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SOLDIER CREEK COAL CO.
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P.O. BOX I

4. Stater
5- ZipCode 6. Phone Number

801-637{360
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N. Other

?-'l

Confidential
Shel f

1)

File in:
U
D

25. Inspection Frequency
a- Date of Last

Stde Crmolete
Inspedion'

Frequency for previous 4 Calendar Qtrs.
b. Numberof Numberof

required [----l omplete l----l
9omp l9 !e  |  4 l i nspga ions  |  4 l
tnsoecltons u conoucleo

c. Numberof Numberol
required l------l mrtiat
partial . | 6 | inspeaions I S I
tnsoedlons [_l conqudeo

26.Inspection Hours

a. Permit Review

b. Inspection Time

c. Travel Time

d. ReportWriting

c. Phase tr
released

d. Phasem
released

27. Bond, tr Exoandable
Refer to Record No-ODl]__ Date_
In C/_lQQll_, Ott , Incomins

For additional information

| 0.0 | b. Dr$wwd
(Estimated)

Page I of-
n# Jdv l- 1993



ob-z/ 6alot g ,* q
Cc-'. Sdq-o.-

[f. S. DEPT. OF TTIE II{Th,rtIOR
OFFICE OF ST]RFACE MIMNG RECI,AIUA'ITONAND ENFORCEMENT

Mine-Site Evoluotion Inspection Report

l. Permittee/Person

SOLDIER CREEK COAL CO.
2. Address

P.O. BOX 1

City

PRICE

5. Zip Code 6. Phone Number

801-637{360

7. Operaor if Different than Permittee

SOLDIER CREEK COAL

8. MineName

4. Stater

SOLDIER CANYON

9. PermitNumber

ur407-018
11. Inspection Date

T4

I7

2n.

23.

Permit Status

l4_l
OSMOffice#

1020 |
M.S.H.A.ID#

12. Inspection Type

E
15. Site Status

E
18. RSI #

21. State Code

E

10. Type
a. Permit b. RA

rE
13. Joint Inspection

E YtN
16. Facility Type

19. Land Code

t
22. CountyCode

@
23b. Sate Office

42-00077

AVS Permitree Entity ID Number

24. Per{ormance Standard Categories
Codes: l=Comrcliance. Z=Noncompliance. 3=Not Planned. 4=Not Started.S=Noncompliance Identifred Elsewhere

Administtive
l._l_Mining within Valid Permit
2._1_Mining within Bonded Area
3.-2_Terms & Conditions of Permit
4. 1 Liability Insurance
5._1_Ownership and Control _
6._1_Temporary Cessation

Hydrologic Balance
1._1_Drainage Confol
2. 1 Inspections& Certifications
3. 1 Siltation Structures
4._l_Discharge S tructures
5. 1 Diversions
6. 1 Effluentlimits
7._l_Ground Water Monitoring
8. 1 Surface Water Monitoring
9._1_Drainage - Acid-Toxic Material
10. I Impoundments
I 1._l_Stream Buffer Zones

Topsoil & Subsoil
1._l_Removal
2. 1 Substitute Materials
3. I Storage andProtection
4. 1 Redistribution

H.DA. 1 Subsidence Control Plan

Roads
l.-!_Road Construction
2._2_Certification
3. I Drainage
4. I Surfacing and Maintenance
5._1_Reclamation

Signs & Markers
1._l_Signs
2.-l_Marken

1 Distance Prohibitions
L. Revegetation

1.-[_Vegetative Cover
2._l_Timing

M. 1 Postmining Land Use

N. Other

_J)

_3)

Backfrlling & Grading
1. 1 Exposed Openings
2._!_Contemporaneous Reclamation
3._1_Approximate Original Contour
4._1_Highwall Elimination
5.-t_Steep Slopes (includes downslope)
6._1_tlandling of Acid & Toxic Materials
7. 1 Stabilization (rills and gullies)

Excess Spoil Disposal
1.-1_Placement
2._!__Dranage Control
3._1_S urface S tabilization
4. 3 Inspections &Certifications

Coal Mine Waste
(Refuse Piles/Impoundments)

1.-l_Drainage Contnol
2.-3_S urface Stabilization
3.-l_Pliacement
4. 3 Inspections and Certifications
5. 3 Impounding Structures

Use of Explosives
1. 3 Blaster Certifrcation
2. 3 Distance Prohibitions
3. 3 Blast Survey/Schedule
4.-l_Warnings & Records
S.-3*Control of Adverse Effects

B.
J.

K.

E.

C.

F.

G
1)
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Permit
Number uT-007418

Mine-Site Evoluotion lnspection Repofi
Inspection 
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29. Identified Violation Data.

For inspection types C (Complete Random Sample) and SC or SP (Complete or Partial In-depth Review), list

all violations present during the current Federal inspection and all violations, cited or uncited, identified in the

last State complete inspection report. For any other inspection type, including Federal program inspections,

list only violations observed during the current inspection or subject of current Federal follow-up actions.
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D
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E
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#E tl
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D. Stale Aclion
1) Existed on LSCI, Cited
2) Existed on LSCI, Not

Cited
3) Cited Priorto l.S0l,

Abatemenl Pending
4) Occuned Since LSCI
5) N/A Federal Program
6) N/A Permit Defect

1) NotaViolalion
2) Preduded by Sbte Policy
3) Not Included underState Program
4) Warning Given in Lieu of a Cihtion

G. ProbabiliUof
Evenl Occurrence

1) NoneoilJ-nmdt-
2) Likely
3) Occuned

E. State's Reason for not Citing Violation F. Cause
1) Permit Defec{
2i UnusualWeatrer' 

Condilions
3) Unofricial Waiver
4i Operator

l.lryligence
Violation Not Reognized
Practice Allowed under Approved Permit
Too Minor to Cite
Working wih Operator to Corect
Oiher

5)
6)

8)
s)

5) Oher

lDN lssued
l,lOV lssued
FTA4O lssued
lH4O bsued (mdnontEnvironrbntd Ham)
lD4O bsued (tmdnontDarqorto Prlric)
Previouslv Cited bv RA Abatement Pendino
Abated diring or tiefor6 OSM Inspecrion 

-

Follorrv-uo of Federal Action

t%
s Signature

Inspector's hinted Name

Dated:
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Inspector
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M]NESITE TNSPECTION NARRATIVE

September  1 -5  & 16 ,  1 -993

S o l d i e r  C r e e k  C o a l  C o
P O  B o x  1
D r i  n a  T T 1 .  a h

,  v  e e r r

Sold ier  Creek mine

Personne l  P resen t  Dur ing  the  Inspec t . i on :

Tom Pa luso  So ld ie r  C reek  Coa l
David Spi l lman Sold ier  Creek Coal
Sharon Falwey Utah Div is ion of  Oi l ,  Gas & Min ing
Gary Er tLz Of f ice of  Sur face Uin ing/Albuquerque Fie ld  Of f ice

#244

Weather  and Ground Condj - t ions Dur ing the Inspect ion:
Ctoudy and warm wi th  ra in  in  the af ternoon

The Div is ion was not i f ied about  my schedule and was able to
send someone to the mine for  a  jo in t  inspect ion.

ENFORCEMENT ACTIONS
. :

There were no unabated Stat .e  enforcement  act ions issued pr ior
to  th is  inspect ion that  requi red compl iance dur ing th is
inspec t i on .

A three par t  Stat .e  v io la t ion was issued to the company dur ing
th i s  i nspec t i on .  Pa r t  one  o f  t he  No t i ce  o f  V io l -a t . i on  #  93 -38 ,
was issued for  the operator 's  fa i lure to  submit  des igrns for
the pr imary road dra inage on the 800 feet  o f  # f  fan road and
t .he 2 to  300 feet  o f  road to  the new mine por ta ls  on east  s ide
of  the Sold ier  Canyon.  Design dat .a  for  the #1 fan road was
di f f icu l - t  Lo f ind in  t .he mine p lan because i t  is  spread
throughout the permit. document.. After we f inal ly came to t.he
conclus ion that  the design had not  been submit ted for
approval ,  the operator  sa id t .hat  apparent ly  t ,he design was
never  to ta l ly  put  together  because of  p lans to  modi fy  t .he road
somewhaL to accomodate the construct ion of  a  proposed
preparat ion p1ant .  In  addi t ion,  he sa id that  t .hey knew i t
would not  meet  des ign specs under  Lhe o ld reg road
c l -ass i f i ca t i on  sys tem,  Lha t  se t  roads  as ide  as  a  C lass  I t  I I
o r  I I I  r oad .  Under  the  o ld  sys tem,  the  road  g rade  i s  t oo
steep,  and the canyon where i t  is  bu i l t  would not  be wide
enough t.o accomodate swithbacks needed t.o after the grade.
Af ter  some d iscuss ion,  i t  was determined that  the road would
now meet  the design l imi ta t ions on a pr imary road.  In



MINESITE INSPECTION NARRATIVE

addit ion, t.he road changre as proposed for t.he prep plant
insta l la t ion has been dropped because the p lant  proposal  has
been dropped.  The road to  the new por ta l  s i te  again was
temporar i ly  const ructed for  access but  i t  d id  not  have designs
submit . ted for  the Pr imary road designat ion.  They have to  have
a design for  d i tches\cross dra ins and d i tch re l ie f  dra ins t .hat
w i l l  sa fe l y  hand le  a  10  yea r  6  hou r  even t .

Pa r t  two  o f  t he  w io la t i on  was  i ssued  fo r  t he  ope ra to r ' s
fa j - lure to  have a profess ional  engineers cer t i f icat ion for  as
bui l t  des igns on the abowe named roads.

Par t  t .hree of  the Vio lat ion was issued for  a  mine p lan
def ic iency.  Another  company,  REf  r  (Resource Enterpr j -ses
Tncorporated)  phone #584-2450'  who is  owned by Terratek (phone
number 584-2400\  works in  the mine as a separate ent i ty  for
the purposes of  b leeding of f  methane gas f rom coal  to  be
mined.  One of  the abowe ground coLlect ion s i tes,  Lhe middle
degasi f icat ion pad,  t .hat  is  not  in  the mlne permi t .  as a mine
re lated d is t ,urbance,  has a set  o f  three Lransformers that  are
fed of  f  o f  one of  the m. ine substat ions.  Dave Spi l lman said
that  the t ransformers are not  used by the mine but  insLead are
for  the exc lus ive use of  the degasi f icat ion company.
In i t . ia l ly  i t  was my understanding that  the t ransformers fed
power in to the mine at  that  po int .  In  addi t ion,  that .  power
l-ead t.hen t ied into an underqround system where t.he power was
used by the degasi f icat ion company as wel l  as the mine.  That
being the case,  the above ground s i te  should be permi t ted as a
dis turbance and should be managed as such.  Apparent . ly  th is
was not  the case because Mr.  Spi l lman said that  I
misunderstood h is  explanat . ion of  the funct ion and design of
the area.  He said that  the power f rom thei r  main substat ion
that  feeds these three Lransformers is  not  used in  the mine.
In  addi t ion,  i t  is  not  fed in to the mine but  instead is  used
for  power ing a motor  in  the s tat ion used to draw gases out  o f
the mine.  The power lead f rom the substat ion t .o  t .he
t ransformers is  not  ident i f ied in  t .he permi t ,  in  addi t ion '
there is  no narrat ive as to  t .he del iwery or  use of  that  power.
That  be ing the case,  the State issued the th i rd  par t  o f  th is
v io tat ion for  the l -ack of  coverage of  how t .h is  system is
prowided enerqy and how the t.wo are connected.

GENERAL COMMENTS

The mine has been purchased by Southern Utah Fuels ,  anoLher
coal  min ing company in  t .he s tate.  The f ina l  paperwork was
compJ-eted through the corporate ent i t ies,  a  permi t  t ransfer
was processed by the Div is ion,  and as th is  inspect ion
progi ressed the of  f ic ia l  crossover  was complet .ed L2:01 AM on
the 16th of  Sept .ember.  The parent  company,  Sunoco,  has
divested themselves of  o ther  coal -  min ing proper t ies in  other
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states as wel l .  I  was to ld  by company of f ic ia ls  that  severa l
inwestors were j -n terest .ed in  the mine,  pr ior  to  th is  takeover .
As to t.he future of the propert.y, there were a number of
speculat ive comments but  Lhere was no of f ic ia l  word f rom the
new owner. Representat. ives of the new owner were on the
property meet. ing with people from the mine during t.he
inspection but they did not make any comments to me about the
future of  the mine or  the product ion of  or  changes thereof  o f
coal -  be ing made at  the mine.

Min ing is  s t i l - l -  done wi th  conwent ional -  miners.  Mine run coal -
is  s tored in  a b in  aL thre mine or  on the qround when the b in
i s  f u l l .  Abou t  a  ha l - f  m i l l i on  t ons  pe r  yea r \25 r000  t pd  i s
produced wi th  two product ion and a maint .ence sh i f t  out  o f  the
Rock canyon and Sunnyside seams.  The unblended coal  is
t ranspor ted v ia  t ruck over  a State Route to  t .he i r  permi t . t .ed
l -oadout  fac i l i ty .  Development  rock is  le f t  in  the mine.
There  i s  a  pe rm i tLed  p rocess ing  was te  d i sposa l  s i t e  bu t  i t  has
never  been used because the processing p lant  proposal  and
construct ion was dropped.

The mine p lan and re la ted documents were avai labfe for  rev iew
at  the mine.  Of  those,  i t  was noted that  the i r  min ing
perm i t ,  ACT-007-018  exp i res ,  Feb rua ry  3 ,  1997 .  The  NPDES
permi t for  the mine,  UT-O023680,  for  7  permi t ted d ischargre
points  wi th  three mine wat .er  d ischarqes,  expi res,  March 31,
L996.  Water  d ischarge records were posted for  the NPDES
poj-nts  for  Aug:ust  o f  -1993.  Mine wqter  is  to  be sampled on a
mont .h ly  bas is .  Addi t ional -  samples of  the d ischarges for
September were taken but the lab beingr used by the company had
noL sent  the resul ts  back yet .  No d ischarg ie wiof  a t . ions in  the
reco rds  were  obse rved  fo r  t he  1993 .  F ie ld  co l l ec t i on  da ta  was
avai lab le for  those samples.  The Spi l l  Prevent ion and
Conta inment  Plan was recent ly  updated by a profess ional
engineer  f rom the company as of  the 14th of  January,  L992.
The most  current  quar ter ly  pond sel f  inspect i -ons were
completed,  August  9 t  l -993.  The pond cer t i f icat j -ons for  the
year  were completed September 9,  1993 for  t .he sediment  pond
and the sewagle lagoon.  The cer t i f icate of  publ ic  l iab i l i ty
i nsu rance  po l i cy  # ,  TLJSLG- I -86 -T908-A-91 ,  was  i ssued  by  the
Travelers Indemity  Company for  the Sol -d ier  Canyon mine wi th
the proper  coverage for  comprehensive and genera l  l iab i l i ty .
I t  was issued May 7 |  1991 wi th  coverage prov ided unt i l  wr i t ten
not i -ce is  issued f rom Travelers Insurance to  the company and
the Div is ion.  The mine subsidence moni tor ing repor t  for  L992
was submit . t .ed to  the Div j -s i -on on the 26tyr  o f  Apr i l  ,  1993.
There was l i t t le  or  no subsidence repor ted for  t .he year .
Ground water  moni tor ing data which inc ludes in  mine moni tor ingr
i s  be ing  repo r ted .  The re  i s  some d i scuss ion  as  to  the
in teg r i t y  o f  t he  i n  m ine  mon i t o r i ng .  O f  t he  265 ,000 ,000
gal lons of  mine water  d ischarged for  L992,  on ly  about
1501  000 /  000  ga l l ons  can  be  accoun ted  fo r  t . h rough  in  m ine
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moni tor ing points .  As i t  s tands nowr the company must
ident i fy  5  qal lon per  minute f lows that .  are susta ined over  a
th i r ty  day per iod.  They hawe f iwe point .s  ident i f ied in  the
mine that .  d ischarge 5 gal tons per  minute or  more.  When asked
abou t  t he  d i f f e rence ,  Mr .  Sp i l lman  sa id  tha t  pa r t s  o f  t he  m ine  n . t rN f , l ' r .
are c l -osed of f ,  thus not  accesib le  for  moni tor ing,  in  \ .Jy  \ I -  fY
addit ion, water is moved into sumps to others and when not ry\ l . .  )/ '
needed ,  i t .  i s  d i scha rqed .  I  sa id  tha t  t hey  shou ld  es tab l i sh  I  f  ' . t  I , - -  N

::T":'?i'lfl"3rH::"';":;"::::";"i;:;"::":l:"'*:;; l;"" and rV+rt$'
9  c L _ L r r >  r r . 1  L l r e  I

evaluat ion as wel l  as agrreeing that  someth ing should be done /C ' i "
to hal-ance the data. Water being discharged from t.he mii-e is ' ' ,r /  '

m@mputer ized system 
UAf, r . ;F '
- l

The greater  percentaqe of  the sur face water  moni tor ing U

stat ions were checked to ver i fy  f low and l -ocat ion in  reLat . ion
to t .he mine p lan requi rements.  The Upper  Sold ier  Creek
stat ion f l -ow was det .ermined wi th  a f  lowmet.er .  (pygmy) F ie ld
notes were cross referenced wi th  the prev ious quar ters  resul t
and th is  quar ter  a  year  ago.  In  a1l  cases ,  i t  seemed apparent
that  the data co l lected d id ref lect .  our  f ind ings in  the f ie ld .
Cross sect ions were deweloped in  the f ie ld  of  the Sold ier
Creek f l -ow s i te  and f low data was recorded in  three d i f ferent .
l oca t . i ons  ac ross  the  d ra inaqe .  ( f l ow  was  .1  c f s )  The  on l y
comment  I  would make regard ing t .h is  s i te  is  that  the locat ion
of  the s i - te  is  changed to meet  the condi t ions encountered in
the f ie ld .  I  be l ieve th is  wi l l  skew the dat .a  somewhat  buL i t

.i s  accep tab le .

Mine permit boundary signs were not.ed as we checked the
mon i to r i ng  s ta t i ons .

Ground  wa te r  mon i to r i ng  s i t e ,  32 -L ,  a  s tee l -  2  i nch  cas ing  was
l-ocked and was being maint.ained. The commenL was made t.hat
the rec la imed per imeter  was being grazed.  This  area shoul -d be
replanted or  fenced to protect  the s i te  unt i l -  the revegi  can be
establ ished.  The comment  was a lso made that  some of  these
areas may have to  be permi ted as d is turbance for  bonding and
rec lamat ion  pu rposes .  A  su r face  wa te r  s ta t i on  i n  So ld ie r
Creek just  be low the Pine Canyon dra inage in f low was checked
(#10 spr ing)  .  The spr ing is  on the wesL s ide of  t .he dra inage
is  the moni tor ingr  s tat ion.  I t .  has a d ls t . inct  egg (su l fur )
odor  and is  prec ip i ta t ing Manqanese (dark b lack brack ish f low)
to the extent  that  f l -owstone is  be ing formed a long the
discharge path.  (  fJ-ow is  about  4 gpm and has a pH of  8 .7)
The comment was made that the Pine Canyon inf low into Soldier
Creek should be moni tored.  This  is  not  a  requi rement .  a t  th is
t j -me.  There is  a  degasi f icat ion processing s tat ion in  the
Canyon just  above the in f low which coul -d af fect  water  qual i ty
should there be a sp i l l .  Spr ing #8 j -n  Pine Canyon was f lowing
about  8 gpm. This  spr ing is  moni tored for  f low in  a p ipe
out fa l l  that  qoes under  the access road for  the area.  Samples
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for  qual i ty  are taken upst ream f rom that  po int .  The comment
was made t.hat cat.t le in the area are tracklng in and out of
the f l -ow which in  turn wi I I  b ias the qual i ty  data.  That  be ing
the caser  df l  e f for t  should be made Lo move as c lose to  the
source as poss i -b le  and i f  needed prov ide protect ion Lo l - imi t
an imal-  d is turbance in  that  area.  Mr.  Spi l lman said that  the
data would be af fected only  once through the moni tor ing year
by  the  l i ves tock .  Th i s  i s  no t  accep tab le .  Sp r ing  #  A  was
f lowingr  at  about  2 gpm. Agra in cat t le  were noted in  the area.
Sur face water  s tat ion G-2,  the head water  area for  Spr ing
Canyon was running about  10 gpm. Moni tor ing wel l  I  I0-2,  is  a
6  i nch  s tee l  cas ing  w i th in  a  L2  i nch  top  cas ing r .  I t  was
locked and is  be ingr  mainta ined.  We d id not  moni tor  the
standing l -ewel-  o f  the water  in  the wel - l - .  Spr ing #2I  was
flowing about 10 gpm. The commenL was made that Lhis could be
and perhaps should be l is ted as a creek dra inage instead of
beingr noted as a spring because of the development of the
dra inage channel .  Again the water  was moniLored for  f low near
the access road and qual i ty  data was p icked up,  up sLream.
Cat t te  were agra in in  the dra inage.  Spr ing #15 '  is  located
be l -ow  a  fa i r l y  good  s i zed  ca t t l e  t ank .  The  tank  was
discharg ing but  water  f rom the two is  not  a l lowed to co-mingle
because the moni tor ing locat ion is  abowe the in f l -ow.  The f low
was about  2 gpm. Again cat t le  were in  t .he dra inage.  The mine
water  d ischarqe,  003,  was sampled.  The conduct iv i ty  was noted
as  !254  umhos ,  iw th  a  pH  o f  8 .11  and  a  tempera tu re  o f  58 .4
deqrees.  The moni tor ing wel l  locat ions for  the proposed
process ing  was te  d i sposa l  a rea  were  checked .  A11  were  6 . i nch
steel  cas i -ngs wi t .h  lock ing caps and appeared to  be mainta ined.
These s i tes have been dropped f rom the moni tor ingr  requi rements
v ia Div is ion approval  because the basel ine data has been
gathered. The well-s noted were' MW-3M, dMW-1M' MW-1C and MW-
2M. I t  should be noted that  a  wet l -and is  located below the
Anderson reservoi r  which is  in  t .he dra inage below the proposed
head of  ho l - Iow f i l - l  waste s i te .  The comment  was made that  the
access road in to the wel l  locat ion which passes the Reservoi r
shoul -d be rec la i -med or  b locked t .o  prevent .  Iocal  access.
Sec t i ons  o f  f i l t e r  f ab r i c  f ence  were  no ted  i n  gu1 ly  c ross ings .
The quest ions was asked about  mainta in ing them, I  sa id that
the road must  meet  ef f luent  l imi ta t ions.  Maintenance is
needed to insure that  i t  is  be ingr  done.  Close i t  o f f  or  redo
the road i f  the fence i -s  pu l led out .

The topsoi l  s toragre down canyon f rom the mine was checked.
The comment was made in my last oversigiht inspection that the
area d id not  have a good cover  crop.  Yel l -ow sweet  c lover  is
now es tab l - i shed .  A  t . opso i l  s i gn  was  needed  fo r  t he  p i l es ,  i t
was put  up pr ior  to  the end of  the inspect ion per  the request
o f  I nspec to r  Fa l vey .

No problems were noted dur ing Lhe inspect ion of  the sur face
fac i l - i t ies.  But  a  few comments were made.  The t ransformer
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and switch box on the upper pad could be moved to a more
Secure area to  insure no petrochemical  loss f rom unexpect .ed
discharges.  The o i l  sLorage bui ld ing has a dra in in  the
middle of  the padr  th is  should be c losed.  Severa l  f i f ty
gal lon barre ls  were noted near  the rock dust  drop,  these
should be moved in  to  prewent  rust  and the potent ia l  o f  sp i l l .
A barre l  was noted on the lower pad in  the t ruck turnaround
area/  th is  should be mowed to a more secure locat ion.  Of  the
di tches,  cu lwerLs,  and drop dra ins on the mine,  the only
comment made was that coal dust. accumulation was noted in the
head of  the drop dra in on State Route 53 across f rom the main
shop.  The comment  was made that  i t  should be c leared.
Eros ion was noted on the embankment  of  the sediment  pond.  I t
is a part of the Creek drainaqe, storm fl-ows in the past have
meandered against  the toe of  the embankment .  This  should be
watched for  maintenance.  The sediment  level  j -n  the sed pond
is  near ing c leanout  requi rement .  The quest ion was asked about
st ,oraqe for  dewater ing and eventual  d isposal .  One of  the
comments was t .hat  in  mine d isposal  was d iscussed but  MSHA regs
l imi t  d isposal  o f  h igh coal  percentages of  waste back in  the
m ine .

The #f  and #2 fan were operat ing dur ing the inspect ion.

The sewage treatment lagioon was checked. The design of the
access road in to the area was in  quest ion.  I  was not  ab le to
f ind i t  in  mine p lan at  the mine.  I t  has been located.  A
couple of  cu lver ts  ato lg  the route appear  to  be unders ized.  I
wou1d suggest that they be reviewed for adequacy. The road
was once a county road for  access in to the Canyon.  Eros ion
near  Lhe head of  the laqoon was noted in  an ear l - ier  DOGM
inspect ion repor t ,  th is  has been addressed.

The  degas i f i ca t i on  o f  t he  m ine  was  d i scussed  i n  de ta i l - .  I
quest ioned the requi rement  to  permi t  the three sur face s i t .es.
The operator  maj-nta ins that  the company is  a separate ent i ty ,
he gave me phone numbers of  the i r  company of f ic ia l -s  as noted
ear l i -er  in  th is  repor t .  I  made the comment  that  the corporate
st ructure would be checked for  t . ies.  Mr.  Spi l lman said that
the mine pays for power to run the operation but. does not
receive royal i t j -es for  the gas generated.  As I  understand i t . '
hor izonta l  ho les are dr i l l -ed in  t .he b locks of  coal -  developed
ahead of  the miner .  The gas is  co1lect .ed,  and crawn to the
sur face in  three d i f ferent  locat ions.  I t  is  then sent  to  a
centra l  l -ocat . ion in  Pine Canyon,  dr ied and tapped in to another
companj-es gas l ine that  goes t .hrough the area.  The quest ion
was asked about MSHA requirement to degas the mine prior to
product ion.  the comment  made by Mr.  Spi l lman was t .hat  i t  was
not  a requi rement .  I  have not  checked a l l  o f  the l -eads in
th is  mat ter  and would make the reserwat ion that  i t  w i l l  be
done for  ver i f icat ion and enforcement  act ion i f  necessary.
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The comment was made about roof bol ts in a f ie]d below the
mine dur ing  th is  inspec t . ion  as  we l l  as  dur ing  the  prev ious
inspec t ion .  These shou ld  be  removed.




