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DEPARTMENT OF NATTIRAL RESOURCES
DIVISION OF OIL, GAS AND MINING
355 West North Templ€

3 Triad Centsr, Suite 350
salt Lake city, utah 841 80-1203
801-538-5340 INSPECTION REPORT
801 -359-3940 (Fax)

801 -538-531 I (TDD) Partid:_ Complete: X Exploration: X
Inspection Date & Time: 6128/94 12:30 nn - 4:30 pm

Date of Last Inspection: Mav 31. 1994

Mine Name: Soldier Canyon County: Carbon Permit Number:,lACT/007i018
Permittee and/or Operator's Name: Soldier Creek Coal Company
Business Address: P.O. Box 1029. Wellineton. UT 84542
Type of Mining Activity: Underground X Surface_ Prep. Plant- Other-
State Officials(s):: Sharon Falvev
Company Official(s): Tom Paluso. Dave Spillman Federal Official(s): None
Weather Conditions: Clear
Existing Acreage: Permitted- :!9!0 Disturbed--fL Regraded-- Seeded-- Bonded--15.!
Increased/Decreased: Permitted:_ Disturbed-- Regraded-- Seeded-- Bonded--
Status: Explorationilt Active/_Inactive/_Temporary Cessation/_Bond Forfeiture

Reclamation (_Phase I/-Phase Ili-Final Bond Release/-Liability-------:9a1)

REVIEW OF PERMIT. PERFORMANCE STANDARDS & PERMIT CONDITION REOI.]IREMENTS
Instructions
1. Substantiate the elements on this inspection by checking the appropriate performance standard.

a. For grnplqg_!!ry1qlqq provide narrative justification for any elements not fully inspected unless element is not
appropriate to the site, in which case check N/A.

b. For @_jn$ggqqgg check only the elements evaluated.
2. Document any noncompliance situation by referencing the NOV issued at the appropriate performance standard listed below.
3. Reference any narratives written in conjunction with this inspection at the appropriate performance standard listed below.
4. Provide a brief status report for all pending enforcement actions, permit conditions, Division Orders, and amendments.

1. PERMITS, CHANGE, TRANSFER, RENEWAL, SALE
2. SIGNS AND MARKERS
3. TOPSOL
4. HYDROLOGIC BALANCE:

DIVERSIONS
SEDIMENT PONDS AND IMPOUNDMENTS
OTHER SEDIMENT CONTROL MEASURES
WATER MONITORING
EFFLUENT LIMITATIONS

EXPLOSIVES
DISPOSAL OF EXCESS SPOIL/FILLS/BENCHES
COAL MINE WASTE/REFUSE PILESiIMPOUNDMENTS
NONCOAL WASTE
PROTECTION OF FISH, WILDLIFE AND
RELATED ENVIRONMENTAL VALUES
SLIDES AND OTHER DAMAGE
CONTEMPORANEOUS RECLAMATION
BACKFILLING AND GRADING
REVEGETATION
SUBSIDENCE CONTROL
CESSATION OF OPERATIONS
ROADS:

a. CONSTRUCTION/MAINTENANCE/SURFACING
b. DRAINAGECONTROLS

I7. OTHER TRANSPORTATION FACILITIES
18. SUPPORT FACILITIES/UTILITY INSTALLATIONS
19. AVS CHECK (4th Quater-April, May, June)_(date)
20. AIR QUALITY PERMIT
21. BONDING & INSURANCE
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PERMIT NUMBER: ACT / 007 / 018 DATE OF INSPECTION: June 28. 1994

(Comments are Numbered to Correspond with Topics Listed Above)

PERMITS, CHANGE, TRANSFER, RENEWAL, SALE

Chapter 1, corporate information for the Soldier Creek Mine, has been incorporated into the
plan and included into the AVS system, effective May 6, 1994.

Follow up review revealed issues unresolved by the operator. A memo outlining the
outstanding issues was drafted on June 7, 1994 following discussion in a phone conversation
with Mr. Kieth ZobeII. During this inspection I made an additional phone call to Mr. Zobell
to see if progress was being made. Mr. Zobell indicated he was working on the issues, but
he was still unsure of the items needed for a resolution. I recommended that he contact Joe
Helfrich, Inspection Supervisor and AVS specialist to clarify the issues of concern.

HYDROLOGIC BALANCE:
SEDIMENT PONDS AND IMPOIJNDMENTS

Mine Pond and Sewage Lagoon inspections were completed on May 26, 1.994 for the second
quarter. The operator noted that maintenance was necessary on the south embankment and
water was 5 feet below the decant elevation.

The operator has not yet installed the sediment marker(s) and restabilized the pond
embankment because water is retained in the pond. No increase in instability was noted.
Follow-up inspections will continue to watch for pond drying and the necessary construction
for stabilizing the pond embankment.

OTHER SEDIMENT CONTROL MEASIJRES

The waste rock site exploration road was inspected for silt fence construction. Improvements
were made to promote drainage through the structures. Although construction measures
were improved some areas of concern still exist. The fences should be looked at following a
precipitation event for performance capabilities.

WATER MONITORING

Monitoring samples were obtained on May 24 and26, and on June 3, 1994. According to
the data sheets the operator has sampled Spring 2. However, the plan indicates Spring 3 will
be sampled. It is possible that the operator has mistaken the spring number. Clarification is
needed to determine whether the operator has sampled the incorrect spring or simply
presented a typo. If the operator has mistakenly sampled the wrong spring, a sample of the
correct spring should be obtained as soon as possible in the month of July. If the error is
just a typo the operator should provide corrected copies at the mine and in the quarterly
report.
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DATE OF INSPECTION: June 28. L994

Increased monthly sampling during this time period for Well 6-1 was not conducted as
recommended in a earlier complete inspection. Well 6-1, monitored according to the
approved plan on June 3, 1994, was found to be dry. The operator had not undermined the
well at the time the well was determined dry but was mining in the vicinity. Additional
analysis should be preformed on the data for Well 6-1. This particular well monitors a200
foot zone in the Sunny Side Seam and the Rock Canyon Seam where mining is occurring.

The operator is pursuing water quality baseline monitoring on the Alkali lease area. The
operator now only has two wells in the mined vicinity: however, no wells are proposed for
the new Alkali lease area. There is concern the operator may not have adequate ground
water information for the new lease area with the two existing monitoring wells. The
operator should analyze available drill logs for the proposed lease area as, an analysis of the
drill logs may be necessary to describe the ground water in the proposed LBA area.

The operator has the capabilities to determine total flow discharged to Soldier Creek durrng
mining operations through MW-l. Presently the totalizing meter is inoperable. The operator
has estimated total flow discharged from MW-l for the month of May, based on previous
totals, to be 12,272,566 gallons. A new meter is to be installed on Friday July L, 1994.
The information available from the totalizing meter should also be provided for groundwater
analysis.

COAL MINEWASTE/REFTJSE PILES/IMPOI.]NDMENTS

Mr. Spillman received the results from the analysis for the stockpiled waste materials from
the reclaim conveyor. Results of the analysis were copied and are located in personal files at
the Division. The lab was unable to perform available water holding capacity analysis.
Therefore, that analysis has not been received at this time. No apparent concerns of an acid
and toxic nature were found in the results. However, the Total Organic Carbon might be
considered high. It is reasonable to assume the high value results from coal in the mixture.
The operator has committed in the plan to provide the data analysis in the annual report.
The data will be forwarded for further review to a soils specialist.

CONTEMPORANEOUS RECLAMATION

The operator has committed to complete reclamation for the #3 fan site in the fall of 1994.
The plan should be closely reviewed for requirements of reclamation prior to commencement
of the work.

Mailed to: Marcia Petta (OSM). Tom Paluso (SCCC)
Given to: Joe Helfrich (DOGM). Daron Haddock (DOGM)

Inspector's Signature:
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