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MTNESITE INSPECTION NARRATIVE

December 3, 1-992

Sold ie r  Creek  Coa l
PO Box 1
P r l _ c e ,  u t a n

So ld ie r  Creek  mine

Personnel  Present  Dur ing the Inspect ion:

Tom Pa1uso,  Sold i -er  Creek Coal
Steve Demziak,  Utah Diwis ion of  Oi I ,  Gas,  e Min ing
Wayne western,  Utah Div is ion of  Oi I ,  Gas'  & Min ing
Gary Fr i tz  Of fLce of  sur face Min ing\Albuquerque Fie ld of f ice #244

weather  and Ground Condi t ions Dur ing the Inspect ion:
CooI, cloudy and dry with a l ight skiff of snow on the shaded areas of the
mine

GENERA], COI4I\,IENTS

This was a complete owers ig 'ht  inspect ion.  The Utah Div is ion of  Oi l '  Gas &
Mining was notif ied regarding my schedule- They were able to meet me at
the mine to conduct  a jo int  inspect ion.

There were no outstanding State v io lat . ions pr ior  to  th is  inspect ion nor
were there any in i t ia ted fo l lowing our  inspect ion.  There was no federal
enforcement  act ion taken e i ther .

Coal was being made during the inspection- At the present t ime, there are
three feasible seams of coal on the property but only two are being worked.
Both the No.  1 and No.  2 exhaust  fans were up and running.  Mine water  was
being,d ischarged into Sold ier  Creek at  a rate of  650 gal lons per  minute
f rom the permi t ted d ischarge point  near  the the No.  2 fan-  Pi l lars were
being removed from a block in one of the mines for the coaf pruduced during
tte lnift while we were inspecting the mine. Mine run coal- was being truck
hauled from this area by subcontractor to the mine company's loadout which
is permit.ted by the State as a separat-e facil i ty.

Three portals are set into the unworked third seam on the west facing side
of the canyon which is on the opposite side of the canyon across from the
active works. There are no beltl ines set up on the new mine opening at
th is  t ime.  A locat ion for  the No.  3 fan has been selectedr  the area was
roughed out and d.ri l]-ed under an exploration permit. The disturbed area
where the exploration was done has been hydromulched and bermed for
containment- Plans are drawn up and approved for additional coal storage
and a wash p|1ant  on the mine.

The parent company for the mine is trying to sell i ts coal holdings in the
west  which inc ludes th is  operat ion.  They have a conLract  for  the coaf  f rom
the mine-

Mining at  th is  t ime is  done wi th conwent ional  miners.  Plans for  a 1ongwa11
operation have also been set up for the mine but are not being pursued at
th is  t ime due Lo the possib i l i ty  of  a t ransfer  of  ownership-  A group of
people were on the mine from one of the prospectiwe buyers during the
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inspect ion -

Methane gas is prod"uced from the coal in volumes sufficient to warrant de-
gas wel ls  above the work ings-  At  the present ,  that  par t  of  the min ing
operat ion is  owned and operated by another  company- Mr.  Paluso said that
the miningf company was thinking about buying the business but they do not
have anyth ing to do wi th them at  th is  t ime- I f  the mines go 1ongwa1l '  the
degas operation wil l have to be expanded.

Disturbed area water  on the mine is  handled very wel l .  Most  of  i t  is
picked up in a series of conduits and yard trougths that minimize the
tontact  wi th t rat f ic  through the yard areas.  A11 channels through the mine
were covered and c lean.  Water  f rom those areas is  d i rected in to thei r  main
sediment pond which is near the lower end of the mine. The pond has two
drop inlets, one is designed for the primary spil lway with a drawdown gaLe
valwe, the other is to serve as the emergency spil lway. There is very
litt le water in the pond. Apparently they have had wery few discharges in
the past  f rom th is  s t ructure.

The comment was made that the 30 inch blpass culwert in the western branch
of the main canyon was temporarily repai-red lately because a couple of the
footers had dropped. The pipe was shored up and the pipe was repaired Lo
keep it from leaking. This should be watched to be sure the pipe does not
leak -

They have a sewag:e lagoon for water
restrooms.  That  area was inspected
None were found-

treatment from the sholters and
for  seeps or  unauthor ized d ischarges.

The rock d isposal \so i l  s torag 'e area f rom the mine No.  3 expansion j -s  a lso
down dra inage f rom the mine.  This is  an iso lated area about  a mi le below
the mine that is about three acres in size, which is a temporary storage
si te for  rock and subsoi ls ,  as wel l -  as topsoi l  that  were seg' regated dur ing
Lhe recent  construct ion of  the new por ta ls .  A berm is  bui l t  be low the
storage area for  dra inage contro l .  The soi ls  p i les hawe been broadcast
seeded with a temporary cower mix- The comment was made that the piles
should have more cover  but  Mr-  Paluso said that  the seed mix would take
hold better during the next growing season. The area should be watched' if
the nuix does not produce better cover in the upcoming seasonr the area
should be reseeded- I would suggest that it be dril l  seeded the next t ime.
I  a lso d id not  see a 1ot  of  mulch on the area,  i f  that  is  a requi rement  of
the planting plan, f would suggest that it be tacked down in the future.

Enroute'to the temporary rock storage site, the comment was made that an
above ground rescue training site was noted on the west side of the county
road  be low  the  m ine .  I ' asked  Mr .  Pa1uso  i f  i t  was  s t i l l  i n  use ,  h i s
conment  was that  he d id not  th ink so.  I f  i t  is  not ,  the roof  bol ts  should
be remowed from the field-

They have a proposed processing waste d isposal  area.  I t  has been permi t ted
but is yet to be disturbed. Monitoring wells have been put in befow the
area for background data but to date there is no disturbance-

Und.isturbed area water from abowe the mine in Soldier Creek and the western
fork of the canyon feeding into the creek is carried under some of the area
in a series of Lulwerts. The main drainag"e above the mine was frozen but it
appeared as though there was less t.han ten gallons per minute flowing from
above, into the underpass - There was no flow coming in from the western
branch of  the canyon.

The powder magazines are located at the head of the disturbance in the
western branch canyon. They were locked and the area surrounding them was
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clear  of  debr is-  Below that ,  there is  the No.  1 fan exhaust  and an in take
slope for  one of  the mines.  There was a sma1l  s torage area located near
there that had betting and some machine parts. The storage area was
organized-  and c lear  of  potent ia l  petrochemical  sp i l ls .

Fuel storage on the mine has been moved above ground within a concreLe
containmeni structure. The drain on the containmenL area was open, thg -/
conunent was made that it would be closed. It should be checked for 'Ia

compl iance.  
v

The "storag 'e shed"\ rock dust  b in pad was checked for  dra inage contro l  and
mater ia ls  handl ing-  There were s ix  f i f ty  gal lon drums set t ing on the east
s ide of  the "shed- that  were being used for  petrochemical  s torage.  As to
the contents, some were labeled and, some were not. The conment was made

that they would be moved under roof and put on a skid to keep them off of
the ground to protect  the bot toms f rom fur ther  deter iorat ion.  They a lso
should be checked for material content and labeled as such, waste materials
should be disposed of in an approved manner. Another barrel was noLed in
the open,  in  the cr ibbing storage yard near the in take rock sIope.  A note
was made to move it afso. A corment was made about PCB transformer
ident i f icat ion on the mine.  Of  the stat ions noted and pole mounted uni ts '
only  t .hree were in  quest ion.  They were located just  above. the in take
por la l  in  the western branch of  the canyon.  Mr-  Paluso said that  he would
check fur ther  to see about  label ing.

Surface and ground water monitoringr stations were randomly checked. Of the
monitoring wells on the mine, I checked three below the mine, all were
locked atd beittg maintained. Questions were asked regarding field
monitoring and itre equipment use was checked for procedural- use- I would
conrment that the depttr to water monitoring technique may be questionabfe

since Mr-  paluso uses a sounding method as opposed to e lect ronic  repor t ing.
He has something attached to the end of a measure that is dropped in the
wel l  unt i l  he hears i t  h i t  the water .  From the repor t  of  the spl -ash '  in
addition to mowing the tape up and down, he is able to measure the depth of
the water from the case mouth of the wel1. I hawe seen other mine
operators use this method but commented then, as I do now, that I feel that
it would be beLter to use an "M" scope for the measurement. This is an
electronic sensing unit that is dropped into the well which measures
contact with water througih a whetstone bridge. Apparently they hawe one on

the m'ine but it is not in use. As to the surface water measurements' they
use a standard pH\conductivity meter which is calibrated as well as being
st .andardized for  water  temperature and buf fer  so lut ions.  For  s t ream
flows, they use a pygmy meter as well as a computerized mine water
recorder. Sample handling and preservation for lab analysis appears to be
consisLent with EPA guidlines. The comment was made that stream sampling
stat ions should be marked on the ground for  reference.  Mr.  Paluso said
that  he would look in t .o i t .

The foflowing comments address the fife review. Records are on fi le at the
minesi te.  the mine permi t ,  AcT\007\018 expi res February 3,  L997.  Their
NPDES pe rm i t ,  UT-0023680 ,  i s  e f f ec t i ve  un t i l  Ma rch  31 ,  1996  fo r  7  po in t s

whlich includef 3 mine water discharges. They reporL on a monthly basis
fo i  tne d ischarge points,  no except ions to the standards noted for  the past
year. t"tonitoring iecords for surface and ground water mine permit
iequirements were up to date and were being done for the elements noted in
the mine p lan for  the per iods as assigned- Their  cer t i f icate of  publ ic
l iab i l i ty  insurance,  pol icy number TLJSLG-186T908'  was issued by the
Trawelers Indemity Company to the Sun Oil Co, and its subsidiares to
include coverage for the mine, the mine is l isted on the policy- The
limits of cowerage are above the required minimum for the areas of
coverage.  pond sel f  inspect ions were completed Augtust  31 '  1992 for  the
most current quarter requirement. Eight. ASCAs were noted in the mine plant

,/
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field review found no problem with the alternate sediment control for those

areas.  There are no h iu l  roads on the mine.  Immediate access f rom there

is  onto the county road-  Therefore.  no cer t i f icat ions for  the roads wi th in

the mine inter ior f i f  the mine are needed.  The as-bui l - t  cer t i f icat ion for

the construct ion 
rof  the sediment  pond is  dated December 10,  l -991'
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