part of the new facilities, Soldier Creek is being culverted.
Installation of the large multi-plate culvert is progressing well and is
nearing completion. The stream has been temporarily diverted through a
by-pass culvert system to allowv for the construction in a relatively dry
stream bed.

4c. SEDIMENT PONDS_AND IMPOUNDMENTS:

The mine sediment pond as vell as the sewage lagoons have been inspected
quarterly. The last inspection vas done on August 25, 1989. No problems were
noted.

4d. OTHER_SEDIMENT_ CONTROL_MEASURES:

o e R S T e s TS . e e I S T G D S e . SR o . ey R S e e s v

Strav bales have been used in various locations to control sediment runoff
during the construction of the new facilities. The operator is committed to
maintain these control measures until the installation of more permanent
structures is completed.

4e. SURFACE_AND GROUNDWATER MONITORING:

Third quarter vater monitoring results were reviewed. Everything appears
to be complete and in order. A copy of the results was sent to the Division
office on November 14th.

4f. EFFLUENT LIMITATIONS:

NPDES Discharge Monitoring Reports wvere checked and found to be complete
and accurate. Point 003 is the only source of discharge from the mine. All
effluent limitations are being met with the exception of the one ton/day TDS
limitations. This is being exceeded due to the volume of wvater being
discharged.
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PERMIT NUMBER: _ACT/007/018 DATE OF INSPECTION _November_ 20, 1989

(Comments _are_Numbered_to_Correspond _with Topics Listed Above)

On November 9, 1989, the operator made a request to EPA to increase the
allovable TDS discharge to 5 tons/day. A response is still pending.

Point 003 wvas discharging during the inspection and a sample was gathered
for analysis.

S. EXPLOSIVES:

Some blasting has been necessary during the recent construction. Blasting
records were checked and found to be in order. Blasts were conducted on
November 2, 6, 13, and 14th by Gary Fluharty, Certified blaster #UT 3553.

A discussion vas held regarding the proximity of the blasts to the natural
gas pipeline running through the property. The operator has been working
closely with the pipeline company to insure the blasts are within the
acceptable range. A copy of the Questar approval is enclosed with this report.

8. NON_COAL_WASTE:

Dumpsters are used for trash. The site is relatively clean of noncoal
vaste.

11. CONTEMPORANEQUS RECLAMATION:

The operator is involved in an exploration drilling program. Seed has
been ordered for the reclamation of the drill sites but at the present time
drilling is still ongoing. Reclamation of the sites will be done upon
completion of the drilling program.

14, SUBSIDENCE_CONTROL:

A subsidence survey was conducted in September. Data is currently being
compiled for the annual report. On August 31, 1989, the operator sent
notification to all surface land owners of active and proposed areas of mining
for 1989-1990.

16a. ROAD_CONSTRUCTION:

In order to move large equipment to the nev portal site, the operator cut
a small section of road up the slope just east of the main mine fan.

Since this disturbance was not addressed in the expansion plan NOV
N89-28-11-1 was issued for failure to confine disturbance to previously
planned disturbed area boundaries.

A second area, south of the nev portals, was also disturbed when fill
material vas pushed beyond the disturbed perimeter markers to allov equipment
to install power lines. This area was also included in the NOV.
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(continuation sheet) Page _4 of _4

PERMIT NUMBER: _ACT/007/018 DATE OF INSPECTION _November_ 20, 13989

A third area also included in the NGOV is the REI office yard vhere timbers
are being stored outside the disturbed area perimeter markers. For abatement
the operator is required to submit a plan for the use and/or reclamation of
the areas of disturbance by January 22, 1990. Signs and markers for the areas
disturbed are to be installed by December 1, 1989 and the mine timbers are
also to be moved by that date.

18. SUPPORT FACILITIES AND UTILITY INSTALLATIONS:

Pover lines have been installed from the mine substation across the canyon
to the nev portal area. Raptor protectors are to be installed on the pover
poles.

Copy of this Report:
Mailed to:__Dave Spillman_-_Scldier_ Creek Coal Company

Mailed to SLC for:__Brian Smith, OSM; Joe Helfrich, DOGM

Filed to: __ PFO T
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Inspectors Signature and Number:__Daron_R. Haddock #28 Date:__HNov. 21, 1988
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