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May 7, 1991

Permittee: Soldier Canyon Coal Co.
P.0. Box 1
Price, UT 84501

Mine: Soldier Canyon Mine
Utah Permit No. ACT/007/018

Inspection Type: Complete/Oversight

Participants: Priscilla Burton and Stephen Demczak, DOGM; John Pappas
and Dave Spillman, Soldier Canyon Coal Co.; Jeff Zingo, OSM-
Albuquerque

Records Review

The records review was conducted on the morning of 5/7/91. Ms. Burton
was very familar with both the mine records and the mining and
reclamation plan (MRP). Two problems were identified with the
liability insurance that involved a requirement that the insuring
company notify the Division if there 1s a change In the policy, and
the policy did not include an aggregate amount for bodily injuries
and property damages. The permittee had a new insurance policy
issued, correcting the problems, before the end of the inspection;
therefore, enforcement action was not taken.

No other problems were identified with the records or MRP.

Field Observations

The permittee is currently expanding the surface facilities from 16.2
acres to 22.8 acres. Construction of 3 new portals on the east side
of Soldier Canyon Creek (SCC) is nearing completion. The permittee
also has plans to construct new coal handling facilities on the west
side of SCC, north of the existing facilities. However, the
construction of the new facilities has not started and the
permittee's representatives were not sure 1f construction will

begin.

The participants listed above walked all of the surface facilities
and identified the following items that are not violations, but .
should be addressed before they develop into violations,

— the sediment pond for the surface facilities is approaching its
limit for sediment storage. The MRP design shows the sediment volume
to accumulate to within 2' of the top of the primary spillway. The
gsediment is more than 2' from the splllway inlet, but a large
precipitation event could fill the sediment level to within 2' of the
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inlet. The permittee plans to clean the pond soon.

- a culvert entrance trap under the belt line at the bottom of the
bone yard road will be cleaned as requested by Ms. Burton;

During the inspection mine water was discharging from NPDES discharge
point #003 (MW-2). The permittee's representative estimated the flow
at 350 gal/min. The discharge was tinted black, Both DOGM and OSM
collected samples of the discharge. The OSM samples are being
analyzed for the following parameters as listed in NPDES permit # UT-
0023680: total iron, oil & grease, TDS, TSS, and pH. The sample
results are not yet available.

Approximately 30' minutes after the first sample was taken the
discharge from MW-2 increased to approximately double the earlier
flow (about 700 gal/min). T again took samples of the increased
discharge for the same parameters listed above. I then collected an
up-stream water sample from Soldier Creek and samples from Soldier
Creek below the mine facilitles at site #G-5.

No violations were identified and no enforcement actions were taken
by OSM or DOGM.
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